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DISCLAIMER

This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations
employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or
degree of development. Designations such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are
intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.

FAIR USE POLICY
Any part of this publication may be quoted and referenced for educational and research purposes
without additional permission from UNIDO. However, those who make use of quoting and
referencing this publication are requested to follow the Fair Use Policy of giving due credit to
UNIDO.
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For more information about UNIDO, please visit us at www.unido.org

UNITED NATIONS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION
Vienna International Centre, P.O. Box 300, 1400 Vienna, Austria

Tel: (+43-1) 26026-0 * www.unido.org * unido@unido.org


mailto:publications@unido.org
http://www.unido.org/

DO327¢

United Nations Industrial Development Organization

L ID)=——

Di str.
LIMITED

ID/WG.79/25
11 June 1971

Original : ENGLISH

Seminar on the Development of the
Leather and Leather Products Industries
in Developing Countries

Regional Project for Africa

Vienna, Austria, 22 February - 5 March 1971

STATEMENT
ON THE SITUATION OF THE HIDES AND SKINS,
LEATHER AND LEATHER PRODUCTS INDUSTRIES IN
supand
presented by
A.R.A.H.A. OBEID

1/ This dooument has been reproduced without formal editing.

14.71-3158










The Sudan is a vast country of a million square miles ranging from latitude
5-22.5 and so is subjected to different types of climate and vegetation. The
Sudan is mainly a pastoral country with a very large animal population: 12 million
ca.* e, 8 million sheep, 6 million goats, 3 millicn camels and herds of game
animals. Ninety per cent of this animal population is in the nomadic state.

The hides and skins obtained from these animals show clearly their nrmadic nature
by the thorn scrat ches, horn brakes and the notorious branding indicating owmership
or ritual purposes. Other defects used to be due to mange ticks, and other
tropical diseases. The Hides Improvement Section cstablished as early s the
thirties wes fighting these defects by proper training of staff, building and
starting modern slaughterhouses in the tovme and rural areas, to overcome flaying
defects and faults of preservation. Equally efficient are the animal health
people making an effort to eradicate diseases.

In 1961 a Government tannery -as built in a modern mechanized style in an
endeavour to satiefy the increazing demand for high quality hides and skins. So
far this is the main supplier of the shoe and other industries in the Sudan, vith
a present output of 1400 square metres, that is 15,000 square feet, per day of
upper and insole chrome, sumi-chrome and vegetable, and also an output of 2,000

i pieces a day of sheep skins in the pickled state for export, with a few tanned as
' crust for the local shoe industry as lining.

In 1961 a Hides, Skins and Leather Institute was built by the FAO of the
United Nations together with the Sudan Government.  Among the purposes are the
improvement of the rural taming techniques, and improvement in the field of

f indigenous tanning materials where acacia fruit as worked upon. Now a powder

3 of the fruitand a pov-xdéred extract are available for the tanning industry at home
and the powder is also available for export. The gsole leather and the crust
production have good products. A furtler study is needed to prove the powder.

The Institute also worked on the other indigenou: materials, sulphation of:

the cotton-seed and sesame 0ils,to utilize them as fat liquors for the industry,
for example. The Institute has a Department for Leather Utilization vwhich is
{ undergoing training and research in design of suitable lines for home use, evolving
! the old useful designs
i' Legislation, together with good extension services, is going ahead to seoure
‘ the quality of raw material. Specialized tanneries are in the five-year plan
5 to cover the wide range of raw material. There are four big modern shoe factories
! which oonsume the output of leather from the Khartoum tammery and Omdurmei. tannery
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vhich specialize mainly in the military shoe line. There is a large number
of small workshops in the towms and in the rural areas.
There is one modern factory for leather goods products, mainly ladies handbags,

waist belts and other fancy leather goods, satisfying the small demand in the
large towns.









