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reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.

FAIR USE POLICY
Any part of this publication may be quoted and referenced for educational and research purposes
without additional permission from UNIDO. However, those who make use of quoting and
referencing this publication are requested to follow the Fair Use Policy of giving due credit to
UNIDO.
CONTACT

Please contact publications@unido.org for further information concerning UNIDO publications.

For more information about UNIDO, please visit us at www.unido.org

UNITED NATIONS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION
Vienna International Centre, P.O. Box 300, 1400 Vienna, Austria

Tel: (+43-1) 26026-0 * www.unido.org * unido@unido.org


mailto:publications@unido.org
http://www.unido.org/

Distr.
LIMITED

ID/WG.105/19
20 August 1971

United Nations Industrial Development Organization ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

Sominar on Furniture and otnor
Secondary Wood Processing Industrius

Finland, 16 Liugust - 11 Scptember 1971

Country paper
by

30 Ku FOO
Scnior Officer
Bconomic Devolopment Board
Singapore

1/ The views and opinions cxpressed in this paper are thoso of tho author and do mot

necessarily roflect the views of the secretariat of UNIDO., This document has been
reproduced without formal cditing.

1d. 716640




Pegret that some of the peges in the microfiche [f
2997 of this report may not be up to the proper i
H legidilicy standards, even though the rmm“h
1 od for preparing the mester fiche. 3




T S Y e




-1-

Singapore is situated in 2 region which i1s one of the world's major suppliers
of hard wood and the local wood processina industry in Singapore has, as a whole,
been termed a traditional industry. The furniture industry, in particular, has
derived some advantage from Singapore's igdeal situation 1s the supplies of sawn
timber and plywood are readily available. Timber ang plywood is also being
exported to meet the world's requirements. The furniturc industry in Singupore
may, in the not too distant future, make use of local supplies of chipboard and
blockboard and this indurtry will further diversify as modernization in industry
progresses. As the cost of raw materials constitute a substantial portion of
total cost in fumiture making, Singapore's location has generally been advan-
tageous for the furniture industry as 1 whole,

The manufacture and development of furniture in Singapore has been enhanced
bty the workforce. The Average Singaporean worker, in the fummiture industry has
been traditionally trained in the manufacture of low cost furniture, With the
trend for modern sophisticated furniture, workers, being educated and versatile,
have quickly acquired the type of skills required. Modermization processes and
new innovative technology play a major part in the development of this industry
in Singapore today. The establishment of the Woodworking Industries Tevelopment
Centre by the Government of Singapore provides some trainins facilities for the
furniture industry as a3 whole, but further progrees and training of local workers
can enhance the development of this industry and upgrade natural skills acquired
through process of time.

T statue the indust

The development of Singapore's furniture industry was initially primarily
geared to provide the necessary products for the local market and generally
evolved from family oriented business. Muring the last few Years, the gcneral
expansion of the economy of Singaporc has led to an accelerated increase and to
8 demand for fumiture particularly to meet the needs for furniture fcr both
hotel and office.

Its pace of development, however, compared to other scctors of the wood pro-
cessing industry in Singapore as a whole, is slow, and by 1969 it contributes to
only 9.6 4 of the total output of the wood processing incustry. At the present
moment, the industry comprises of some 3C cdd industrial establishments with over
40 large artisanal workshops which are actively engaged in the manufacture of '
furniture. 1In addition to these 4C, there are many others which are traditionally




gearcd towards the provicion of fomitup for tilyerent consuner noeds,  The
larger firms with an output of % 35,100 ,0 im 19c¢y hive teen primarily concen-
trated 1n the provision of furniturc te satic v lurye  ntrict orders gsiven by
the hota] and esterine industrrs,  Zmalicr workehers ouppd, sfand:rd household
furrature to hundreds of furniturc chers whick wre seittered all over the island

Aeouhlic,

In 196y, the total sales vaiue shows w. ircrense of 32 per cent over the
sales figures for 1968, “irect exports for the same period snowed orly a slight
increasc and this is attributable to the fulfilment of contract orders for furni-
ture in Singapore. irunei nd Satah were the main buyers in 197C,
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The furniture indusiry ir Singapore is rlacing sreater erphasis on the es~
taolishment of cxport markcts particularly thosé which would re suitable to the
needs of thc industry, W¥ith the emchasis shiftings to the producstion of standard
furniturc, the lecal market is insurficient te ausord the exisring capacities
for production an therefore oxport outlets rust be four?. The Cingapore Murni-
ture Manufacturer: Export nuroup has been establiched and will play an 1mpordant
role in this,

The industry a2t present comprises of luree wnd smiller workshope which adopt
the practice of engaging sub-contrictors also te issist them ir meeting demands.
Such sub-contractors are usually responsloie for the corplete minuincturing pro-
cess {rom the supply of raw matiriais te Lotay? firichinge ¢f the products. In
view of the trend ‘owards the nroduction of st-mdard furniture, this nature of

sub=contracting is expectod ‘o roduee,

Contraict jobs donc by the industry is dependent largely on designs which
st

Are provided by customers. Some difficulty exists ne design ficilities and
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capabilities are only now ir the nrocons of

Py

wing dovelopeds The lack of exe
perience in the mase production of standard furniture *orether with insufficient
and up-to-date knowledue of totth technolosy wnd the equipment necessary for mass

production har to an cxtont detered the nbility of the industry to shift imme-

diately to the manufacture of stand-rd furniturc items. "here are also some pro-

tlems reliated to tool and machin. Taintenance s well as the initial fundamental

protlens related to sclecrion of the right equipment,




The furniiure industry ecould develop o o faster rate 1f a concerted effort
1s made to locate and -wecertair the rojuiraments that must te satisfied 17 over-
Be1s mArkets are to be scrved.  hoese factors l.¢e iduntification of price
brackets; ealeable products, volume, nced to be classified and made available to
locnl entreprencurs, 3nles promotion camphigns are also important., It is felt
that as a whole, the quility ol furmiture producced in Cingapore ie high and will
find ready acceptance. The only major probler that exists is mascketing know-how,
Furniture makers in Singapore have generilly in the paast tended to concentrate on

satisfying the local market eapecially in the hotel trade.

Putura prospects of the industq

Although export markete are an important aspect for the future development
of the fumiture industry in Singapore, the potential of the local wmarket and
those of the surrounding region are also important, With the expansion of the
economy in Singaporc over the last fow years, a demand continues to be gonerated
for the provieion of household furniture of the higher quality demanded by the
discerning customer 18 well as for the many office complexes that are being
built,

Singnpore's political stability and its excellent infrastructure providing
facilities in shipping, transportation, public utilities, etc, continues to be
of assistance to the development of the industry. The centralisation plans now
being laid for the wood working industry and development of new industrial sites
particularly in the private sector will actively contribute to the development
of woodwcrking‘induatry in Singapore as a whole,

In the field of exports, there is scope for expansion in the manufacture
of furniture components as well as knock-down furniturc. Local entrep’mneura
are encouraged to establish marketing contacts overseas and arrange for techno.
logical know-how to be imported and thereby fully exploit thc possibilitics of
development in the furmniture industry. The-e is generally a scope for improve-
ment and expaneion and actiye staps are being taken to ensure that in line with
the trend for the development of industry as a whole, the fumiture induatry
will continue to grow with it,









