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DISCLAIMER

This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations
employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or
degree of development. Designations such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are
intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.
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The Cameroon is still quite rich of timber. The forest ~res in Comeroon
is about four hurdred (A00) av:~rs mi'-~  The nest of the nlree ie cevered with

Zrass. .

The timbers are either extracted bv the natives or frreisn investors
The Cameroonian uses wood ir sev:ral ways, moinly for furniture, building, sca
vessels, carvings and #8 » firewond. He storts the job from timber conversion
and up till now most people still do a lot of pit cawing. We, however, are

moving tc saw milling as there =re rlresdy rbout thirty saw mills growing.

Having sawn them the next step is to merket them, to furniture factories,
petty wood workers, hbuilders etc. The use of wood is = verv big occupation
28 most people ensily employ themselves behind their houses meking some form of
furniture in order t» earn a living. Some meke ¢ fortune from carving, others
meke o=noes,

The furniture ctandard in Camercon hes not meetinternationnl standerd yeot
#8 nearly 608 of furniture used i still produced behind houses by individusle
poorly equiped both in the technical know how and in machinery and cepital.
These lead to poor products and streinous labour. In » forest country like ours
we 8till import furniture inatesd of oxpor¥ing.

Our carvers are more succescful Lecause they attract foreign exchange fiom
touriste who like their work and con pry eaough for their labour.

Nost Camoroonians build with wood so thet in most villagee only very few
people tuild oonorete houees, they also cxtend to bridges in & way. Our
fishermen make canoes £nd #1so run transport in the saa.

Tober exportation gives our Govermment a goéd amount of momey, and it
mzﬁgs employment i people. We grow Mahogany, Iroko, Walmut, Nensonia, Boony,
pwood, Zebrano snd many others, Totel export tonnege e year is 11,391,812 tom.

Other timbor products are still not being done, only a small plywood
industry which started producing only about nine monthe ago is developing nerr
Yaounde the capitsl. We lurgely depond on imported plywoed, veneer, hardboard
and paper.




There o theoe fovernmen! Teohni © 0 O lomes in the country where weod-
wort 17 bttt oand o hipgher soncol ke been onencd in Yaounde under assigtanec
previded b UNDP/RAO. Cur designe to - larse extent remairn copy whrk in the
true field of furniture, but our carvers are doirng o iype of turniture which is
of our origin.

[ think JNIDO ern b 'poin meny ways as we hove plenty of wioa »nd we do not
vot uge it te o acximup stenderd in ~ny rspect.  We definitely need te use wood
which hev in ~bundznce frem icoves in the roots without waste., 4 poseible start
could be to tuild on integrrted sow mill complex with » plywood rnd r bloek

borrd mill. A fibrebosrd factory cnuld be added ot a later dsate,

These would not only ensble us to usc our wood well but will clso reduce
sur unempl oyment problen.
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