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1. Int roduction

In order to give an ides of the place occupied by the chemical fertilizer industry
in the Turkish economy, the existing factories, with their production capacities in
1970, are listed in table 1. '

Turkey is being provisionally supplied with phosphate by Tunieia under a five~year
agreement concluded in 1969, and in potassium by verious producing countries; it
producee its nitrogen on the basis either of coal (1ignite) or of ammonie recovered
from coking. | |

2. Productiqp . |
Depending on the methods adopted or menufacturing processes envisaged, the
advantages of certein locetions such as at a port or in the neighbourhood of a coal

mine can compensate to a certain degree, in some cases, for remoteness from areas of
consumption,

Phosphate fertilizer production was introduced at Karsbilk D.G.y the iron and steel
plent at Karabtlk, in 1938, The superphosphate plant at Iskenderun started operating
in 1954, and that at Yarimee in 1962, ®

The nitrogen fertilizer and chemical product plant at Kittahya has been operating
eince Novembe:r} 1961, It produces 119 tomnes of enhydrous ammonia, most of which is
used for the production of fertilizers, e.g.:

Ammonium nitrate (limestone) 20.94 N 50,000 tomnes/year
‘Ammonium sulphate - 2.4 N 60,000 tonnes/year
Concentrated nitric acid . Ny 984 HRO, 6,000 tomnes/year
Technical ammonium nitrate , u.tv 1,000 tonnes/year

In the course of time, improvements have made it possible to increase production. by
about 10 per cent. Tn addition, between 1965 and 1968 the plant was expanded to
clude production of 26% N ammonium nitrate, with a capecity of 338,500 tonnes/year.
The details of ohgmical fertilizer production from 1963 to 1970 are given in taﬁle 2.




In 1962-1970, a remarkable effort was made in production. Fertiliser production
was incressed by 8-10 per cent from 1962 by comparison with the previocus years.
Fone the less, the requirements for different fertilizers are for from covered by

production in the country. Imports are neoessary and will continue to be so for some
time to oome.

3. Imerts

Imports of chemiocsl fertilizers between 1963 and 1970 are shown in table 3.
These amounted to 41,000 tormes (including potassium sulphate) in 1963, end inoreased
10 1,204,410 tommes by the end of 1969, representing sn incresse of nearly 30 $imes in
this period. The resson for the increase in imports is that production in tho ecountry
is not increasing st the same rete as consumption. |

4  Sonmummiion

Consumption between 1960 end 1970 is shown in table 4. It emounted to sround
100,000 tonnes/year in 1960 and reached more than 2 million tonnes/year in 1970,
showing an inorease of 1,964 per cent in ten years.

The distribution of consumption is determined by the agriculturel characteristios
of the regions. In 1963, 18.6 per ocent of total chemical fertiliser oonsumption was
acoounted for by the Mediterrsnean region, 16.7 per omt by the westermn region and
15.4 per oent by the northem: region. In 1970, 30.7 per cent of consumptien took place
in the Mediterranesn region and 19.1 per cent in the westem region; in other words,
nalf the total consumption of the country was accounted for by these two regioms.

The problem of the need for information has two aspectss the oustomer - the
farmer - must be informed of what is being done and, on the other hand, information
mast be ocbtained concemning his requirements or desires. '

'

5., ks

The plants set up in Turkey are shown in tabdle 1, colusm 2.




In addition, studies are alresdy being carried ocut conceming a nitrogen fertiliser
plant at Gemlik on the coast of the Sea of Marmara; oonstruction will begin soon.
It will produce 26 per cent X ammonium nitrate.

Another fertiliser plant alongside the refinery at Ali Afs, nesr Ismir, is under
study. |

From this genersl exposé, it can be oconcluded that the level of consumption of
torﬂliuu of all types is oonsidersbly below what a normel level would be. In ay
event, it may be hoped thet current efforts directed towards the orgmnisation of
economic production’ will eventually make it possible to improve this situation.
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