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lj-     Introá^^ 

tao Simili    Itanooratie Republic, which conpriroc the fonser British and 
Italian Saamlllanda, bconmo independent in I960.    The Republic covt-n .-> 
oontimiouo tract of territory (630,000  ut. km) in the North Enct of Urion 

on the Indir* Ocean nnd th« Gulf of M0tì, known a* the   Horn of ¿Prion". 

Mo official cenoua has ever taken place in Bonalin, but the population 
io roughly ostimr.tod at 3 to 4 million with «noni porta rate of two percent. 
Tho people ar« larfely honogonoous in race, culture, rclielon (Ielw) .md 
language (Sonali).   There are throe fnvnign laneuogto in use, namely 
A*fcio, ftifltot and Haiti«.    Tho Sonali language ha* no official and onerai 
aooepted ooript. 

**t of tho population a«« nonada, noving with thoir hordo fro» plaoe 
to place to «oaroh of water and erasing Imi.   About 20-25 per*ent of the 
papulation to oooupdod in «grtnult«**» forestry and ftohtog.   The root Uvea 

in *own« of »oro tht» 5,000 infccHtrwto.   A* «aln deii»i^ a»« aw» arounJ 
*«• oeaitol ftftfufinhu (l75,OOOfc other important urban centres are Heron 
(*,000), Bfvrgoiaa (45,000) an* Umm&> (25tOOO)i   « at&w tow** of mor. 
than 10,000 oaoh «dot. 

* *** tfli<û **«* °* »3©,OO0 «T.k» only 1$#0 percent or a§|00C <wi,ka 

^^ •*"• fow °* *«•** vogit&tion.   ?or a non-induntriol cowttry, thin 
proportion of foroet Iwd to total land it very low.   One cannot argue thai 

**te country to blocuod with plenty a* far no foreut resource* are concerned. 
**» p9taÉ> »«»wtaulono, that to ntoteu or ignorad by mont iR that our 
*m*mm if exploited are oopnblo of «on« pwtóaotion.whioh, however anali, 
»fitti no«t pott of our need».   Up to KM, however, forô*t land hae rot boon 

t* Bait* it productive at capacity. 

«Aft» «roas in Somalia novo boon growing treaondounly in the lnet 
doaade.   Thie growth brins« with it a ¿rotting need for forest product* in 
«» fotn of conctructiou   tinter, Mrnituro   plywood, particle board, paper, 
etc   Inport of only two of tho «any Itene, nnoely rough and oinply shaped 
wood aro given on the next page. 
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ü"'irooí    ForQi|»n Trade St et* irti ce. 

Tîiono tin ttoma ero Delected boocvjuA luu to the mairof&oturinç involved, 

*.:-H'io, more thna the rthcrn, uov.lrl bo the onoo that would "robably be prodttOod 

r.t -i-he initial ntages of forint induotriea dovelopwent and aleo because the 

c.v-nill pre,1 act detailed belo»; i& desi&ie^ to ciaka theco products aval latto 

wi tho locfj market,   Duo fco tl»u poor tlcvclejxnent oí" national incette aoooutttlnff 

í.;Ttr¡.tt hovovor, dotailod data i* not avallatala to enable e»to obtain »ore 

P--ociae information m imports of foront producto. 

Although, Somali."* oan be considered ntnong the countries with & Ion 

^•-.il&fcion density and with r. crotch of two percent, yet, tho growth tn nfrtn 

'"W:"J of *hc "wwmtiy will not only t'intiooo at tho acme rato as tilo feit «f 

the rcvitry but will aoeorb more of the growth of the rural ocwnsiitlcs* 

^hifì wij?, won cv:-n & higher increase in inporte of fQMft product« in 
T.V: >ativro fchioh will no douU further r-troin the country^ baiamo of 

oc-io rißwoB availatlo on total imports of eorae foroct producta for th« 

;.-OìT :9éB mid 19*59 mißht nepv«* to ahod light en tho BíTW of demand   fw 
•.Vcio producto: 

'ro-iuot 

WrtrA.  lumber nnd oo¿'k 

t.'ncû and cork manufactures 

Vulp and tracte rapr.-r 

Pap-jr,  pape:.* beard and 
i-iaii'ifo/Jturoci of tsar e. 

•iotiil 

I96S \$0 
Qoratlty     V-J-ic in ' Quantity 
intone      Se^gìu        in g «¿Ml»« 

11,299.3     5,504,397 8,907.2 

Ö72.0         SÖ0.857 513.5 

769.0        463,662 1,247.3 

10,296.5   18,755,7*8 10,193.2 

Y¿lu» in 

5,590,319 
855.096 

743,T*I 
19,240.641 

23,237.5   25,306,804   20,C6l.?       26,419,811 
*«.-aam!alia,W!asw.wllillsl|(W(|^ 

-r.r^cc:    Fovei.j.t Trade Ptctiaxioa. 
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l'Iic üignifiordioo of t]-.ü above  fibres may be appreciated more fully 
witl> the f \ct that m 1969 t!ic import trade foi- t!.o wl.o^c country w:w worth 
36*1 million Sonali Shillingn, 

1.      M&rkut 

Thu market situation fw furnituro industry is oxpeotud to ohunge 
draatioally in the near Arturo both in volume and in iTuality and divorsity 
of the product«   Thic la based or tho fact that more and moro *f tho rural 
population is shifting to wibnti tarons ne nonti-med carlior. 

It is also true that changing; living standardo in the urban areas, 
tfcamsölvea» rotjuire more furniture per household.   Thy public sector is nl*o 
ooitriltttine to the expected inórense in the market eise given that the 
Government io how engaged in oxpRnoive policies whioh will put »oro social 
responsibilities into the Ow^rmoent. 

Tho ingenuity of tho int'uotry iteelf has trowondoutly Inftttenoeä the 
wiliingnotö of the public to taçr «ewe furniture by roânolae the prises for a 
fdvtm prodnot ever the ye**** 

ïh© furniture industry in Somalia conflicts of many priv-^ely owned snail 
opiratione.   nia majority of those are family enterprises often run by the 

«ale fteaW ef o singlo f»«Uy.   «tower, few ¿vre substantial feeinesses 
«•ploying aosM 25 worker* or «#ro.   the «e^ority outplay* secondhand oaMpaoM 
suolrae circular a*», table band sons, thietoesaors, spinale »ovldert, ete. 
The worker« In general Itxk proper training in handUn* the o^pnent AH« 

Matériel, sine« no vocational training instituto* aro available in the oonntrj 
which i» reflected in the low   productivity of the varies» cmtcrprisos. 

The forniture industry in Sonai i a is perhaps untavo in the fast th/1 it 
does not o»?.y manufacture pioocs of furniture but alee it takes eon of the 

domanÄ for builders wood work (doom, windows and francs, etc.) in tho *t 
workshops • 

,__--___. 
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Almost all of the material us od by the furniture industry in Somalia 
is imported mostly from Europe (Italy) and Asia (Singapore) and consists of 
spruce and larch lumber.   Almost 30 percent of this material cornos from 
lumber that has boon previously used for packaging of goods import od from 
abroad in the form of crates and boxes,   This is only natural since this 
country does not have forests producine suitable tiritere in tuffioient 
quantities.   Of Into, however, the industry has been producing »or« high 
fritta products which lomas to inortaso the importation of high quality timber«. 

The local shortage of timor has encouraged a groat deal of non-wood 
substitution to fumi tur«.   Most prominently Msong theoo substitution« a« the 
«me of «stai for uador-fwsws and logs for tabi« and ohaiw at woil as 
deoorotlv« Icnanat« for top sujtf&oet and surfaoo« of tablet and oupbearas 

that avaetitntion phoWNtenon has givo» fi«e to local initiativ« in tao 
rmrtilUmtsstijl of a anali «la« partióle board plant in 194Ô ta ITiijinlltfai 
iMfMt «•»•«•)•   91st mlamji as* starts prooetttag bagnato fra» **n Uaa) 
•IU in r «hat about 90 km fyo» «affettate • with «oeond^hand «pianeo*.  It 
«ft* aferaasd that the partioU boat« mtamtfaoture firn bagasse could Mtf*tit«te 
taantlii sown wood, fibra boards and plywood is nomr field« of anali«* Ian 
*•* that too am atoanotlo» would bring about a ootartdorable saviaf of 

f9 tao asv plant Brno experienced eoriout diffieultie» 
tao promotion to***»!«*, the outlet for a no» material in local 
w*U « n»aMtel problome renal«** from a high production cost aaA * 
w**»«  «^aamaaBBBa/m) ß 

the foot rwilaa that the particle board production la viable ander 
tonali oonditioms fror the toohaioal and seoaoaio point of vio* 0*4 ttet it 
ooala bring euaatautial savings of foreign «notan*» in the near fatavo. 

** •*• ""•*«»•«# the Sonali Dovolopaoat lank hat rae«**«* tho 
looaoBie Coatdesicm for Africa to have an oxptrt of its industry diviaioa 
investigato the wholo situation at tlu plant and tho mcrJcot and roooattead 
inpiuvonetrta which could reveno thu present unfavourable situtatlon wikb 

IUI 



i) Tao production technology; 

ii) The compi .-jmcnt&ry - not «jrrpunnivc equipment» 

iii) The reduction of customs duty on imported rosins; 

iv) Mrjpfcotinij promotion; 

v) Improve tho ruality of bo^t' produooa. 

Saw material Bagasse i'-i purchased from ü.N#A,I» (oan eugttr 
mill) cad delivered ir. bulk n» wall .is to a leen extant In bnloa«    Ho 
pro-depithing la oarriod out tvt tho sugar mill»   The intcr-corp oenoon 1B 

fro» about 15 April to 15 June end fro» 15 October to 15 Decomber*   The 
bagassa it transported by truoxo freo tho sum» mill n% Oiohnr to tho plont 
la Mogadishu« 

Ursa kanrit 390 «d hardener type 300 BASF aro imported fro» 
Nwt Getrogr,   N» additives f->r werter repellent propotli?* are med. 

/ 



Current output;-     ìlio plant produces about 100 cu.m. of particle 
fcoartTof tiie size U>5 x ¿50 c.m., thickness 1, 1.5 à 2 cm with a density of 
0.65 - 0.70 per Momh of which about JO cu.m ara processed in the plant, 
BO percent in prefabricated housing componenta (external walls are coated 
with Polyester and amali gravai, internal walls with urea resin  má two 
layers of peint>.  20 percent is used in furniture manufacture (table tope, 
chair seats, shelves, boti.etas i»tr.}.   \bout 20 cu.m per month are sold 
in retail to fumitm-o man-xfaciurorri  joiners and building contracter«, etc. 

Cost of production of particle boards manufactured from bagasse in 
Mogadishu (as in 1#¡9): 

Product!. Partirle board from bagasse, density 0.65 -• 0.70, thickness 
10, 15, ?0 .«, aise 125x250 cm. 

I pressing 
shift 

{tear Material 

nill 
to 

5,000 

R«ta4Uh» 
fout iw 

«•tortai 
Urea vesin 
Fire wood 
Hoot rio 
powoi 

5» 
1000 

10 pressinr 
shifts per 
month 

Uni* 
price 
8o.9h. 

Total 
Cost per 
month 
So.ah. 

50,000 

about 
5.P05 

10,000 

1,5/100 k# 750 

Ufe/100. fcf      n jgO 

3,50/100 kg    I,?» 
i\ooo 

450 4,yioo h« 

riaffW à 
ftalsrioe 
Hat trial for 
BAintonarwe * 
«•pair« 
Amortisation 
Gommi Mpoa»«i 
Total production oos* •• 

Consumption per cu.«« of boardst 

as«in     5200      -   625.0 kg 

Rs» bagaes«        30,000   -   625.0 kg 

1,000 

4,678 

3,000 

I9»09B 

Composition of bagasso board (l# of »oisture content) 

105,.C k£ aoisture (l'jjfc) 
530f0k<t hone dry bagassa. 

W     ^otal 

Cost pop 
CU.HU 

163,0 
M 

12,5 

61,0 

163,7 



Frica of raw material In Mogadishu market. 

Whole sale price       500 So.Sh. mx> cu.ra,  of boards. 
Retail prie© 600 So.Sh.    »    ' •» 

Pricaa of imrfaoa finished board«. 

a) Coated with polvaeter and email gravel (for external walls about 
22 So.Sh. per Sq m oí whicï, 
taw boardo    l¿ So.Sh. 

Polyester       6   "   »• 
Gravel 2   »•   fi 

Labour g   "   » 
'22 So.Sh. 

b) Coated with +V0 layer» of paint (ft* internal walla about Id So.Sh. 
par Sq n))f which, 
flaw lateri-a 12 So.Sh. 
Paint ¿ Labour        4 So.3h. 

The Oovaraamtt ha« tafcen oognlauiee of thie situation and has 
tot to take •«•{• which will iuture the availability of part of the 

required material to the induotry in too futuro IMI though thie will not 
ho pmoolfele Immediately. Th* Gtovmrannt action u obnnnelled into two erforta. 

9ft» Oovermment lo now iaotolHnf « emnll MM «ill in the oonlfot» sene 
whioh ifill proeoM oodor timbar»» the local market. The mroonoto of tota 
taw aill «111 (hopefully) reduce the dependono« of the furniture intumtry 
on forai«n market for it« demands for raw »Mariai, It la noedlmmo to mention 
that the balanoe of payment situation of the country will bo benifited too. 
CoMldwiRf the ability of the industry to *»provioe on what is available, 
it in expected that thie looal souths of material will have an overall 
devmloemer.t iapttuo 01 tho i-tfurtry. 

SOM «ill rvejoott-    Th* PutaeMrhmont of the auw irill project warn 
first initiated 1C yeara eco by the British Qovernmssji during the British 
Adminiotratio» in the northern part pf Somalia in Salo Foroot Honor*» «hora 
• loeml «odor i« found in akmndanoe. The Britiah Oovernmant installed a 
•Mil portable saw btnoh to convert thie eodor into oui tab] o timber Jfor 
furniturft, window, door frame and limai biuldiAg otruotureo. The mrodnet 
of t«i* btnoh hoe mot neme of the domando for materiale in the furniture 

• industry *t that time. 

151 After tndopondanoe in I960, it warn decided to inaiali a bigger 
mmohint  whioh warn martially installed but worn never brought to full 



Every Government  has bson sympathetic to the project,  yot the fact remained 
the pro joe t was  neithar aboiiaho' nor s-tiafactcriiy implement ad. 

Tha preñent  Government h-.e shown * rTo->t. intere«!;  into thô project 
and hae includaci  it  ir.to the- Nit ion?, i E^voicriviiit Proframmo in the years 
I97I-I973. ¿ proviíúrv. cf 1, "'i'O.O:»? ofì.Ch.  i» -ülocrtjd andar the budget 
of the plrm period. 

The eocond offert of the Govor.inc:it is directed towards creation of 
plantation of quick frowirp local   ->r axotic apjciüB. 

Pacta« plaatatior:-    This pro îact w-?.a -I30 initiated during the 
Brit iahMmi niü trat i oñ in the Kor+i»ara tegion of Somalia (in Berbera) 
«hero a local apacisfi (dmcas) ¿rs planted ir. 1-?V> a "id its perfornanca in 
gr wth, after 14 yenra,«:« rem-'vk&bld. 

Equally th«ä Oovornaoñt is taking 3t^p* for its detention at a modeet 
yearly rate of 2*yj hectare of 777 hactaren for the plan period. Thô Oovomawnt 
has allocated ibout 1,500/0') So Sh*, untor the National Developmeat 
Program»« budget for th¿ ya.-vr» 1571 - 1973 for this project. 

•1 
il 

11 iiÑriiniiiiiti inni Min mrrmirar* f IT 






