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DISCLAIMER

This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations
employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or
degree of development. Designations such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are
intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.
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without additional permission from UNIDO. However, those who make use of quoting and
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State of Development and Underlying Problems

' The Philippines is & country blessed with an abundant forest. The number
of wood epecies that can be found in this tropical country amounts to 3,700 of
which only 100 are being utilized on a commercial basis and the rest relatively
unknown ae far as physical composition is concerned. Aside from the number of

ip'eoies, the volume of production of commercial lumber is equally staggering -~

12,000,000 cubic meters of logs annually. Her export of logs is the highest

in the world and, in terms of its aggregate industries, oontributes 20 per ocent
to the total export earnings of the country.

Viewing the amount of raw materials available, one is almost shooked to
find that the wooden furniture export of the ocountry is merely symbolic and
the per oapita consumption of furniture by the Filipinos is low (US $0.17 per
person).

By qu&ntify and value, the Philippines 'export for the year 1970 can be
broken into: ‘

> 000 US$

~ Logs 9,374,000 240, 365
Sawn Timber 184,000 1,175
Plywood 253 '] 000 25 ’ 4m
Veneer S “ 11,000 ' - 8,100
Other Wooden Products - 9,206

As_ far as the production of furniture is concerned, it oan be seen that
{ts volume is quite imsignificant. And becauss of this, one is tempted to look
desper into the root of the problem. Apparently, the production of furniture
has never been considered correotly in the light of its expert potential and
mass production for looal use.

Treaditiomslly, the existing sesll and '"big" furniture producers have
alvays looked at the market as wuch that one has to produos om order, that is,
the "uli 40 produce" — producing only acoording to the specifiostion of indi-
vidual buyers. Thus, instead of developing factories which are geared towards
mss production, we have job order shops. The net results are factories using
qensrel purposs equipment and relying too muoh on highly skilled artisans.
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Because of the traditional method of meking and selling furniture, the
net result is the prohibditively expensive products (measured in terms of the
local market) and a system that cammot resct to the demand of the world market.
The production demands of the export field are measured in terms of huge
quantities which very few manufacturers in the Philippines ocan meet. Aside
from the productivity aspect, we also find that there exist very few facilities
which ocan trcat the wood properly in order that they ocan oorrespond to inter—
national speoifications (speoially vith respect to moisture content).

Also, as far as foreign marketing is comoerned, we sce that there is no
entity that oonsolidates the marketing efforts of wood producers. Bach
manufecturer has his own exporter - whioh makes it quite diffioult to face
the changing conditions of an intricate world merket. "Contacts' abroad for
one's produot ig the sole business of a producer — whether he is big or small.
This procedure is definitely ineffioient in the sense that there is nmo ooncerted
effort in their marketing.

Definitely, the design of furniture has something to say in the marketabi-~
lity of one's product. The Philippines, with the exception of Rattan (Manila)
furniture, has no original design to speak of. Nost of its products are ocopies
of existing designs of other countries. And even though this design problem
exists, still therc is no Institution, in spite of the large number of
Philippine Universities, that offers ireining to prospective furniture designers
which can come up with original exotio forms that oan be demnded by foreigners.

Aside from the above—mentioned probiems, ome oan see the wastefulness of
the oountry in its utilization of vnluable wood. Table iops are made out of
p0lid lumber whereas they can very well utilise fibre boards and veneer. Bven
the "mot seen" parts of furniture are normslly made out of the high quality
wood mpecies. Perhaps this is the result of having too rioh & dbroad—lesves
forest whioh oannot last forever. But neveriheless, wood, Wing as importanmt
as "gold" should be properly utilised — ff only to gain more from what we have,

We thereforc see = oase wherein the potential of the seoomdary wood pro-
oesssing industry can be greatly improved since the materials are there and only
the methods are laocking.

Defiaitely, there is a lot to be desired ia our wood industry's lewel of
dovelopmat. And, definitely, the prompects for advensemsat exiet.
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1I. The Puture Trends of Wood Processing

The reocognition of the preceding problem is already a sign of impending

progress. It is just a matter of time and education whioh oan be properly
facilitated.

Alresdy there are several governmental agenoics which are existing which
oan be utilized to promote the wood processing industry. The Forest Produot
Research Development Commission is there to know more about the value of all
the wood species in the Philippines and their possible uses. - Once their
studies are properly compiled and di seeminated to the producers, we oan expeot
s tremendous return in terms of benefits to the oountry.

The Institute for Small-Scale Industries of the University of the Philip-
pines oan help the menufacturers in their management problems, and, quite
isportant too, help the wood processors mechanize cheaply through Low-Cost
Autometion. MNechanization in a cheap way can be achieved in a way which is
nost benefioial to the producers and consumers.

Tax inoentives exist through the Boerd of Investment so that mapufacturers
oan gear themselves towards export marketing. ‘

Colleges of architecture are trying to gear their treining progrems
tovards design of furniture. It may take some time, but, & start will surely
develop into a full-time effort.

Sxills exist amongst the pecple and skills can further be oomsérved so
that they are used more efficiently.

A’jonohi exist snd olimates are favoursble to harness the mational effort
towards the develcpment of the wood processing industries.

And with all these in mind, & Furniture Oentre is nmow & the initial
isplementation stage. A Furniture Oentre which will ooordinate existing
agencies and gear their efforts, oarry out research and trein pooph in the
best MMl of getting the most out of our rich wood rescurces - for the
bemefit cf the Pilipiuo mnatiom.

Perbaps, in the very near future, this Mim Oentre will de msm'
. 4n ite fullest potential. | '




PR S AT S

e s s

g

Hiiae

-4 -

As envisioned, the Purniture Centre should be equipped with a laboratory

which oant

1.

3.

4.

5e

Conduct tests on wood speoics as to its nature and physiocal
obarecteristics - whether it oan be produced (and in what manner)
and make into an attractive, scoeptable furniture. |

Pest wooden furniture components to determine the treatment required
20 that the same oan be acceptable to the market (both locsl and

fmw) *

Make prototype furniture to send the same to foreign buyers and
looal producers 0 that they oan be guided sooordingly.

Determine in what way a certain piece of furniture oan be
produoced most efficiently and economioally.

Carry out experiments in terms of new design requirements.
™e laboratory can be the heart of the following activities which the

Osxrtye ocan undertaket

1.
2.

3.

4.

5.

Pacilitating the export marketing of furniture products.

Promote inoreased productivity amongst the different faraiture
end joinmery factories in the Philippines.

Tacilitate the improvement of loocsl, exotic designing of
Fadlippine furniture for world consuaption.

Ressarch on lesser known wood species so that the same o
e imtroduoed in the world market.

freaining of persommel and exsoutives in the latest trends.
oand wethods in production, design and marketing.

e sdove plan will definitely cost & 1ot of momey. BDut, \hrough i%e
Luplessntetion, may oan benefit — from 4he wood preducers and precessere Vo
Ahe tentile mamfacturers (whose products will be parts of he furnitwe).
Only the resuls will tell the final owtoeme, but nevertheless, the outlonk
48 prandalng. ' '




PHILIPPINES EXPORT Ol' F'URNI'IURE 1967 - 19'10 in 000 2

~ Chairs (excl. barbsrs') of wood _ [ | .
. Other furniture of wood, u.e.8. ' 19,5 40.6" 32.3 16.0 58.3
. Parts of furniture of wood ‘, 26.0 0.2 0.8 0.1 -

PSR AR S SR S

Bl o e et s v b o

‘15{ Pile Cabinets and other office . '
furniture of metal - - - - 4.4

.6‘ Other furniture of metal - 6.7 - 3.6 3.8

,W
7? Total - 6.7 7 - 3.6 . 802

E " i' T_
8 ' Chairs (excl. barbers') other than ‘

| wood and metal - 7.0 , - 1.2 9.5 2.6

B e
9’ Furniture of besboo .8 - 2,2 - -
10! Parts of bamboo furniture 0.1
1. Total | 2.8 | - 2.3 - -

D e
12 Purniture of ratten 328.4 438.17 586.0 624.1 857.3
13| Perts of mt‘m‘im | 124.4 107.9 181.8 261.8 161.6

u ?o tal 4528  66.6  T61.8 8859  1,084.9
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 ASSORTMENT OF FURNITURE PRODUCED IN 1969*
Items { Quantity 000 P ) Potal
. 1| Tebles of wood I 11,%39 pos, 2,186 ] -
' 2| Masdbosrds of wood CET 1,006 pos. 295 | i
! 3| Chairs, benoches, stoole, rockers, i
' _settess, lounges, sofas of woad . | 30,149 .pos.. 3,681
"' 4] Beds of wood £,555 pos. 401 |
- 5| Sals, dining, bedroom scts of wood 4,481 pos. 1,680
€| Ohests, dosks, dressers, aparadors, !
trunks, cupboards, plateras of wood 6,992 pos. 2,026 |
1| Showoses and other pa-tition fixtures | - o
of wood 8,321 pos. 1,664
8| Woud furniture not speoified in deteil | '~ no figures - 4,262 ;
-9 Niscellanecus wood furniture and Lo |
; fixtures not elsewhere speoified - no figures - 656
10 | Cabimets for redio, phonograph, radio :
, : , television sets of wood 21,599 pos. 2,22% i
‘11 | ‘Ombtnets for houseaold sewing machine | i
of wood 42,965 pos. 2,266 | 21,36 |
12| Tebles of rattan 6,904 pos. 424 3
13 | Ohsmirs, benches, stools, rockers,
settees, lounges, sofas of rettan 32,384 pos. 1,846
14 | Sela, dining, bedrcom, lawn sets of
.1 3"‘.‘!”. el . _ 3'438 sets 2'm
15 | Beds and other rattad Turniture and
fiztures. not specified imoluding
rettan furniture parts - no figures - | 2,200 6,917
16 | Pox beds and mattresses 21,650 wmits | 5,602 5,602
17 | Tebles of metal 3,225 pos. 157
18 | Chairs, benches, stools, rookers, N SR .
; settess, lounges, sofes of metal 83,915 pos. 1,052
'49 | Deds, sala sets, dining sets, dedroom
f ests, lawm sots, desks, ohests,
e trunks, dressors, tuffets, cupboards : Sl B
7] ot metal - no figures ~ 816
180 | Lookers, sholves, oounters, showoases
. and other partitions and fixtures .- B R
‘ of metal 4,065 pos. 618
21 | Miessllansous housshold metal furni-
ture and firtures inclwding metal :
~ ~ furmitwre parts - .. - - - 2o figures = | 514
2] Offies filing cadimets of metal 11,187 pos. 2,107
1831 Offies amd store lookers, shelves, :
L] ewmpens st mesr | 2,123 pes. {0
M| Megsd office, stove showonses, :
b - par¥ition epd fixtures, plain amd. . '
L ‘ﬁ* ; ; & - i T o ::.':‘“ﬂm T m Bt St
L] Siapts for radio, phonogreph, redie
SRS R Rt L o '{3. *”l”‘«“m”*m,.” BTl ol .‘L;‘:l’:.'”“‘." N L e B USRS AR S
‘ .. i%ere end Wree, N.0.0. .









