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DISCLAIMER

This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations
employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or
degree of development. Designations such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are
intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.

FAIR USE POLICY
Any part of this publication may be quoted and referenced for educational and research purposes
without additional permission from UNIDO. However, those who make use of quoting and
referencing this publication are requested to follow the Fair Use Policy of giving due credit to
UNIDO.
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Please contact publications@unido.org for further information concerning UNIDO publications.

For more information about UNIDO, please visit us at www.unido.org
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Samoa being in the first stage of the timber industry, the potentieal
with natural tropicel conditions, has abundent virgin forest on the two main
islands of Upolu and Savoi'i.

There are three millirg oompaniee ~nd one churoh cutting timber, mainly
native hardwoods.

Over the past 8 years local timber has been rough sawn, then air stacked
for drying. ‘/ith high all year round temperatures and humidity, this method

has not been completely saticfactory.

Reocently an American-owned mill is operating in Savai'i and produoing
the firet quality kiln dried timber for export and local use.

On the island of Upolu when the Germans zoverned Sambu, they planted teak
in rows dividing the oocoa plantations into soctions for shelter and shade, these
trees were spaced at 20' to 30', now they are left to branch out and not trimmed,
when out the knots of the branches joining the trunk give an unusual grained effeot

from the normal forest teak.

With this growth it is hard to find a board more than 6' long in a straight
grain, matching grains sometimes has its problems on items such as tables,
cupboards and larger furniture.

To date we are still using air dried timberj with our first order of kiln
dried notive timbers within the next few weeks, this will improve our export and
looal furniture, joinery and building industry.

For the past 2 years in our factory, we have been using wood preservatives,
teak oils and finishing with polyurethane than in natural satin snd gloes to the
ocustomer's requirements, previously an 0il or varnish finish bhad not stood vwp to
ithe climate beosuse of moisture and glue deterioration.

Manufacturing and building development stems from the overseers and super-
visors as there is no apprentioce or improver system for local psople; although
the naturel ability is high the besio grounding 1o make good tradesmen is yet
%0 be set wp. ‘ ‘
Tost merchants supply imported building timber and do not hendle looally 4
silled timder as this gemerally is not treated thicknessed or dreseed.




Many people would prefer using local timber if possible for interior
wall panels, shelving and furniture, this is now only beginning to meberialise
because previously the time delay in drying, therefore imported materials have
been far easier to obtain in both sizes and quantity.

Enoouraged by the United Mations and the Government, the people are becoming
aware of the resources of these exotic timbers previously not used.

Dip diffusion is being used for specific work when requested, these timbers
are treated at the I'er Samoan Industries sawmill and CGovernment are also setting
up this method for the new airport, lining the interior with matchlining panels
walls, counters and furniture.

Poruonb,l and magasines' design of furniture from overseas styles are
reproduced using leather and handwork, this is becoming a major interest in
this oompany. ‘

¥ith such & small population repetition and mass production of items, we
have not yet had the opportunity to compete, this will start when touriem and
export markets are found other than what we have at present.

In the seminar of furniture and other secondary wood proocessing industries
a listing outlines the topics to be covered during lectures which covers all
aspects and utilisation of what Samoa has in natural raw materials
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