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DISCLAIMER

This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations
employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or
degree of development. Designations such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are
intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.

FAIR USE POLICY
Any part of this publication may be quoted and referenced for educational and research purposes
without additional permission from UNIDO. However, those who make use of quoting and
referencing this publication are requested to follow the Fair Use Policy of giving due credit to
UNIDO.
CONTACT

Please contact publications@unido.org for further information concerning UNIDO publications.

For more information about UNIDO, please visit us at www.unido.org

UNITED NATIONS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION
Vienna International Centre, P.O. Box 300, 1400 Vienna, Austria

Tel: (+43-1) 26026-0 * www.unido.org * unido@unido.org


mailto:publications@unido.org
http://www.unido.org/

. 4

» o 30 Distr.
LIMITED

1D/we.77/CP. 14
15 November 1971

Uniled Nations Industrial Development Organization ORICINAL: ENCLISH

Seminar on Industrial Information
(for the ECAFE and ECA regions)

Tehren, Iran, 14 - 25 September 1970

couwray papm &/
THAILAND
C. Musigchai and C. Vichit~Vadakan
Senior Boonomist Boonomist
Rinistry of Indusiry Board of Investaent

Organised in co-operation with the Iranian Govermment

y The views and opinions expressed in this paper are those of the authors and
do not necessarily reflect the views of the Secretariat of UNIDO. This document has
been reproduced without formal editing.

1d.72-185




We regret that some of the pages in the microfiche
copy of this report may not be up to the proper
legibility standards, even though the best possible
copy was used for preparing the master fiche.







Country Papert THAILAND

Co Musigohai C. Vichit-Vadnkan (Mrs)
Senior Boonomist Feonomist
Hinistry of Indusiry Boayd of Investment

Thaiiand
The eoonomy of Thailand has developed rapidly durins the past decade,
and mamufacturing has been one of the most dynamic seotors, showine an annunal
- * growth from 1950 to 1968 of 12,7 per cent, While ten years aro
n° ~+ry played n negligible part in the national ecoromy, it now rintritntes
over 15 per oent to the (ross Domestic Product., This rapid rrowth can be
attributed largely to the government policy of import mubstitution and to the
investment prosotion system, Although the Covernment plays an active role
4n ntimulating and directing {ndustrial development, the emphasia is on
| a private market sconowy. This policy is reflected by the Indusirial Mnance
siae o Mailand Aot of 1959, which was directed towards the proviscion
of annistanos in the establishment, expansion and modernization of private .
cuterprines. A further step townards the promotion of foreimm and loeal private
L. istpial investmant was made by the passing of the Industrial Investment Act
of 1954, with its wabsequent periodic ame iments to meet the changin eosonomd
and political conditionms. Under thir Aot a guarantee is given apoinst

~-24onalization and expropriation.

Although the important part played by information in tnductrial development
4w 12 wealized, Thailand does not, ac yet, have a well-established -
industrial informatvion rervics. The followin~ bodies can supply infoymvtion
md, in some cases, have plans for the improvement of the servioces offered.

Govelgipaent Rinistyies
.  %he Ninistry of Industry = which includes the followins offices that

. u rmenently, or shortly will be, in a position to supply industrial

* dnfomations




a) The Industrial Registry. The Resister contains data on aprpoximnately
50,000 industrial establishments employir;; more than seven workers or utilizings
machinery with more than two horse power.
) The Central Office of Industrial Information and Studies. The Government,
with the assistance of the UNDP Special Fund, is to set up this Gentre which
will have the followings wnitns
= Data Bank to study the present and potential requirement for data on
industrial establishments; to analyse sources of informationj to
organise and process data; and to disseminate data and promote tho use
of the bank,

- Koonowic Studier Unit (using the information contained in the Data
Bank) to study the impact of certain poliny measures; to undertake studies and
calmlate parameters for Planing purposes; and tn undertake studies for
general uee by asencies and private enterprises.

= Librry, which will hold books and periodicnls on industrial economios,

eoonopetrics, econominc statistios, information systemn and data banks
and data procesasing.

o) The Planning Offios. It is planned that thiz Office will provide
information on the feasidility of industrial projects, including data on
pr-duction capanity, number of types of manufacturing plants in current operation,

4) The Industrial Promotion Department. This Department is expected to
issue documents“ond pudblioations on industrial prosress and to provide teohnical
advioe in the fields of industrial finance, industrial promotion, marketing, etn.
2.  The Ninistry of Boonomic Affairg,

3. The Ministry of Minance.
Scxermment 0ffices and Departments
1. The Boad of Investment —~ the functions of the Roard include the provision

of up~to=date information on the enonomic conditiont and trende in the rountry

Aot




and in the region, information on the investment climate and other relative
information in this field. Its Investment Information and Service Division
perforns the following information functionss
- the collection of information on marketing conditions, investment
opportunities, employment, transport and communications, and on
industrial siteo;
- provision of infommation on specific subjects on request;
=~ the editing and printing of Promtional literature;
- the issuing of pudblications and periodicale on industrial investment,
4he economy and industry in Thailand}
= mintenance of contact with news media for the digsemination of
information;
~ organisation of meetings;
~ operation of a question and answer mervice for inquiries from abroad.
2  The National Statistiocal Offioe - the Office carried out an industrial
omasns in 1964 and also publishes an annwal survey of industry.
Jo* The Departaent of Labour - which publishes an anrual urvey on manpower
and employwment,
4. The Customs Department - whinh pabliches annually import and export data
st the anterprive level.
5% The hw, Department — which makes an annual collection of data at the
wterprise level and a monthly collection At the establishment level.
6 The Industrial Science Deparinent,
National Organisations and Associationr
1, The Thai National Docmentation Centre (™DC) - which wam entablished
in 1961-62 with the technical assistance of UNES:O and is now uttiached to

the applied Scientific Research Corporation of. Thailand, It denls with all




‘Document procurement,

fields of natural sciences, applied sciences and technology.

bibliography compilation and translation services are provided. TNDC has compiled

a Union Catalogue of periodical holdings of the libraries of Banrkok. Reproductions

from the holdines of the npecial libraries of Banckok are provided on request in the

form of microfilm or photocopies. The Centre compiles bibliographies on an

ad hoc basis a8 well as in responpe to specific requests.

2, The Association of Thai Industiries - which acte as a Chamber of Industry
and has initiated a request to the Government for the establishment of a central
information service. \

3. The National Economic Development Board - which is in charge of ovu"all
planning.

4. Me Industrial Finance Corporation of Thai)and,

5,  The Marketing Association of Thailand. -

6. The Small Industries Institute.
7. 'ﬂ‘lﬁ M or 'm&ilfm‘lo

Conalusion
Thailand's requirements for industrial information become more obvious

as industrialisation proceeds. Although in the past 1ittle attention was

paid to the organisation of industriul information, and the exirtins mervices
were often not in a position to provide comprehansive infarmation, the

country is now taking steps to remedy this -ituation; This i demonntrated

by the governmgnt request for UM assistance in the establishment of the
Contral Offioe of Industrial Informrtion and Studies within the Ministry

of Indurtries, which i expected to nlay an important role in the co-ordination

and standardization of information sources. Furthermore, individual hodjes,

such as the Roand of Invantment, have plons to improve the soope Ard

efficiency of the information sarvices nffered.









