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Thailand 

The eoonoay °<" Thailand ha* develop«! rapidly during- the past decode, 

and manufacturing ha« be« one of the »oet dynunic seotors, ehowin, «n annual 

• • -    ' growth fro» I960 to 19*8 of 12.7 per ««it.    While ten yoarn ago 

n    ^ry played a negligible pert in the national economy,  " "<>w rintri^te« 

over 15 per cent te the Groes Do«eetic Product.   Thie rapid growth can bo 

attributed largely to the govern»ent policy of import subBtitution and to tho 

inveetmant promotion eyat«.   Although the Governieent play, nn active role 

in «tiaulating and «lirectiiU! iwtantrial development, the ewphaiii« *« «" 

a private «atfcet economy.    TM« policy is reflected by the Induetrinl fin«»«» 

-'i.«- r.r Thailand Act of 1999, which %m* directed toward« tha provioitm 

of aa«Ì8t«oe in tha eetabliidiawrit, expansion and moderni ration of private 

..terpriet..    A furth.r «tap toward* the promotion of foreign «id local private 

¿strial invrfnt was «ade by the paseins of the Industrial Investment Act 

of 1954, **» "• •**•*»** Periodic —» *»**« *° m« the chan/?in COtttwmkti 

and political «endltiwie.    Under thi* Aet a «aawntw i« given againet 

r.Rionali eat ion and expropriation. 

Although tht import*»* part play* by information in induetrial davelopmert 

;„t,ili «ali*«*, npUland do.« not, ao yet, have a well-established 

industrial tafo«**«. *««*o«.    »• following bodies can ««ply infom«Hion 

„d,  in «me ease«, have plane for the improvement of the services offered. 

Ministri»* 

i.      Tiia Ministry of Industry - Which include» the following office* that 

., T>-eaently, of shortly vili be, in a poeition tc supply induatrial 

* 4nfon»tiont 
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a) The Industrial Registry.    The Register contains data on aprnoxi-natcly 

50,000 induatri.il establishments employir/; more than  seven workero op utilising 

machin«ry with more than two horee power« 

b) The Central Office of Induotrial Information and Studies.    The Government, 

with th« Assistance of the UNDP Special  ftxnd, is to set up this «entre which 

Mill hanr« the following unitnt 

- Data tank to «tudy the present and potential requirement for data on 

industrial establishments; to analyse sources of infomationf to 

organise and proceso dataj and to disseminate data and promote tho use 

of the bank. 

- Koonoaio Studie« Unit (using the information contained in the Data 

*»*) to study the impact of certain policy measuresf to undertake studies and 

oaloulata parejsater« for planning pun»se«| and to undertake studies for 

ßmneral use by agencies and private enterprises. 

- Library, which will hold books and periodicals on industrial économies, 

•ooneaetrics, economic statistic«,  information system« and data banks 

and data prooesaing. 

c) The Planning OTfioe.    It is planned that this Office «ill provide 

information on the feasibility of industrial project«,  including data on 

pr^duetion capacity, number of typ«« of mrtrmfaeturins plant« in current operation. 

d) T*e Induirtrial  Promotion Departmetit.   This Department is expected to 

Iseo« doeaBmusVmd publications on indumtrial propre«. «nd to provide technical 

advice in the field, of industrial finance, industrial promotion, marketing et«. 

?.      The Ministry of Economic Affaire. 

3«      The Ministry of Finance. 

Qcyemment Offices and Departments 

1.      T». Bum .f Urnmtmmt . lh. »mntum. .f th. Hb«d inclito th, pr.vi.rton 

«f .p-to-tat. MW1«. on th. .oonomlc «wdltion» ^ itmia ,„ th. „mtty 



- 3 - 

and in the region, inforaation on the investment climate and other relative 

information in thin field.    Its Investment Information and Service Division 

perforas the following information functions* 

j - the collection of information on aarketin/r conditions,   investment 

opportunities,  emploient, transport and communication«, and on 

industrial siteo| 

- provision of information on specific subjects on request; 

- the editing and printing of promotional  literature! 

- the issuing of publications and periodicals on industrial investment, 

ihm eoonoay and industry in Thailand| 

- SAintenanoe of contact with news media for the dissemination of 

informât i on| 

- organisation of Meetingai 

- operetion of a question and answer service for inquiries fro« abroad. 

f.     The »ational Statistical Office - the Office carried out an industrial 

oenstta in l©44 end also publishes an annual survey of industry. 

3. The Departaent of Labour - which publishes an annual nurvey on manpower 

ana employaient* 

4. Ths CUstos. Departaent - which publish«« annually import and expert data 

at «he enterprise level. 

5. 1** Revenue Departaent - which ««Jets an annual collection of data at the 

enterprise level and a «onthly «ellection at the establishment  level. 

6. The Industrial Science Department. 

gettonai Organisations and Associations 

1.     The fhai national Do<ri»entation Centre (WDC) - whach was established 

in 1961-6? with the technical assistance of UlfESCO and is now attached to 

*he applied Scientific Research Corporation of"Thailand.    It deals with all 
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fields of natural sciences, nppliei "*•»<>•• «* technolo^.    Document procurement, 

bibliography compilation »d translation service* are provided.    TNDC has compiled 

a Union Catalog of periodical holding of the libraries of Banrfco*.    Beproductione 

from the holding of the special librarie« of Banrfcok are provided on request in the 

form of microfilm or photocopiée.   The Centre compiles bibliographies on an 

ad hoc basis as well ao in response to specific requests. 

2. The association of Thai Industries - which acts as a Chamber of Industry 

and has initiated a request to the Government for the establishment of a central 

information service. 

3. The National Economic Development Board - which is in charge of overall 

planning. 

4. The Industrial Finance Corporation of Thailand. 

5. The Marketing Association of Thailand. 

6. The Small Industries Institute. 

7. The Bank of Thailand. 

Conclusion 

TAailand'a rarement* for industrial information beoomm more obvious 

M industrisliBation proceeds,    Although in the past little attention was 

paid to th« organisation of industrial information, and the oxirtin^ servies* 

were often not in a position to provide comprehensive information, the 

country is now taking steps to remedy this situation.    Thie is demonstrated 

by the government request for UH assistane« in the establishmmnt of the 

Central Offio« of IndustriHl Information and Studies within the Ministry 

of Industries, whioh is expected to olny cm important role in the co-ordination 

and standard!nation of information nourcee.    Furthermore, individual bndies, 

such a» the Board of Invontment, have plrms to improve the snore ard 

effioienoy of the information nervi ces off «red. 

•HHHp VMSSSS 3^fe'P*l^ 






