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Office of  ¿he Development  Commiaioner 

While large enterprises can afford  to maintain an internal  information 

unit to provide the industrial information necessary to their advancement and 

efficient operation,  the small-scale concern must depend on government or 

semi-government extension agencies.      Sirce small-scale industry plays an 

important role in India's economy,  industrial information services for this 

seotor are correspondingly important.      The following bodies are in a position 

to supply industrial information of various types to Indian industry. 

National Organisations 

1.    Small-scale Industries Development Organization - which was established 

in 1954 to provide advisory and consultancy services for the development of 

•mall-scale industries in India.      Field agencies of the Organization, the 

Small Industries Service Institutes, are located in the various regions of 

the country.      Its Industrial Information Service systematically collect« 

information and data on small-scale industries and technical information. 

Requests for information on technical, managerial and marketing problems 

and on the latest techniques of production are processed.      The following 

types of information are supplied: 

- Field studies and surveys,   techno-economic surveys,  in-plant 

studies on individual concerns, and model schemes for new 

enterprises; 

- Standards set by the Indian Standards Institution} 

- Advice on types and availability of machinery\ 

- Haw materials and their availability; 

- Technical know-how; 

- Patented processes developed by the National Laboratories. 
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The InduBtrial   Information Sorvioe also provides advice and 

guidance to small-scale industries  in establishing co-operation with 

large-scale enterprises and in securing for*ign collaboration.      It 

publishes technical bulletins, reports,  industry prospect sheets, ana 

data from ad hoc inquiries.     In addition to the internally produoed 

material, it maintains a collection of publications on general and 

technical subjects.      For reference purposes,  it has codified and 

classified the information it holds. 

?.    Snail Industry Technical Documentation and Communications Centra - 

which is being planned as a research wing of the Small Industria« 

Extension and Training Institute to meet the need for information on 

current research work and technology.      Specific services art to 

ino lude: 

- Continuous and comprehensive collection of technical literature} 

- Selection, classification and indexing of data} 

- Selective dissemination of information} 

- Reproduction services} 

- Preparation of a list of available consultant«} 

- Liaison work with national laboratori««, lar«;« industrie«, 

etc.,  in the collection of r«searon result«} 

- Obtaining technical information from abroad. 

3.    Indian National Scientific Documentation Centra (IN3D0C) - whioh 

established in 195? with the technical assistano« of UfflOOO by the. Council 

of Scientific and Industrial Research.      Its servio«« cover all fiala« of 

the natural sciences and technology and include» 

- Provision of answers to spscific inquiries} 

- Publication of the monthly bull stin "Indian Abstracts"} 

- Preparation of bibliographie« and literature search M oa aa 
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*d hoc basis and on roquât; 

- Reproduction of required ««.tarlai f•» T „ • 
terial from Indian and foreign sources; 

- nation of arUele, on r<Wit.      (Th. ^ ^^ 

Scientific Creation is notify of translations so prepare 

and announce« them to members.) 

- Maintenance of a Union Catalogue of scianti^,        •  , 
ç«f» oí scientific periodicals in 

Indian librari es; 

- «>-«. o, sll ,oitntmo wiodiori8 of ^ UM to tt> 

oountry j 

- concio« or «« „d unpuHiÉhwl ^^ ^ ^ 

India; 

- Circulation to oth« MUBtrl* of illfor„tlon „„ ^ 

•ciantifi« work} 

infomation and documentation} 

Pi«. ». un4w ^ for th, Mtabll,tomt of m ^^ aoitMi 

Library. 

4-    initio» „, c.„.ulW 8^iow ^ for m ut^m cmin 

•«•U-ieals Industrias in pursuanee «r *w. 
P^uancs of the recordation, of tas Pirat 

Arro^âaian Conf trenos   on tee.ii .«-i. T ^   . on ¡»ail-scale Industry in Cairo. 

5. Indian Instituts of Foreign Trade. 

6. Mattonai Indian Dsvslopssnt Corporation. 

7. Plaanin* Co»»i»sion. 

«. »traotorata^««! of Technical Ba^oe^t. 

9. Induatrial Finanoa Corporation. 
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10. State Bank of ìndia. 

11. Centrai Statistical Organisation. 

Research Organizations 

1.      Council of Scientific ant? Industrial Research. 

?.      Indian Inati.tute of Science. 

3. National Council  of Applied Economic Research. 

4. Government Research Offices. 

5. Documentation Research and Training Centre. 

Industrial Associations 

1.      Indian Institute of Packaging - which wae established aß a society 

in 1966 by the packaging and allied industries in India with the 

participation of the Ministry of Commerce.      It is * non-profit organisa- 

tion engaged in the dissemination of informatimi, research, and in the 

provision of training and advisory services in the packaging fisld. 

?,     All-India Plastic Manufacturers •  Federation. 

3. Indian Electrical Manufacturers' Association. 

4. Pharmaceutical Federation 01* Indi*. 

5. Chemical Plant Manufacturers' Association of India. 

Conclusion 

As the operations of information services oannot be optimally effected 

within the limits of a single country,  it is recommended that a regional 

Afro-Asian Information Service for industries be organized with unit offioee 

in meaner countries so that information resources can be pooled and disseminated 

to the respective governmental and non-goveramer.tal extension agencies charged 

with the implementation of industrial development programmes. 

UNDP assistance has been offered to India in the establishment of a 

foreign trade information centre to provide current overseas »arket information 

to exporters, trade, industry and foreign importers. 






