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Like most of the Urited Mations Reconomic Commirsions, the role of the
United Nations Tconomic Commiseion for Asiz wnd the Far Jast in the system
of internaticnal co-operation has Leen the promotion Hf economic and social
progress 1in member and agsociate member countries of the region through
regionzl co-operation. The benefits 1o be derived from regional approach
to development problems were obvious. In the industrics’ field, internctional
divasion of lebour and pooling of werv-ts and resource: ¢oul:l be achieved
which would make economies of ecale possible. Then, intra—regional trade
expansion could be achieved, which ir turn coull accelercte the process of
structural changes in the economies of developing member countries deemed

essential if sustained economic gruwth were to be achieved.

411 the distinguished participante of this Symposium would undoubtedly
agree with me that promotion of regional co-operation is by no means an
easy task. This is particulerly true for a vast region like 4sia and the
Far East, which stretches from Iran in the West to Western 3amoa in the Rast
and which covers countries with diverse political and social systems and
which are at varying levels of industrial development. Nevertheless, we feel
that regional approach is nccemsary complement to glotal and national approaches

to achieve the desired ratee of economic growth in the developimg countries.

In the carlier years, the efforta of TCAFD had been concentrated on
bringing countries together by orgarizing seminars, conferences and other
meetings (or sharing of experience and knowledge and formulation of recommendations
for action,

The first Conferenee on the Development of Fertilizer Industries in usmia
and the Far Tast orpanized at Bomboy, Indiic in 1)6), was one of u neries of
meetings organized by FCAFT in the field of fertilizer induntry,

The Conference brought repreaentat ives of erventecen member c¢ountries
together with neveral internationel axperts in the field of fertilizer
industry. It provided the opportunity for the exchange of views and experisnce
among countries of the region ir the planning and progremming of fertilizer
industries and the choice of technology, process, size of planta, etc, The
benefit which a country can have by drawing upon the experience of other
countries, similarly placed, is immengse and such experience is often more
relevant than the example of advanced countries elsewhere. The plant visits
conducted after the Conferaence to various fertilizer factories in India

provided opportunities to engincers and plant opcrators of countries attending




operetione in similer conditions and with more

the “onferencc to scc similar

or less similer rovulpment ond perscrnel and Lo leern ar first hand the

pxperience geincd by India in the speratior of fertilizer foctories.  This
eyperience wrm invrluchle to tg countries which were jurt starting the
fertilizer industry.

Lport from theme bor-f *e  the robit of wvorking te cther hi8 instilled
in the countrice of the pegion the spirit »f seeing one another's point of
view within the contert of the rofional necde and fostercd o common approach

to varioua problems fecing the coumtriea of the region.

This Conferencc wan tollowed '+ *he Seminar on the Development and
Utilization of Maturel Cas lesources held in Tcheran, Iran, in 1967 and the
Seminar on Sources of Minerai lav Materials for the Fertilizer Industry hcld

in Bangkok ir 1707,

8 1 have gtoted before, in the carlicr years, TCuF's efforte were
concentrated on the promotion of regional co-operction tarough sharing of
experience &nd knowledsre any the hubit of working topether among member countries,
In leter veers, the omphasis was ~hifted to regionnl co-operetion through joint

action. In the indu-trial ficld, the efforts of FCLFT to promote joint-action

programmes gailned momentum with tic c¢stablishment by ™WUFR of the asian
Industrial Development Council in September 1445, In the field of fertilizer
industry, en fAction Group on Firtilizers and Allied Chemical Industriee were
orpanized at Nangkok, Thailand in October 1)07 with the object of holding
preliminary consultation among interested courtries of the region on the
peesibilities of extablisning specific projects in the participeting countries,
am e bilntern? or meltiloter ) hanie -pq to sucrert aprropriate action,

The representatives from Irdie, Indonesiu, Iren, Japan, the Philippines,

8ingapore and Brurei participated in the action Group. "

Joint-venture projects rccommender weres (i) erteblishment of a sulphur-
amonie complex in Iran by Indin and Iren- (1) developmont of phosphate deposits

in the Philippinen by India en! the Thilippines (1i1) cotablishment of joint-

venture projecte in the Philippires hetween the Philippines &¢nd Iran, and in
Singapore between Sirgapore ryd Tear to produce ammonium phosphate, diammonium
phosphate, super-pnosphote and PK frrtilizers from import~d phosphorie acid
rrom Iren  (iv, estcblichment of Jolit-venture projects in Indonesie batween

Indonesie cnd Indic, wnd zled Dotweorn Irdonesic snd Jepen end [v) establishment




of joint-venture projects in hrunei, Iran, the Fnilippines and Singapore between

the respcctive countries and Japan.

The second haian Conference on Irdustrializetion held at Tokyo in Octaber
19770 recommended a number of projects for implementation by the .islan Industriol

Development Council. They include the following projecta:

1. To explore the possiblitics of regicnal co-operation in respect of
production and marketing of intigenous raw moterials, egpecially
sulphur gnd rock phosphote yueno

2o To explore the possibilitine of regsionel ~o=operetion i the
development and expinnion of trade in row matericls end finiched
fortilizer products

. To eamiet interented eountries in undertaking techno-economic studies
on the esteblishment of fertilizer plants based either on loral
feedstock or imported smmoniz and to aseist them to comc together
ond initiate consultations on the poneibilities of multinational
projects to establish largo plontn

4. To assist intercsted.countries in ascertaining their requirement
of phosphate and multinutriant fertilizers by kind during 1970-1960.
end to anseist in conducting techno-economic studies for the establish-
ment of these plants

At this point, I would likec to may & few words sknrut the work of aAuian

Industrial Development founcil, es it ir relevant t. the role of FCLFT in

apsisting the countries in developing “he fertilizer industry.

The torms of reference of the Council covered the following general areas:

Area Number 1, Identification of industrial projectis

Ares Number 2. Assisting countrics in the preparation of feasibility studies,
engincering reports, etc, and

Lrea Number 3. Assimting courtries in taking oll necessery stepn for
implementing the projects.

I might be of interest to this Symposium to know how the asion Industrial

Development Council carries out its work., To give you an cvample, I would like

to toke up the work done in the Fetrochemicol Industrv:
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(c) 1In 1768, a survey minsion on Petrochemiczl Indurtries wae orgenizad
to identify potentiel multi-national projrets. The minsion visited
nine countries of the recgion which showed intcrest in the survay
and prepared a repori containing a list of potential multi-nationnl
projects, Preliminary economics of production, including the
commercial profitability was given for each of projects identified.




() e resort o e qbmite CCoLne v rmin onts coacerned. WLftep the
. CP o b poport ponresentat poos of Loc e Uwvernments met in
Bungkow tno 1is t L iy i e coecte an which they

WoTe Antersntoy Lo collriomat s end §or viitel detotled feuribility
Studices wor pegair A, oot proscets wois the posasible establ ish.
et Touthesst Laen U treches on] “emnlav i which three countries,
namels, Irdoreeln, the Thitippines, and Singapore showed interest,

UL scoretariat oo chproaches the arterestod Governments to nspigt
in the prepasrati-» ¢ 1. voressers foesicill v ostudy.  The French
Covarnmert offercd the fervices of he Peenen Petrolewr Institute

to dn the dnk freo of caat ot TCLFT. The studs was completed in

carly fhishgrar ard vor o aukbe ity o fo 4 pan coeuntries ~oncerned,

(¢) ™™ has alread: vorcivad o regiest from the Fiilippines Jovernment
to orgenige the meeting of vopresa Lt ivers of three countrica to .
disruse Lhe feagibi ity ~tulr fop presible collaboration in the
esteblishmert of the Southe: st «fle Petrorhemical complex,
cEian Dndurtricd Development Souncil had up to dutc identified many project
poseibilitice in industrios gush ea iron and steel, agricultural machinery,
petrochemicrls, fertilizera, forcatebaged industries and agro-industries. It
organized twelve rurvey missions and two feasibility studiecs, one in iron and

steel and the other in the petrochemiral industries,

A1l themc activities heve boon undertaken wits the whole-hearted support
of UNIDO and intepested member countries which contributed experts free=of-cost
to EC/FT,

It will be noted that “ithough rongiderch. Progress Fud loen mede in
identification of projects, the srme drorec of propress had not been uchieved

in respect of the other two AE3or ereas, namcly, undertaking fraaibility studiee
and implementation of projects,

Tegionul mombers of TOAFT hove ¢ ven gcrious congi eration to this mettep
end have decided during the lest snasion of the Commission held in Menile in
horil this yoor that necessary essistance ehould be sought from the United
Nations Development Programme for the purpoge of

(1) Croeting the port of op “vecutive Mirector for +IDC, who will be
responsible for undertoking follow-up work on all the projocts, not
2nly with the member Governments but alge with the private sector,
in order th:t apecdy implomentation of prejects muy be realiged

() Obtainirg Lerhnicn supprort top undertaking feusibility stulies, and :
the preparation ot Cnelneering reperts,ete,

RCAFT aparcior,ot Lee, feeordingly, prepered o requeet for UNUP asmigtance

involving a UNDP contributlon of coogt Usgjoﬂ,aﬂo over a period of 3 years and




-]

circulated it to regionel member countries for their consideration. Three

countries, namely, Philippines, Necpal and Singapore had already submitted their
epplications to UNDP, New York, through the UNDP Resident Representatives in

their respective countries.
Bopefully, if this rcquest for MDD cssistance is aprroved next year,we

can look forwurd to more intensified work in the pronot;bn of industrial

projects, including fertilizer projects in the developing countries of this

Tog ion.









