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This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations
employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or
degree of development. Designations such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are
intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.
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CONCLUDING REMARMS B8Y THE RCD SECRETARIAT
TO THE SEMINAR ON SMALL SCALE INDUSTRY

The discussions in the Seminar have shown that wvach delugatian‘
agrasswith th: necd of having furth'r coopsration in thefield of smell
scale industry. From tha RCD Sacrecariat, we would liko to point
out the course for thae implemontation of this consunsus uf opinlon

which may be of help whilc formulating the racommundations of
this Seminar.

Discussions have highlighted the nged for sach country to examing
its owh pulicy of its small scale industry so thatAhu dovelopmant of this
gsector in cach of the individusl RCD countrics dous not suffer. The point
was made that apart from its obvi#us advantages small scale industry
could elsc be used affectively fur successfully casing unamployment/
under-gmployment dus tc its peculiar use f labour intensive mwethods,

A mention was ales madu 2f thu need fur having o list of items within
sach country fur which small scale industry should be made exclusively
responsible for. Such & list could comprisc of few items initially

end additions may take place in due course of time according to

neads and faqUirdments. Othar incantive muasures in regard to the
devclopmant and protection of small scale industry in sach country

werc also discussed. It was falt that ofter each of tha member countries
had exsmined thuir policies and decided upon a future course of action
they could send information to the RCD Secrctariat. The RCD Socretariat
would circulate this inforsntion so thot sach member country would kecome
awers of and know botter sbout what is going on in thu othar two.

Tha axchanga of exporiences vis-a=vis the ouurations and results achieved
by national institutions dueling with small industries would be very

useful and could also be attained in such a way.




A lsrge measurc of the success of coaporation or in fact making
cooperation possible in this ficld would depend on the outcome of the
discussiuns concurned with trade liboralisation mcosures in regard to
which o decision is likely to be token in, the nuar futurc. Developing
emall scalo industry on 1 rugional busis would be possible 1f small
scalo 1ndua£ry caters fcr a rogional markaet. Cooperation in this sector
could by snd large cover thu sama ficlds that cooperation in ths
heavy indugtry soctor has alresdy covorad. The characteristics of
pmbl'emo and difficultics would tond to be similar, Cooperation in this
spctor would, therefore, not be completely a now feature and it would
not be taking & leap in thc dark. Many present proposals before the
membaor governments would be uscful for coopcration in this field, e.q.,
the trade negotiationa, negotiations regarding the setting up of an RCO
Dovelopmant Bank for providing crodit facilitics end proposals regerding
industrial collaboration in the region, utc.

. RCD

Member Countrias can in the next meating of the Lommittee on Industry
discuse this esp.ct. We are sure that there will bs many common areas '
for development and inter-dapendence that con be oxplorued. The neod
for regionsl cooperaiion cen bc brought out in this RCD forum which would
in affoct be preparing ground for a decislon in the matter to be taken
at the RCO Regionel Planning Council and Miniaterial Council. The Committee
on Industry can on the request of membor governmcnts also be entrustod
with the task of examining poseibilitiee for the promotion of small
scale industry on a sub-contracting bosie esp.cially in rolation to the
Joint purpose enterprisses which have already been gstablish .d and those
which would be set up in future. As the Committec on Industry is thu forum
in which joint purpose cnterprisss and other industrial collaboration in
RCO esre discussud, it would bu appropriatu for this Committue to consider
regional cooperation in smell scale industry as well,
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L ngads to be mentioned herc that che RCO Chember of Commerce and
Industry can be used by member govcrnmun'ta for the development of smali
ascale industry on a'nationa) as well @8 cn a regional basis. This Saminer
ham pointed out that it is impormtive for information regarding this sactor
to bt fed to the RCD Chambur. The privete sectcr in the region addresses
itself to this urgan of RCD Por irformation as well as for providing data
on marketing, stc, so that invustment and other decisions can be taken,
Once o decision haz heen taken to pursuc devaloupment of small scala
induatry on a regional basis, thue Chamber can always be requested to provide
peporaty scrvices, facilitiecs to feed information, utc‘., spocifically for
thies scctor.

For any development in this sector, it is imparative that all those
Sonnect.d with this sector becoms cwarc of ©eacn other's presense and activities
#0 thet no time is lost on this account. Thia process cah be started right-
sway with regular exchanges of information regarding policies pursued in
9ach mamber country basid on projuctions fur the future siving broad outlings
of futura possibilities and requiremants,

Tha indication given Ly participants tict membes zountrics would be
i11ing to offer treining facilities !n this field in thuir res2zctive
ountries to nationals of the othor two countrius can be actiwvily pursuaed
hrough the RCD framework. There is a rather extensive&%gramc uf vechnical
‘H voporation. A provision can bus made for a spccific number of training and

%t‘usearch facilities in the fiold of smell scale industry out of the
%otal scholarships and fellowships offered under this programma.

: Cooperation on a regioeal busis in the vevalopment of small scale
:1ndustry can ba ut‘fecti\‘nzly purgucd il a meeting af thue repressentatives of
g the three RCD memper guvernments is held on this suwujsct. Such 8 mestlng
would have to be organised through the RCD Committee on Industry. A point
aignificantly raiscd in the course of the Saminar has baen the need for a
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broad-based survey af the potentinl for thu development of small scale
industry in anch of the thres thrie countriee highlighting areas for
regional coopiration. UNIDO can pravide assistance in conducting such

n survey. The Sceretariat could initintc ection in this regard if membor
governments would agree fur such o survey to be undertaken. Similarly

in due course of time, if it 1s considered oppropriate, membur

countrics hay requusat the assistance of UNIDU in setting up a Reglonal
Cuntre for Small Scalo Industry. What we plan in the Secrutariat at
presunt 1s to circulate the recommundations of this Seminar and to convay
to mumbur govurnments arcas of agrouwment and emphasls and in fact the whole
vutcome of the Scminar, It would be desirable fur participants of this '
Sominar who are associated with this scctor to take up the matter within
thelr respuctive gavernments. This would onsure thot it is not dealt with
in a routinised time-consuming waoy. When information 1s avallsble with
the Sucrutariat we can apprise the RCD forums concarncd and movae
uffoctively forward in the mettor,









