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CONCLUDING REMARKS BY THE RCD SECHETARIAT 

TO THE SEMINAR ON SMALL SCALE   INDUSTRY 

The discussions in the Seminar have shown that each delegation 

agraeswith tr:s need of having furth T cooperation in thefield of small 

acala industry. From tha HCl) Secretariat, we would like to point 

out tha course for the implementation of this consonsua uf opinion 

uh ich may be of help while formulating the recommendations of 

this Seminar. 

Discussions have highlighted the need for each country to examine 

its own pulley of ita small scale industry so  thatthe dovelopmant of this 

sector in each of tha individual RCO countries does not auf fur. The point 

was made that apart from ita obvitus advantages small scala industry 

could else be used effectively f^r successfully casing unemployment/ 

underemployment duo te ita peculiar use   jf labour intensive methods. 

A mention was alea mado :»f thu need fjr having a list of items within 

each country f¡>r which small acale industry should bo made exclusively 

responsible for. Such Q list cnuld comprise uf feu items initially 

and additions may take place in due course of time according to 

needs and requirements. Other incentiva measures in regard to the 

development and protection of Binali scale industry in each country 

wero also discussed.  It una felt that after each of tha member countries 

had examinad their policiea and decided upon a future course of action 

they could send information to tht RCD Secretariat. The RCD Bocrotariat 

would circulate this information ao that each membor country would hecomo 

aware of and know botter about what is going on in thu othor two. 

Tha exchange of experiences vis-a-vis thu ouurations and rusults achieved 

by national institutions dueling with small industries would be very 

useful and could also be Attained in such n wny. 
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A large moa aura of the success of cooparation or in fact making 

cooperation possible  in this field would depend on thu outcome of the 

discussions enncurned with  trade liberalisation measures in regard to 

which a decision ia  likely  to be taken  in. the nuar future.   Developing 

•mall acalo industry on n  rugionul basis would bo possible  if small 

scalo industry caters fer a ragionai markst. Cooperation in  this sector 

could by and large cover the sama fluids  that cooperation in thu 

huavy industry sac tor hai alreody covorad.  The characteristics of 

problems and difficulties would tond to be similar. Cooperation in this 

spctor would,  therefore,  not be completely a now feature and it would 

not be taking a leap  in the dark. Many present proposals before tho 

meabar governments would be useful for cooparation in this field, e.g., 

tho trade negotiations, negotiations regarding the setting up of an RCO 

Development Bank for providing credit facilities end proposals regarding 

industrial collaboration in the region,  utc. 

RCD 
Member Countries can in the next meeting of the Committee on Industry 

discuss this aspect,  die aro sure that there will be many common areas 

for development and inter-dependence that can be uxplored.   The need 

for regional coopers lion con bu brought out in this RCD forum which would 

in effect be preparing ground for a decision in tho matter  to be taken 

ot the RCO Regional Planning Council and Ministerial Council. The Committee 

on Industry can on the request of member governments also be entrusted 

with the task uf examining possibilities for the promotion of small 

acale industry on a sub-contracting bosls especially in rolation to thu 

joint purpose enterprises which have already been establish d and those 

which would be set up in future. As the Committee on Industry is thu forum 

In which joint purpose enterprises and other industrial collaboration in 

RCD are discussed,  it* would bu appropriate for this Commit tue to consider 

regional cooperation in smell scale industry as well. 
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It naads to bu mentioned here• that  ¿ho HCO Chamber of Commerce  and 

Industry  can bo used by membur governments for tho  development of small 

acale  industry on a'national, as well ae en a  regional basis. This Sotsinsr 

hs:j pointed out that it  is  impnrntivu for Information regarding this  sector 

to be fed  to the RCD Chamber.   Tna private sector  in the  region addresses 

itself to   this organ or r^CO for information aa wall as for providing  data 

on markotlng,  este, so that invuetment nnd other decisions can be taken. 

Once o decision h33 been   tokpn  to pursua dcvulopment of small scala 

industry on a regional basis,   thu Chamber con always bd  requested to  provide 

•eparatu services,  facilitine  to *eed information,   etc.,   specifically  for 

this sector. 

For any development in  thi3 secter,  it  is imperative that all  those 

lonnect^d with this sector br.cumu eu/drc uf each other's présense and activities 

lo that no  time is lost on tnie account. This process can be started right- 

•uiey with  regular exchanges of  information regarding policies pursued in 

fach member country basad on projections for the  futurs giving broad outlines 

•f future possibilities and requiremjnts. 

4 Thu  Indication givun by participjntb   fciiot membor countries mould be 

(tiling  to  affor training facilities J.n this  field in their respective 

DountrlüB   to nationals of  the other tuo countrìuB  can ba actively pursued 

»hrough the RCO framework.   There is a rather extensive/iprogramme of  technical 

Ifceoporatian.  A provision can bj mado for a specific number of  training and 

")*B8uarch  facilities in the fiulrJ of small scale  industry out of the 

Jtotal  scholarships and fellowships offered under  this programme. 

Cooperation on a regional busia in the  L'evalopment of small scole 

[industry can be affectively puroued if n meeting  af thu representatives of 

[the three  RCD member governments is held on  this  auujuci.  Such a meeting 

[would hovu  to be organisai through  the RCD Committee on  Industry. A point 

significantly raised in  the course of the Geminar hos baen the neud  for a 
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brood-boseri aurvey of the potentini  fur thu clavel opinent of  small  scalo 

industry In aach of tha three thrive countries highlighting araaa for 

regional cooperation.  UNIDO can provirJb assistance in conducting auch 

n  survuy.  The Socrutoriot could initiate action in this regard if mumbfcr 

governmenta would agree for such a  survey  tcv be undertakun.  Similorly 

in due course of time,   if it la considered appropriate,  member 

countriua may requuat the aaaiatancu of UNIDO in    setting up a Regional 

Cantre for Small Senio Industry.  wftjit wc plan in the Sucrutariat at 

preaynt is to circulate the recommundatiuna of thia Seminnr and to convoy 

to member governments areas of ngruument and umphaala and in fact the whole 

uutcomo of thy Seminar.  It would be duairnblo fur participants of thia 

Seminar who are associated with  this sector tj  take up thu mattar within 

their respective governments.  This mould ensure that it is not dealt with 

in a routinised time-consuming way.  When information is available with 

thu Sucrutariat wo can apprise the RCD forums concdrn^d and movo 

uffectivoly forward In the mattar. 
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