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The Fertilizer indoetry in Ira as 0 ite norew experioned o the comtry

e Aue to the et that the aspiication of Cfertilizer 1teell wne a0t rracticed
- by Tragi -~ ors until very 'recently (the attempt started scrisusly in 1559

with 2 total conswmption of 30-35 thovsand tone yearly and increagsed to about

65,000 tons in 1756-1370, 50,000 »f which wag ammoaium sulphate).

Tuspite that Trac hus pluasaed to congtruct o nitrogenous fertilizer plant
gince -955 “ased on antiral gas and sulphur as main raw=matcrials produced

loeally, yot it was exeuted in late 1757 when the Government of Ira7 signed

=
=

a contract with IHI ~f Jap~n to construct ~ Tertilizer plant in Basrah, the
gouthern main port of Treq where 2 rreat amowmt of sweet sotural gas im

available from the 2il fields in that region.

The plant was designed to produce 420 tons of ammonium sulphate and
150 tons of urei per year. Aumonia and sulphuric acid required for production
are ’prazime{i within the plant at a capacity of 200 tons and 325 tons per dny
respectively. ‘ '

The plant has heen completed now ond & trial operation started succese~
fully to domonstrate the guarantees. A normal operntion shall start from
June 15th, 1271,

It is true that Irag is a petential country to consume a great deal of
fertilizers due to the fact that the statistics show that abont 10 millions
acres of cultivated l'nd ie availnhle, three of vhich only are utilized now,
and application of fertilizcrs is used only on a small portion of the
utilized cultivated lend.

*

1t is however n:edless to say that without &n intensive effort and will

organized programme to edncate the farmers and train them how to usc the
fertilizers and how much they may benefit out of this experiment, and without
studying all possidl. methods to have these materials within the reach of the
farmers, the determination of government policy in this respect will be
difficult.

It is difficult wmd rather premature to realize the prospect of this
industry for the fnture, bu*t nevertheless a study and an attempt are being

done now ir two directions, cne is to extend the application of the fertilizers

by education of favmers, to svbsidize some of the cost and increase the
agric ltural land by cultivation, drainage and irrigation. On the other
hand, the concerned governnent deprrtment for industry is studying the
poseibility of extension of the present plant and / or to build new ones

(nitrogen and phosphate or beth).
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As for thc internctionol market for export, obvicusly (Y is nct encouraging
to make 2 forecnst due to the prescnt low price and demind, compared with
the steady market price vhile th: Cost of prclduction contirwse to rise all

over the world, includine rav materials, chemicals, labour, sparceparts and ‘
cost of machinery, eq-ipmeat and knrmhow,
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