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1. Importopee of the atilisation of fortiiipere 1p Oori

Jvrin v & country in which toe agriculture gentor niove et present o big
role in b3 econ The irrigeble erea 18 limited, outl crojects heve bLeen carried

“ut in the lest fow vears in order 1 tusmaent the agricultural area. These
rojects consist of the cometruction of small dame everywhere in the country ond ¢
cig dam or the Tuphrates Rivep. This introduction lezds to the conclusion that
the only merns which will nugment sgriculturel production in a country, where
productive s0il is limited, must cenend on the use of fortilizer. Syria ie

a country whicn is just beginning the utilization of fartilizers. 4s it was
shown in other reports, Syric's sactual consumption per capita is very low,
comsequently, the grester utilization of fertilizers is open for the developmgnt *
of ite agriculture mentor. Tests already carried out have lemonstrated the
egoromic benefita of the gpnlication of fertilizer to our soil, The result can
te stated as follows: Dvery dollar invested in the purchase and the utilisation
of fertilizers gives a revenuc of two dollars' this fact gives Syria an incontive
to import fertilizere, tut the neceds of our country could nover be satisfied

by imports since there is alveys the problem of securing foreign exchange.

Thir problem enn never be eclved i the future because of the increaring demand
for fertiliser,

Lesordin- to the studies made on the need for fertilizers, Syria can utilige

at prescnt one million tons of 1ifferent kinds of fertilizers. This quantity

would increase to 1,3 million tone in 1375 because of the probable completion

of projects enlarging the arew of arcble seil, In fact, Syrie consumed, at preseat,r~f
almost 150,000 tons of diffcrept kinds of fertilizers, and with this, it is very e
far from the optimel quantity which it could consume. In order to increase

the sbility of Syris to consume fertilizers, the country must rely on the
industriclisetion of its natural resources and this is the only wey to reduce

the drainage of foreigm surrencies.

2. The existont fovtiliger industrics

The metter of industrialisging resourcce in Syrie is very clear now to
our OGovernment which took decisione for the construction of a plant to produce
nitrogen fertilizers. In fact, this plant is now reedy for operation. It is
situated in Homa which is in the middle of the country, Ite capacity is
148,000 tons of calcium ammonium nitrate with 2¢ rer cent nitrogen. It consists

of three productive units. One is for the production of ammonia based on the




catalytic reforming »f naphtha undor moderote nressurce cccording to the TCT
nrocess, The capaciiy of this urit is 190 tons per dav.  The cther is for the
production f nitric acid tascd ~n» Scvie* desier.  The ombustion of ammonia in
this unit will be donc under etmospheric pressurc but the absorplion takes

place &t £ pressure.of 3.5 atm. Ite enpacity 1 #7,000 tons per year raleulated
on the besis of 100 per cert nitric zcid. The third umit 1o for the production
of calcium ammorium nitrate, This unit ie of Czechoslovekian design with o

capacity of 148,000 tons per year of cnd-produ-t contalng 20 per cent nitroger.

It is to be noted that before the utilization of this plant, Syria did not
have any importent installation for manufacturing fertilizera. IHowever, there
is a small plant producing superphosphate by trezting Jordenian or 3yrian
phosphete rock with sulphuric acid taken as o by-product of the menufacture
of deotergents. This plant provides the internz! merket with almost 3,000 tons
per year, Its capacity is limited by the availability of sulphuric veid,

3. Prospective plan

In the new Five Year Plen, Tvric decided to construct o plant for producing
triple superphosphate, This plant will consist of three units, The first is
for the production of sulphuric acid with & capacity °f 100,000 tons per year
calculated as 100 per cent ac.d. The seecond unit iz far the production of
phosphoric ncid with a sufficient capacity f2r feodine the third unit which will
produce 100,000 tons of triple saperphosptate containing *7 per cent Pgﬁﬁ.
Thie plant will use, ar rew metericls, sulphur produced in Homs refinery and
beneficiated phosphate rock producrd by the phosphet : mines located in the
Syrian dosert. The concerned suiforities are negotisting t'i,zé contrect for this
plant, ' B :

In order to understand the orospective plan for the oroduction of fertilizers
ir Syria, it is umeful to mention that our country has the favourable elements
as to the prometion and development of this irndustry. It is known that Syria
exploits at present its ocrude 2il thie crudc gives good raw matericl for the
fertilizer industry thet can be envisaged in the future, With its high sontent
in sulphur (ebout 4 per cent), the cxploitation of this crude con meet the
requirement of sur future industry in sulphur am well as in nzphtha, The phosphste
minee which we discovered in 1950 hove just started production, They will give
beneficiated ohosphate conteining 31.8 per sent I’QC)§ well suitable for the
fertilizer industry. It is importent here t) mention thet regerves of this
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discovered phosphate are quite larsc and onc of thoas denpogits has & rescepve o f
about 450 millisn tona, Theece rorerves will be used in urt for industriaslis tion

and thc uther part will be aveilable for export.

Based on %he availebility of phosphate, eulphur and hydrocarbons, severnl

patterns of industriclization hove been rnvisaged for developing the fertilizer
industry. Fr a these alternatives, one can judge thet it will be s big probabilaty

for the construction in the near future of plents for the production of urea and

diammonium phosphate. .

In conclusion, we can 8ty thot Syria has fovoursble conditions for the
creation and the development of the fertiliger industry. Our prosnecctive nlorsg
are limited by:

= protlem of marketing the final products within the ﬁm vears of
production,

problem of securing capital.
problem of providing capital with low intercst,

N‘leem of a&rketing or elimination of b}“w: roducts such

problem of water pollution.

*We hope, by participation in thin Symposium, thet our country will bemefit
from the exnerience of the other countries participating ‘in this Jysposium for
resolving some of our problems that hinder the dovelopment of our fertiliser
industry. ’ '

?inally, we take this appartmitg to thank UNIDO for the offort it ms%iseé ;
in initiating this Symposium whioh is, sooording to our égiaiﬁﬁ; ?ﬁ? interesting
for the developing countries,









