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I,       Importune f.- of thr  at ilyation   'f fe,rtil ia^r?  m ;':-TU 

%rirt  i     '":. c )'»ritry  m which tne agriculture oeotor pL^vrr et   present a big 

role  in  111 econ' --.       mhe  irrigable er>?a is  limted,   out   project s hí.ve been carried 

--ut in the last few yearn in j>rdier ti au^ncnt  the agricultural  arce.    These 

-rejects ootuiiit of the construction of nrmll dams everywhere in thr country and t 

t;if ¿am or  the T^phratefl  liver,     Thir;  introduction lec-ds  to the conclusion that 

the only «eft.« which will augment agricultural product i en in a country, where 

product i ve t*ci.i  i*? limited,  mu«!   e.-Hsnd  "¡n *hr- use  'f fertilizer.    Syria is 

'i country wnicii  is just  beginning the utilization of fertilizers,    nß it wao 

shatm in othwr reporta,  Syria'* setu&l consumption per capita is very low, 

coTißequontly,  th<: ¿rreater utilization of fertilizers is open for the development   * 

of its arriculturo sector,    Teste ^lreadj   carried out have  lemons trat ed the 

ceor.ostic benefits of the applicati• of fertilizer to our soil.    The result oan 

te stated as foil,wo:    "ver   dollar invented in the purchase and the utilisation 

of fertilizers gives a revenue of two dollars-  this fact gives Syria an incentive 

to import fertilisers, but the needs of our country could n-ver be satisfied 

by imports since there is alvr.y« the problem of securing foreign exchange. 

'¡Inn problem car never be pclvod i    the future because of the increasing demand 

fsr fertiliser. 

/.eovrdir.••  to the studies made on the need for fertilizers,  Syria can utilize 

at present one million tons of afferent kinds of fertilisers.     This quantity 

would increase to 1.\ million tene in U75 because of the probable completion 

of projects er^arpdnp the are*, of arable soil.     In fact,  Syria consumen, At present, 

almost 150,000 tone ef different kinds of fertilizer«, and with this,  it is very 

far from the opt ime 1 quantity which  it e-"»uld consume.    In order to increase 

the ability of Syria to consumo fertilizers,  the country must rely on the 

-ndttStri.Uffetion of its natural resources and this is the only way to reduce 

the drainage nf foreign currencies. 

?.      The evistent fertiliser industries 

The mr.tter of industrialising resources in Syria is very clear now to 

our Government which took decision* for the construction of a plant to produce 

nitrogen fertiliser«.    In fact, this plant is now ready for operation.    It is 

situated in Horn* which i« in the middle of the country.  Ita capacity is 

140,000 tona of calcium ammonium nitrato with ¿£ per cent nitrogen.    It consists 

of three productivo units.    One is for the production of ammonia based on the 



catalytic reforming  of naphtha under modrrat.-  presure ¡:cc~ rdinf  to the  ICI 

nrocess.     The caparit;;  -if thio   ori*    in   W;  t'.T.r,  p.. r  i.'.v.     Thr-     t h«r  if?  f.T  iho 

oroduction  of n.tn- r.riñ \.h~c i    ••• f.  vir1-  i. :;I,T.     "';;•.   • .-nris* i   ".   ->f ¡mm'jr.ia   m 

thia unit will ho donc   under r-r;^-.M.or i -  :,r-r-f;ur<   V-,!   *.!-•  \!>n >rpt u>r. taken 

place, r.t r  prenauro. )f   '„^ ptir>.      i<- r-.p.\Mt..   i:'  '",   •'• ! ' T.r  por yiar "aicu];:t; J 

on the basin of  100 por cent nitri'- •.•:iJ.    1 ne  rhirl ut.it   i.-  f r  înc nroducti.n 

of o al cium anmonium nitrati.     Kio unit   ir. of C-,nc-Ji-"l -yakian Irsip with a 

capacity of 1*8,000 tons per year -f end-pr-vdu- t .• /nV.inK r"> p'-'r  cont nitrogcr.. 

It  is to be noted th-.it bt.-foro tuo  utilization .f tlùr plant,   Syria diri not 

have any importert  installation for :nr.nufact urini? ff-rtilizern.     However,   theru 

is a small plant producing nuporphosr-hate by treat ír-e* Jordanian   >r Syrian 

phosphate rock   with   sulphuric acid tak^n ar, r b;-product  of tbr> manufacture 

of detergente.    This plant próvidos thfj  interne1  «nrrk^t wit.}: alm-ont  3,000 tons 'j 

per year.     Its capacity  is limit od l.y th<. avail?.til it, •  of sulphuric icid. * 

^      rrpapective plan 

In the new Pive Year Plan,  Ivric. decided to construct a plant for producing 

triple superphosphate.    This plant will consist   >f thrr..-» units.    The first in 

for the production of sulphuric acid with u capacity    f lOO,000 tons per year 

calculated as 100 per cent acd,     Tlw.  oecn*,d  UM r.   -,r  *"-.r  ih<>  production of 

phosphoric acid with a cuffie i en t capar it;,   f r  fi.edin;-    ¡.    third unit which will 

produce 100,000 tons of triple Pupf.rnh.oRpt ite con*.".ir.in*   '7   r>er rent P-ö_. 

This plant will UG*
5
, ar raw mat cric lu,  nulphur pr <-...; •. i  ir. .'• mv- refinery and 

boneficiated phosphate rook produe<<l by the ph."»nhr.*    -anea located in the 

Syrian desert.    The concerned authorities arc m.t-;otif.tirr the oontr&et for this ;1 
i 

plant. I 
Í 

In order to understand the prospective plnr for th-   production of fertilisers    | 

ir. Syria,  it is useful to munti m that   jur country ar.s the favourable element» I 

a« to the promotion and development of this induatry.    It is known that Syria 

exploits at present its crude oil    thi« crud<   fivoo #rood raw material for the Ì 
ì 

fertilizer industry that can be envina^ed in the future.    With ito high content 1 

in sulphur  (about  -I per cent),   tho exploitât ion -f this crude can meet the 3 

requirement  of '-.-.IT future indue tr.   in nuiphur an well  as in naphtha.    Tho phosphate 1 

minos which w.-. din.-overed  in 1?50 li:vc  junt nturt. d prM-iet iun.     ?hoj will givo } 

beneficiated  nh.mphr.tp r mtaininf  U.-'  P<T -cnt I1 0,.  W<-11  miitafcln for tho 

fertiliser  industry.     It   is imp^rt^nt   h.-r.= tj -r.-rti ;n thai  recorvos of thia 
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discovered ph:mphr,tf, aro quito  Icjr&c ¡ma one  of th- uc .-hipoaits  haß a reeervc    f 

about ^0 million tona.    Those rcrerven will  bo meé in  ,/.rt for industrialiï..•*.um 

and the other part will be available for export. 

Based on the availability of phosphate,  sulphur and hydrocarbon»,  several 

patterns of industrialization heve boon  wisaged for developing the fertiliser 

industry.     Fr ,H these alternatives,   •ino can judge that  it will be a big probability 

for the construction in the near future of plr.nts for the production of urua ani 

diammoniura phosphate. 

In conclusion, we can say that Syria has favourable conditions lor the 

creation and the development of the fertilizer industry.    (Hir nrwnectiv« plans 

arc limited by, 

- problem  if marketing the find products within the first year« öf 
production. 

- problem of securing capital. 

- problem of providing capital with low interest. 

- problem of marketing or elimination of by-nroduct« stteh as nhoftptg^pMiK. 

- problem of water pollution. 

* We hopo, by participation in thin Symposium, that our ooufitry will benefit 

froa the experience of the other countries participating in this Syapoeiu« for 

resolving some of our problems that hinder the development of our fertiliser 

industry. 

Finally, we take this opportunity to thank Uli IDO for the effort it applied 

in initiating this Symposium which is, according to our opinion, very interesting 

for the doveloping countries. 
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