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Livestock is onc of the mein sources of income in Ithiopia and its
breeding is a traditional branch of thc national economy Thus, Fthiopin

ranks first in liveatock production amone the African countri.s

The cstimated liveatock figurcs are s follows:

Cattle 26.2 million hoad
Sheop 12.7 million head
Goats 11.3 million hcad.

Hides and skins are producoed throughout thce country at nbattoirs, meat

packaging plants, slaughterhouses, individual sl-wghterings and rural farms.
Hides and skineg arc important commoditier for the cconomy of the country

The production figures for hidcs nnd skins arc ns follows:

Cattle hides 2.7 million picecs
Sheep skins 7.0 million picces
Goat skins 7-0 million pieces

The industrinl tanncries treat 220,000 hides pecr ycar, whilc the annual
average export is one million hidcs It was calculated that somc 750,000
hides are used by village tanncrs for houschold purposcs, the rumaining hides
are either lost in remotc parts of the country or smugglcd out.

As in any industry, thc hidcs and skins industry is not without ite
problems, the most important ones being quality production and market
incentive.

Hidos are sold according to three qualitiess

1. Butchery hides - nir suspension dricd
2. Dry salted hides
3. Caravan hidcs - ground dricd hides.

Air suspension dricd hidce make 25 ncr cent of the markct output and
15 per cent of these arc consumcd by thc industrial tanncrics

Oround dried hidcs which arc produced on rural farms, in small townships
and villages comprisc the majority of hidcs produced in tho country. There
arc not many slaughtcrhouscs in the smrllcr townships nd cattle rre

slaughtered in the opun field
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Generally spcoking, skins (sheep and gont) are of better quality than
hides. This is partly duc to the fact that the animals arc casier to skin
and less damage is suffercd during slaughturing and curing processas.

Ethiopian sheepskins are known throughout the world as bcing used for
making high quality gloves; goat skins arc appreciated for sucdes.

As mentioncd above, the cxport of hides and skins constitutes one of
the biggost itcms in the local Gthiopian export industry, being seccond only
to coffoc as a forecign oxchange carner. Thie export value cquals sbout
10 per cent of thc total value of exports. Owing to improper handling and
lack of incentives, the majority of Nthiopian hides command lower nrices.

Ethiopir exports the following quantities of raw hides and skins;

Cattlc hides 1.0 million pieces

Shcep skins 5.5 million picccs

Ooat skins 5.0 million pieces.
Isprovement Sorvice

The Livestock and Meat Board is responsiblc for the development of the
hidos, skins and loather industry. It was established in 1954 and has
actively contributad to the improvement of quality and marketing procodures
of hides and skins since 1968. It hes trained hide and skin instructors
for work in the field in an attempt to improve thc quality of the hides and
skins produced. The instructors are actively engaged in etimulating and
cncouraging the adoption of susponsion drying methods. is a result of this
programme, progrues has been made in somc parts of the country.

Thc Board has nlso organized hides and skins displays and markciing
centres in order to facilitate its improvement service.

Hidus and skins are sold according to grade - first, seccond and third.
Hidcs and skins arc trcated with inscoticides and graded in accordance with
the specifications of the importing countries.
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Though Ethiopia is a vast produccr of hides and skins, the shoe
factorics import somc types of lcather




The country has somc four medium-siczed and six very smnall tanncrics
which are engaged in thc production of various types of leather.  The
quality of the leathers produccd and the level of tcechnology uscd differ
from onc tannery to thc other In toto, the¢ tanncrice cmploy 850 pcople.

The tannerios process 10 pcr cent of the cattle hides and 20 per cunt
of the skins produced in the country. Thcy usc 80 per cent of nir suspcension
dried and 20 per cent of ground dricd hides Tanncd hides measurc 25=30 8q.ft ,
goet skins 4 sq.ft. and sheepskins 4.75 sq.ft.

Cattle hides arc manufacturcd into various lcather uppers, soles,
beltings, split linings and bluc chrom¢ for export.

) Sheep and goat skins arc manufactured into finished leather, pickled
and blue chrome for cxport purposcs. Onc million pieces of pickled sheep-
skins and )00,000 pieccs of goat skias in blue chrome are cxported yearly

Pur skins arc used for garmcnt and exotic leathers like lizard, snakes,
etoc., are used for thc tourist market. Crocodilc skins are produced as
unfinishod loather for export purposes.

The total processing capacity of the tanncrics is 400,000 cattlc hides,
3.1 million shecp and goat skins, 20,000 fur skins, 19,000 exotic leathcr
and 15,000 crocodilo skins pcr yoar. Most of the tammerics arc not working
at full capacity duc to many factors.

Tho tanneriocs producc 220,000 cattle hides, 2 million shecp and doat
skins, 5,000 fur skins, 9,000 exotic leathcr and 15,000 crocodilc skims.

So far most of the lecather produced is us.d for local purpose. e
local shoc factories® requiroments are large: most of tho tannerics are
solely ongaged in satisfying the local domand.

The quality of lcather produced in some of the larger tanneriocs is good
whon finished. Since most of the tanneries are associated with shoc factorier,
the best leather is used thore.

All chemicals except lime, salt and small quantitics of vegetablc oil

are imported. Therc is no tanning oxtract factory in the country despite
the abundant supply of mimosa and acacia trees for wattle extracts.

The tanneries arc equipped with both new and old machines. Those with

old machinery do not work at full capacity becausc of frequent stoppagoes duc
to old machinos.




The modern tanncrics have all types of machinos and use good quality
of chemicals. The tochniques ‘used are good ond the quality of leather
produced is also good, and much of it iz of export quality.
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The by-products from the tanneries and shoe factories are not utilised,
they are thrown awoy. In most tenneries, the hair that is collectod is

burned .

The present method of rural tenning omployed in Ethiopia is primitive.
An approciable quantity of leather is usod for household purposce such a8
clothing, bedding, water and grain containers, etc.

The meothod of tanning is unsuitablc for ctrtain requirements, o.g. sole
leather, upper leathor, etc., because the proceiadé hidos are mot aotually
sanncd but only in oil and fat tawed.

The rural tanmer lacks basic knowlodge in leather tamning. Thus he is
unable to utilire the local raw materials aviilable to him, ¢.8- aimosa dbark,

lime, wood ash, ctc. He also lacks the basic equipment such as suiteble

knives, woodon hcams, tan liquor containers, etc.

Leather fgeds

Classifici into two categoriest

1.  Utility articles likc handbags, Yelts;
2. Articles of tourist attraotion.

Large quantities of ladies’ handbags ore made in the country and some
of them are of high quality. Neny oxotic lecather goods are of good quality.
Pur skins are made up into garments nnd sold %o tourists. Cortain loathers
and leather goods such as bricfcases, belts and the like are imported.

No greast attempt has been madc to produce traditional articles =
tourist attractions.




Footwear Factory

Therce are a number of footwecar factories of varying sizcs in the country.
The factorice employ about 4,500 pcoplc

They producc about 2,400,000 pairs of lcather shoes, 0.4 million pairs
of rubber shocs and one million pnirs of plastic shoes. The quality of the
shoes produced in the largcer factorios is good.

Certain types of shoece arc importcd but the volume of imports is
decreasing yearly.

A comprchensive quantity of footwear is oxported to the Arabian
countries cach yenr.

The Government realizes the potontial of this industry and has devoted
great attontion to its development. The Livestock and Meat Board has
refruested loans from certain intcrmational financing organizations to
dcvelop the livustock industry. They plan to build many slaughterhouscs,
slaughtorslabs, hides and skins prcporation centres and to increase the
number of ficld staff to be ongaged in thc improvement work. Thoy also
plan to estoblish organized training contres and tanncrics to be cngaged
in oxport production. When drawing the layouts for the tanncries the Board
faced problems as to thc kind, type and size of tanneries. They do not
have traincd loether tochnologists or any othoer qualified neople to carry
out such kinds of projects.

The industry is still in the infant stage, and is not very well
oxploited. In Ithiopia, there is no locather institute as such.









