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GENERAL DEBATE (continued)
l. Mr. ASANTE (Ghana) said that for the countries represented on the Board

industrial development was a matter of survival itself; consequently UNIDO, far .
from being an example of the needless proliferation of international organiza-

tions, was a necessary aid to advancement. Althougzh his own country found it

expensi‘re and difficult to play its full part in the groving number of such

organizations, it firmly believed that UNIDO, which filled such a neced, should

enjoy financial autonomy and dispose of adequate funds to discharge its dutics.

2.  Although he had not himself attended the Athens Symposium, he found that

the report issued on that occasion (ID/B/21) affordsd a vivid reminder of the
complexity of industrial development problems but offered few new ideas that were
relevant to Ghana's own tasks in that field. Similar problems in different
countries might, however, rcquire different solutions and the factors necessary
for successful industrializotion might vary in significance according to time

and place.

3. He supported the view that onc essential task for UNIDO was to assemble
existing data on industrial development so that substantial portions of the limited
funds available for development were not expended on costly exercises achieving
little more than reproduction of information already to hand. He felt that UNIDO
should also consider it essential to develop adequate means of objectively
measuring the effectiveness of its operations. His delegation would like to see
ooncrete achievements resultint from UNIDO operations, and not a general belief
or consensus that those had been successful. It would like to know more, for
example, about what had resulted from the experts!' advice about the subsequent
achievements of participants in working neminars and workshops and about the
business or trade promoted by the graduates of industrial promotion centres and
by seminars,

4. His Government considered the Athens Symposium recommendation on the
establishment of National Committees for UNIDO to be a useful one, but, on taking
steps to oomply with the recommendation, i% had discovered that similar committees
for other international organizations with interests in the field of development
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would also be necessary. To save administrative rcsourwes, consideratien was
being given te the possibdility nf establishing ' ne National Committce tn no—
ordinate imtermational activity in the generasl field ~f development, with sub-
comnitteos to attend - matters relating spocifinally to URIDO.

5, His delegation felt that effcetive ea—srdination betwsen UNIDO angd -ather
United Nationg and internmational -rganizatinns would n~t be left t+ the Executive
Directar alank. Befare -~ming t- UNIDO meetings, represcntatives af member
States shruld be briefed . the astivities ~f nther relevant orgamizatisns so
that thay ~~uld awmid unnevessary duplication. The Ghanaian delagatinn also
hoped that the Executive Director ceuld examine the whr le questian of the tradi-
tisnal methrds Af rh-peratinrn and ~onsultatisn with ntner United Natisns and

internatienal ~rganiczations.

6e It was his delcgetion's belief that the difficulties of industrial develop—

ment in tho developing wnrld were nsat insormuwrtable ard onuld readily and

speedily be ~veronme if attacked with enthusiasm and dedinatinn.

Te Mor.~graphs, seminars and advice did mnot by themselves nroduce industrial
development; -that was achieved by hard woxk in the field, leading to the estab-
lishment and operation . f sunressful industrial cnterprises. His delegatiman
therefrre welonmed the emphasis placed by the.Executive Directrr m field wrrk
and hrped that thise efforts would be matched by effootive and sirnere assistance
nn the part of* the devel.ped cruntries. Ghara believed, h~wever, that the
offective thrust twards irdustrial develrpment must. come from the develaping

cruntries themselves.

8. Mr. BLAISSE {Netherlands) said that.eid 4~ develrping countries cooupied
an_important place.in the pality of the Netherlands Grvernment. As early as 1967
his Govcroment had decided that as from 1971 Netherlnnds developmers assistanoe
~rom pablie fir:ds alsne should amount tn ome per cens «f the ret ratinnal pre—
dt. His rauratry was already preparcd to support ithe reo~mmendavinn o~f the
seoond Crnferenoe vn Trade and Developmeat that each ecenomically advanned
ety sheuld, exdeavnur to pmeide the devalaping »untries anmally. with
fipansial rescurce transfers of a minimum net amount -of one per cent of its gress
patianal pmduet i the next Development Decade; it hoped to reach that target
by 1972.
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9. In the development aid policy of the Nethorlands particular emphasis had
bean laid on promoting industrialization in the leveloving countries. In both
1965 and 1966 his countr; had contributcd to the Speeinl Industrial Services
over 800,000 dollars - about 25 ncr cent of th: tot»l of seven million dollars
contributed by member Statces., In 1967 the Nethoerlands contribution to UNDP had
been increased by 1.4 million dollars per year for ~dditional industrialization
projects, and a i'u_.r‘ther increasc »f 300,200 dellar: hat beon added for 1968,

In all, thercforol, his country hal contrituted a suistintial portion of the funds

spent on industrial activitics carried out hy "ININ in co-operation with UNDP,

10. As a member of ECAFE nd LA, the Netherlands hal participated actively

in the regional symposia on indurtrial Aevelopmont hel! at Manila and Santiago

de Chile, and also in the Tn¥crnational Symposium at Athens in 1967. A National
Comm:ii;toc;, for UNIDC, consisting of rcprescntatives of nublic, scmi-govermmental
and privatc entities oonnccted with industry, had aleo recently been cstablished
in his country. In short, thc Nctherlands wished to contribute constructively to

thc effective functioninz of the new orgzanization.

11. Be feclt that, in vicw of the specific rol. played by industrialization in
social aﬁd economic development, 21 grcater part of the UNDP funds should go to
the industrial scctor é.nd more requests should be made by governments to UNDP
for aid in that ficld; UNIDO could play an immortant role in stimulating such
requests and in formulating uc2ful prejeets.  In that connexion his delegation
weloomed the appointment of inductrial deveclopment ficld adviscrs to be stationed

in the rospcoctive offices of UNDP Resident Represcntatives.

12, He hOped that the Board, being responsiblc for the proper funotioning of
UNIDO, would take the opportunity to oonsider mecasures for improving the efficiency
of the c.)rga.nizat':ion's work. He rccalled that 2t its first session the Board had
approvéd & pécoposa.l from tho Netherlands delegation conoerning the establishment
of a pmgramc—ﬁudget and he oxprossed apprecintion of the cfforts made by the
Exeoutivo Dirocctor to preparce a work programmec for 1969 with the appropriatoe
rcsolution in view. IHlo felt, however, that thc manncr of establishing the work
pmMe could be improved; moscover, the actual consideration of the work proe

granme would require the ado;ition of a new procedure of work. His dclégation

therefore cupvorted the idea that a srall sessional programme and budget committee
should be established to mako preparations for the Board's discussions on the work
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programme for 196G.! He also thought that such a committee could usefully meet
in advance of future Board sessions and, if necessary, between sessions and a
report on its deliberations to the Board., However that suggestion did not

necessarily mean that a standing grcup should be created.

13. One very important function of LUrIDO, stated in paragraphs 27 to 3L of
resolution 2152 (.iI), was to review and promote the co-ordination of all
activities of the United Nations system in the field of industrial development.
Concerted action in planning and implementation in that respect would call for
a serious effort by the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination (ACL). He
felt that the creation of a sub-committee of 4C(L would be in the interests of
UNIDO.

14. In a memorandum submitted ito the General Assembly ut its last session, the
iletherlends Government had drawn attention to the preparatory work for the formu-
lation of an international development strategy for what might become the Second
Development Decade. UitiDO, together with other members and organs ot the United
Nations system would have an important contribution to make in connexion with

those activities.

15. tre LLDCAIG (l.uwait) said that his delegation was firmly opposed to the
suggestion that an inter-sessional committee should be set up, supposedly to

assist the .xecutive Director in discharging his duties. Such committees were
usually a device for hindering the functioning of executives., In view of its
recent creation and the hostility it had encountered, U1 7DO had done well, under
the competent guidance of its Ixecutive Director, to achieve what it had acnicved
so far. Ile hoped that the ixecutive Director and the Secretariat would continue
to concentrate on action-oriented programmes rather than waste time preparing for
inter-sessional committees and similar bodies. Thc paper-work required for Doard's

annual session already consumed a considerable amount of the Secretariat's time.

16, ir. HABLI~SCLASSIE (Fconomic Commission for Africs) said that, during

the decade since its creation, Ci had devoted particular attention to industrial

development, '‘he African countries regarded rapid industrialigation as the key to
sustained economic growth. ihe question had been not whether to industrialize but
how to achieve industrialization on the scale required. The complexity of that

problen-umd to call for the formulation of a series of intermediate solutions
which could be seen as stepping-stones to the final solution. ‘:hat was the approach
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adcpted by ZCA, which had tested a number of ideas and thus reached a position

from vhich the alternative paihe to the ultimate goal could be seen in better focus,

17. In view of the small size of African national markets for the products of
modern industry, and of the shortaze of capital and know-how, it was particularly
important for the rcsources of the various countries to be mobilized in a co=
operative effort. ICA had stressed multi-national economic co-operation in a
number of resolutions, and it had planncd its activities within that framework.
Its first initiatives had been in the naturc of exploratory activities, but in
reoent years the omphasis had been placed on sub-regional industrial harmonigzation
studies. By the end of 1968, ICA would have ocompleted thec preparation of an
industrial devclopment programmc for Africa, based on sub-regional studies, for
the period extending to 1980.

18. The harmonization studics had, primarily, a demonstrative function, in that
they provided information on inter-indusiry relationships and pointed to the
benefits that each country could expeot from sub-regional economic co~operation.
Secondly, they had made it possible to plan an over-all stratery for African
industrial development, zivinz duc consideration to the questione of industrial
distribution. l‘oreover, the "pre-feasibility" studies used ac a basis for the
harmonization studices haa brousht to lizht Africa's considerable industrial
potential. A number of possiblc projects had been identified in the ligzht of
projected demand; those projects fell into four categories: national, multi-

national, sub-regzional and inter-sub-regional.

19. Compendia of investment opportunities had been compiled for the East and
West African sub~regions, and others would be prepared for the North and Central
African sub-regions in due course. Such compendia were a means of attracting
external capital and thus uactively promoting the projccts identified. A
Conference on Industry and Finance attonded by reprcmentatives of African
Governments and Chambers of Commerce and Industry and by industrialiste and
financiers from industrialized countries, had been held in March 1968 at Addis
Ababa. It had examined a scheme for sub-regional promotion centres prepared

by ICA and had put forward sugzestions regarding the operation of sub-regional
promotion machinery. The establishment of industrial promotion centres was a
priority project in the work programme for the biennium 1969-1970. Initially,
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the centres would need assistance, especially from United Nations bodies. Offers
of assistance had already been received from aid=-givin;; countries, but UNIDO's

participation in the projcct would expedite its implemecntation.

20. Meanwhile, progress had becn made in the cstablishment of cconomic co-
operation machinery in all four sub-regions. IMulti-national groupings already
in existence, such as the Permanent Consultative Committee of the lMaghreb, could

moanwhile serve as the basis for multi-national projects.

21. ICA would also welcomec the co-operation of UNIDO, the specialized agenoies
and donor countries in the implementation of sclected multi-national projects

from among those identified in the pre-feasibility studies. The projects seleoted
migut relate to strategzic industries which would enable African countries to

widen their industrial base, or to industr.es based on local raw materials,
especially suitable for the development of exports. Assistance from UNIDO could
play an importznt part in speedinz up feasibility and engineering studies and in

promoting the projects among prospective investors.

22, In the ficld of small industry, efforts had been concentrated on the estab-
lishment or strengtheninz of small-scale development centres. In the long-term,
co-operation with UNIDO in that field should aim at ensuring that development was
brought to rural areas. Attention needed to be given to regional planning, and
especially to the question of industrial location, in order to ensure that maximum

advantaze was derived from over-all development activities.

23, Finally, IXA's efforts would oontinue to be directed towards the general
issues of industrial policy and its implementation. The problems of indusiriali-
zation would be kept under constant review and work would prooeed on building up
an inventory of industrial establishments with a view to identifying excess
capacity and ensuring full utilization. ¥CA would also co-operate with UNIDO in
assisting African Governments in the establishment of the institutions required
for industrial development.

24. Since available resources were limited, it was important to avoid dupliocation
of effort and to channel resources into projects that would have maximum impact.
The detailed mechanics of the relationship between W2A and UNIDO still needed to
be worked out, but there was no reason why joint ECA/UNIDO projeots ocould not be
planned in the meantime.
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25. I're DUCCI (Italy) said that Italy attached great importance to the
protlom of industrialization in the developinz countries. His delegation hoped
that the Roard's session would provide an opportunity for a frank dialogue which
would make it possible to bring into light the inevitable lacunae to be found in
a new orgerization such as UNIDO. The organization deserved praise for the
organization of the Athens Symposium on Industrial Development, at which the
industrialized and the developing countries had been able to express their res-

pective views on the problem of industrial development. The Symposium had taken

place at a difficulv time, with UNIDO still in the procoss of establishing its
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headquarters at Vionna. One of the resulting problems was a shortage of highly
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i

qualified staff. His Government would do its best to help to solve that problem

o AT

by scecking out possible candidates.

26, If, in addition to praise, his delegation offered scme frank criticisms,
their aim would be to encourage tlhic more rational and cffective use of the re-

sources at UNIDO's disposal.

27. He had no fixed position on the suggestion for an inter-sessional committee,
but thought that it would be advisable for delegations to withhold comment until
a detailed proposal had been formulated.

28, His delegation would be receptive to the suggestions of other delegations,
in particular, it would be ready to consider proposals for voluntary contributions
to UNIDO by member States.

meeting rose ot 11,20 a.me









