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The forest industry ìD a major industry in Finland.    The wood 

industry, the pulp and paper industry and the furniture and joinery 

industries together account for about on« fourth of the value of the 

national industrial production (see fig. l). 

Traditionally the furniture and joinery industries have been 

regarded as parts of the meehanical woodworking induatry.   Though this 

definition of branoh, which is based on the raw material, is curreot 

in general, it should however be understood that the furniture and 

joinery industrien also manufacture producto made of other raw mat<irials 

than wood.   Metals, fibre glass and plastics today are significant raw 

materials in the furniture and joinery industries. 

The furniture and joinery industries account for about 2.0 per oent 
of the gross value of the industrial production. 

The Finnish furniture industry accounts for I.5 per cent of the 

gross value of the industrial production and 2.2 per oent of the 

total value added.    It  -«ploys 2.9 per cent of the total labour foroe 

in industry.   The wages and salaries constitute 52.0 per cent of the 

value added of the production compared with 47.3 per cent in the industry 

as whole.    In 1974, there were 288 establishments in the furniture industry. 
Thty employed about 15,900 persons. 

The furniture industry used to be a dorn««tic market industry.   The 

exports of furniture have, however, increased vtry rapidly during the 

last decado.   Exports in 1976 were 233 million marks (US* 6l million), 
which is about 20 per cent of the production. 

The Finnish joinery industry accounts for 0.5 par cent of the groas 

value of the industrial production and 0.6 per cent of the total value 

added.    It employs 1.2 per cent of the total labour force.   The wages 

and salariée constitute 87.4 per oent of the value added of the 

production.    In 1974, there were 127 establishments in the joinery 

industry.   They employed about 6,500 persons. 

2.    PRODUCTION 

Tho mean inorease in the value of the production in the furniture 
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industry hu durinf the lwrt deoado exoeeded the Man growth In the 
industry (eoe Plg.2).   Th« sean inorecse in th« productivity was lasa 
than In industry in cenerai (see Fig. 3,4 and 5). 

The Mean inórense in the value of the production of the joinery 
industry has been eonewhat «nailer than In the furniture industry. 

Th« Finnish furniture industry is ooneentrated to the «iddi« 
and southern parte of the country.   The biggest e stabil absents are 
situated in Lanti and its vioinity.   The two biggest furniture factories 
in Finland - both in Lahtl - are also the biggest enee in Scandinavia. 

The joinery Industry is ooaewhat sore evenly distributed asoag 
the Industrial lead parts of the oountry. 

3. RAW HAT1BIALS 

The aaln raw Material for th« furniture industry is still biroh. 

Ths Moend aest eoaaon «storiai Is pins.   Bsslde «olid wood, a 

oosslasrable aaount of veneers, plywood and boards are ueed M raw 

•aterial. 

The use of fibre glass and plant ios has inoraased rapidly in 
resent years« 

Steel sheets and pipes oonstitut« the sain raw sat «rial for ths 
Retal furniture industry. 

The naia raw «storiai in the joinery industry Is pins.   Different 
kinds of beards and plywoods are siso much in use. 

4. SttWPPURl OP THE MÛU3TRY 

There is a rather etrsag concentration of production to a few 

ooapsaiee in the furniture sad Joinery industry.   Ths eightssn biggest 

ooapsaiee amount for 58 per oent of the total value sdded in the 

furniture and Joinery industries. 

Tao Marketing of furniture le organised rather unueually In Finland. 

The big e»umfaot«rers have their own retail oaalas.   BOMS produrre also 
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lumi n few retall ewtloto« 

Abevi 26 Ttm ego, eeverel «Mai Manufacturero nd furniture 
rotelle» fomed n oonpony te oonpete with the Big «enuf naturerò. 
It new han atea* 20 per otnt of the doneetio talee. 

Independent retallare hat* e «avkot ahare of about 30 por oent. 

6.  ssssLMJsam 
The —mei ineroMO la the exportt of furniture have in reeent 

yenre ooen very eenetantiel.   Total esporta io 1976 «ere 233 Million 
•erto (081 61 «111100)•   Major expert eoustrlee were Sweden, the Soviet 
Itele«, the Federai Kepuelie of Oerewny, «orway, the United Ktnfdon, 
Ì*"JWffc •*• the walte* Meteo.   The exporte of joinery produete totalled 
122 «lllieu eerko (OBt 32 eillioa). 

If »Ha ef furniture to Finland were in 1976 02 ail lion narko 
(OBI 22 «llllon). (See Pif. 6). 

The furniture and joinery ledwntrlto are eere labour iatemalve 
than induotry la fonerai.   The raw «ateríalo «metiteti a eaaller 
ooet factor the« In induotry la average (nee Fig. 7). 

••      FlPfTTatlLlTT 

The retume en capital inventáoste eenmwhnt eaeeed thoeo ef the 
Inj—try U 
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l'ERSONS   EMPLOYED   IN MEMBER COMPANIES     1961-1976 

(WAGE EARNERS) 

DEVELOPMENT OP TOTAL INCOME AND COSTS OP LIVING 19G1-1076 

fi*». 7 

r— 

Index 
1) Total Incoino, voraon    3)   Index for coot of living 

4)  Roal income, women 
2) Toral income, men        5)  Roal income, men 

62 63    64  65    66    67  68  69    70    71  72 73    7- 75    76 

REAL   INCOME OF WAGE  EARNERS WITHIN THE INDUSTRY 
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taiiDO sniKAR o» Fuwrruiti ATO JOTHERY nfwwntii» 
Finland 1-20 Auguet 1977 

Chrieter Anteil 

TKE FIRMISH FUWITORI ATO JOHHtY ITOUOTBUS 
AMD TH1I1 POSCTIO» IM TM« HATOMAL 10O1IOIIY 

OTATIÖfICAL StJPPUMBIT 

1.     jnJMKR OF MTABLI3H«irre 

I960 1970 1972») 

Furniture 143 176 215 
Mattreeaee «io. 14 

Matal furniture 14^ -JX *3 
Furnitur« faotorlee 157 203 262 

Wooden artlolee J 
Fixture«              } 

244 244 J£i 
Joinery faetoriaa 173 
Furniture and joinery 

faetoriaa 401 447 455 

2.     OftOM VALUI OF FROOUOTIOR (aillion uarke) 

1974*) 

219 
11 

288 

127 

415 

I960 1970 1972") 1973*' 1974** i9yf¡*) 

Furnitur« 79 278 457 587 782 869 

Mattroeeei < 17 34 45 49 

Natal furniture -H -il 116 167 J4i 323 

Furniture faetoriaa 92 325 590 788 1073 1241 

Wooden artlolee i 
Flxturee           J 

64 221 837; 344 463 404 
1 __ ... 

Joinery faetoriee 247 344 463 404 

Forniture and Joinery 
faotorlee 156 546 837 1132 1536 1645 

(08 t •lllion) 49 130 204 298 421 457 

a)   new eeriee 
x)   preliuiaary figure 
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3. TALOS ADDED («illion markt) 
1970 I972n) I973n) I9?4n) I975n3t; 

Furnitur««                151  225 296 396 . «61 , 
Mattraa«««                 ..5 3 12   16 
M«tal fumitur«             2»  59 79 113  161 
fumitur« faotori«« 135  269   360  525  660 
Wood«n artici««   t 102  116   147  196  161 
Hxturti       J 5    -    -    1 
Join«ry faotori«« 121        147       ^98      162 
fumi tur« and ¿oincry 
faotori«« 257    410.       527       7*3      642 
(TO f Billion) 61     100        139       196      254 

(a) M» Mrl«. . • 
(a) «Mllaiaaffy ftfan« 

4.    NTJKBEÄ Ol Fusons WPWm 1975! *    (1000 porooaa) («rèlflUa*^ fifVM) 

Votai Salaried            Wag« 
p«r«onn«l      «aploj««« «amors 

fumitur« 11.6            1.9                      9.7 
Hattr««««« 0.5             0.1                       0.4 
total fumitur« 3-6             0.8                        3*0 
wood«n artici«« 6.5             1-0                        5*5 
Total wood 31.6              6.0                       43.6 
Total ««tal 167.0            44.2                      122.8 
Papor 51-6           11.3                     *0.3 
Total industry 549*1           132.6                  416.5 

5.   VALUE ADDO/VOTO* P»»0t (1000 

fumitur« 
Hattr««««« 
total fumitur« 
Woodon artici«« 
Total wood 
Total Mtal 
Papar 
Total industry ; 

1972 1973 1974 1975 
21.1 25.7 33.3 39.8 
10.2 7.9 26.8 37.2 
22.9 27-7 33.1 47.I 
20.2 26.5 32.5 27.9 
22.3 32.0 41.0 30.2 
26.3 30.5 40.0 49.6 
40.7 49.2 79.5 75.4 
31.2 36.6 50.0 54.6 
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6.    HUD CAPIIÀVMOHCKG HER90K (1000 marks) 
1972 1974 

furniturt 17.8 37.1 
HftttrOOftO« «to. 29.6 72.2 
Hotel furniturt 14.8 28.9                                        • 
Wood« ortiolos 23.O 41.4                                       | 
Total wood 41.4 70.0                                        | 
Malwtil 33.7 50.0                                        | 

***•* 222.3 305.6 
«otti industry 79.8 116.3 

7. S• A» «A« O«» «arks por oiployoo por «mu«, 1975-   ) 
l*111«4—* "«—•) Total Salaried voso 

pfroo&aol       employees «arnera 
Himitttro 21.4 50.3 
Mattrtoooo ote. 16.2 26.6 

19.6 
16.5 

Hotel furniture 22.6 32.O 19.9 
Wood« artici*« 24*5 30.4 23.4 
Total wood 21.3 31.2 19.7 
Total total 27.7 35.3 24.9 
***** 30.2 39.5 27.6 
Total industry 25.8 3*.5 23.0 

8.   COST 8TRUCTÜ» (por o«t of grots value of production, 1973: ••) 
{pnleaUmry figwvs) 

Wtfts «ad      Bow Gross 
t Alari tt        materials eoverafo 

furniture 29 40 31 

22 Hottrtosoo 19 KO 

Metal furniturt 27 36 
Wood« articlts 39 43 
Total wood 25 60 
Total estai 26 41 
PaptX <\<\ 57 
Total industry 17 46 

35 
13 
17 
31 
32 
35 
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1 
9-    WAGES     (Anntih mirk» per hour«) 

Furniture and 
joinery industry 

Wood industry Paper induet 

men women men women men women 
1961 2.39 1-68 2.45 1,71 2.71 1.85 
1970 5.15 4.01 5.28 3-97 5,81 t . 4.49 

1971 5.90 4.80 6.20 4.79 7-30 5-65 
1972 6.65 5.50 6.95 5.46 7.91 6.28 

1973 8.17 6.62 8.28 6.59 9.47 7-ti 
197* 10.28 8.43 9.97 7.87 11.47 9.46 
1975 .11.71 9.80 11.49 9.23 13.51/ 11.06 
1976 13.11 11.03 13.23 10.81 16.05 13.21 
(US *) 3.^5 2.90 3.48 2.84 4. ¿2 3.48 

10.    FURNITURE EXPORTS (million marks) 

1965 1970 1973 197* 1975 1976 
Sweden 3.9 26.1 31.2 40.9 52.7 74.8 
Soviet Union 8.4 19.4 30.6 52.2 45.3 49.0 
Germany (FUG) 2.6 7.9 20.8 23 3 23.9. 2-1.3 
Norway 0.1 2,0 5.7 6.9 8.6 11.3 
United Kingdom 0.3 2.5 7.2 8.0 12.2 10.9 
Denmark O.5 3.5 9.1 7.3 6.1 8.3 
USA 1.2 6.2 8.3 9.2 7.8 7.7 
Total furniture exports 18.7 77.1 140.8 182.4 201.7 252.6 
.(US $ million) 5.8 18.4 37.I 50.0 56.0 61.2 

11.    FURNITURE IMPORTS (million marks) 

1965 1970 1973 1974 1975 1976 
Sweden 6.3 18.7 31.6 46.7 50.* 40.4 

• 
Germany (PBG) 1.3 2.5 *.7 5.5 5.6 6.2 

• United Kingdom 0.5 1.8 2.3 3.2 5 0 4.5         A 
Denmark 1.3 2.5 2.7 3.5 3.3 4.4             \ 
Norway 0.6 1.2 2.3 3.3 4.0 3.9             | 
Italy 0.2 1.1 2.9 3.1 5.0 3.9          ! 
Total furniture imports 11.6 30.6 5*.8 78.8 9O.3 81.8 
(US S million) 

UK 
3.6 ?.3 14.4 21.6 25.0 21-5 








