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DISCLAIMER

This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations
employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or
degree of development. Designations such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are
intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.

FAIR USE POLICY
Any part of this publication may be quoted and referenced for educational and research purposes
without additional permission from UNIDO. However, those who make use of quoting and
referencing this publication are requested to follow the Fair Use Policy of giving due credit to
UNIDO.
CONTACT

Please contact publications@unido.org for further information concerning UNIDO publications.

For more information about UNIDO, please visit us at www.unido.org
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The decision of tne Joard in el:>ting mz President for the present Session is a

great honour for me.

I want to express my thanks to all the distinguished Repraszntatives for their

vote.

The Joard has heard today two very important statements on the tasks and aims of
our .Cegeaicsoition, cnc vy uhe Sudorsilocinicier of Fercig: flrirs of Jlutria and the
Sther by oh cutgting Precident. T want to toke thic ~pportunity to thank hii- for the
nost efficient conduct of affairs during the first session of the2 Board. As I am
newly elected, it does not seem fit for me to elaborate on these two statements, or

to make a statement from the Ch.ir myself, at least for the moment.

Nevertheless, allow me to advance a few personal remarks before we proceed with

| our deliberations.

I am a newcomer to a new Organization, on vhich the hopes for an accelerated

’ industrialization are focused; but I am an old-timer in different international
% bodies, where other, or similar problems of vital interest to our friends in Afrioca,

| asia and Latin-America were discussed. This applies, inter alia, to QECD, to the

GATT, to the UNCTAD and the United Nations Tconomic Commission for Africa, where I
served as an ubscrver for my country. Furthermore, during my diplomatic assignments
in Africa and Asia, I had thc opvortunity to experience the crisis of industrializa~-

tion on the spot.

If I mention all this, it is not to boast of any superior knowledge which I may
have, but to humtly recognize that - at least according to my own experienca -~ the
roed towards industrialization has often been paved with mistakes and errors of
judgement by all concernad, and that precious time and capital have been lost whioh
could have been better employed. I do not waut to ﬁisjudge or to underrate the
valuable efforts which have already been made, but I feel obliged to appeal to you
right from the start of this Scssion to have the experience of the past - positive
as well a3 negzative ~ in mind, whi’. . %=ying to put this Organization on a sounder

and firmer basis.

If this Session is to be a success, we should avoid ~ in a true spirit of co-
cperation and compromise ~ any unnccessary loss of time and concentrate on the real
substantive issues wo arc faced with. While recognizing that a proper organization
of work is important, my twenty years' 2xperience with other conferenoes of this
gize is that often too much time was taken up by digcussions on points of procedure,
the oreation and membership of subsidiary bodies and related matters, while, through
lack of tima, vital problems of substance did not receive the necessary attention

and therefore did not find a proper solution.
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I do hope very strongly that we will not fall into the same error and that wa
shall be able to scttlc procedural issucs as quickly as possible. I hope, further-
more, that the points of substance will bc discussed in 2 concrote, busineselik. and
rcalistic way, avoiding the over-cxisting dangers =nd pitfalls of the ivory tower,
mutual recriminations, and issuss wiich ar: outside the scope of this Organization.
If one sidc is not asking for too much and the other side is giving what it can,
there is always a way out and a rolution of compromisc, which, while perhaps not
giving ontire satisfaction, is nevertheless a step forward, and this is, in my

gyes, the only thing that counts.

I hope that you will cxcusc thesc personal remarks, which have dogeneratad into
a sormon, which it was not meant to be. However, I can pload attenuating circum-
stances, which will bc understood by the Members of th: Board who sharc with mc an
accumulated feeling of frustration in multilateral intcrnational affairs. Thia
applies espacially to the challcnge of our contury, namely the finding of an
acceptable modus vivendi betwcon the devcloping and the devcloped world.

I do hope that this second Sossion of the Board in Vionna will start and cnd
in a true spirit of mutual comprehension and compromisc, and that it will bring us
a stop furthor in the most important and vital tesk that is sot before us.
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