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DISCLAIMER

This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations
employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or
degree of development. Designations such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are
intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.

FAIR USE POLICY
Any part of this publication may be quoted and referenced for educational and research purposes
without additional permission from UNIDO. However, those who make use of quoting and
referencing this publication are requested to follow the Fair Use Policy of giving due credit to
UNIDO.
CONTACT

Please contact publications@unido.org for further information concerning UNIDO publications.

For more information about UNIDO, please visit us at www.unido.org
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INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Athéns, 29 November — 20 December 1567

HESSAGE JF THE SECRSTARY-GEMEALL TO TIE INTSINATIONAL
SYi:POSIUN. ON _INDUSTRI.L DEVELOPLNT

The convening of an International Symposium an Tndustrial sevelopment
by decision of the United Nations General assembly 13 both an grpression
and a symbol of the growirg concern of the international community with
the protlem :f development.

In oxpressing our gratitude to the host country, l:t us rcmember that
it wes her: in Grocce that the Hellenic genius for systematic onquiry came
into its full flowar. This venue should therofore provide us with an
inspiring framework for dealing with somc of tho most difficult and complex
problems that a majority of nations are facing at this juncture of their
development,

While we concentrate our offorts on the probleme of today we must
remain within full awaruness of thair historical porsjuctive, Lodern
technology could probally be traced back, ovaor a guly of many centurics, to
the first sparks of scicntific thought kindled in ancient Growce. Its far
reaching impact through iriustrial application over the last century or two
is only now becoming fully apparant. we have zlsc come to roelize that the
many blessings that tichnology bestowed on those who have been able to makoe
early use¢ of it, have alzo resultcd in a new international barrier which
increasingly scparates "Nortn" from "South"; doveloped from developing
eountrics, In & world whurs the need for bridging all arcas of conflict
has become 2 basic impurative of survival, this devisivc schism botwoen poor
and rich nations cannot be allowud to continuc, much less tc widen.

An internaticnal mcating on industrial devolopmunt was porhaps long

overdug in the light of tho hopus which thu developing countrics have focucsod

on tho development of modern and officiont industrics as & mocns of raising
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the standards of living of their populations and providing naw and stablc sources
of productive employmont. Whether we coasider the historical perspective of the
last two hundred or the last twenty years, jt is becoming increasingly apparent
that the basic social and political problems of the developing. countries are not
likely to become amenable to offoctive solutions in a stable environment witnout
the establishment of an autonomous productive capacity based on modern technology.
The prodigious possibilities of modern tochnology must be harnessed through the
building of nlants and industrial complexes for a large variety of products and to
ensurc the fulloest utilization of the natural resources of the developing countries
as8 well as of their manpower. This may be the most important task in the field

of dovelopment over the noxt decade or two.

While a large part of the effort Wwill have to come from the less developed
countrias themsclves, inturnational cooperation will remain an important <loment
in any all-out effort to produce mconingful rcsults over a relatively short period
of tima. It will call for a true partnership between the manpower, market
potential and physical resources of the de¢vaeloping countries, and the capital and
technological knowhow of the industrially advanced countrics. The increasing
int:rnationalization of economic opcrations in our contemporary world is bound to
requirs closcor international cooperztion in thesc arcas not only for the development
of the industrializing countriss but also for a more balanced and fuller development
of the world economy as a whols. This may be partioularly important in the area
of new technology. Thore is now considerable concern, evun among the
industrialized nations, about the concentration or polarization of technology which
followed the vast expansion of innovations and inaustrial producticn during recent
years. The development of intornational cooperation in promoting tho technological
advancement of the less dovelopod couniries may facilitate all round accessibility
to new technology and its application to industrial production.

The significance of the Symposium can only be assessad in the contoxt of the
increasing internationalization of these problems. In providing an opportunity
for discussing in depth the many complex probloms which must bs dealt with in the
process of industrializaticn, the Symposium will contribute to a botter undear-
standing of the underlying probloms and to the cruation of conditions for
oooperative approaches to thoir solution.
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Because of the great importance that I attach to this meeting, I deeply
regret that the current pressuras of office prevent mo feom joining you personally
in your deliberations. I wish howevar, to sXpress c¢n this occasicn my conviction
that industrialization hae a crucinl role to Play in the e¢ffcrts of theu developing
ccuntrics to bridge the gap that has boen koeping mor: <hen two-thirds of humanijty
in chronic peverty, It ie my sincere hopo thzt the redulis cf thia Symposium

- will give a now impetus to the afforts of the industrializing countrivs and

further contributs o the offectivencss and scope of ths activitics of the Unitod
Nations Crganization for Industrial Development.

I wish to express to you my best wishes for the suocess of your endeavours,









