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DISCLAIMER

This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations
employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or
degree of development. Designations such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are
intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.

FAIR USE POLICY
Any part of this publication may be quoted and referenced for educational and research purposes
without additional permission from UNIDO. However, those who make use of quoting and
referencing this publication are requested to follow the Fair Use Policy of giving due credit to
UNIDO.
CONTACT

Please contact publications@unido.org for further information concerning UNIDO publications.

For more information about UNIDO, please visit us at www.unido.org
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INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

Athens, 29 November - 20 December 1967
Item 1 of the provisional agenda

POSITION OF TH. SWISS GOVERNMENT ON
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT PROBLEMS

Submitted “y the Government of Switzerland
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Since the Government has submitted a very short paper, it is treated for
purposes of reproduction sad distribution as a sumary paper and will be
distributed in English, French, Spanish and Russian. /
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1. Assistance far dovelopment has become = Guestion of continuing concern to switzerland,
where overy possitle effort is beins madc, both privately and by the public~authori‘ies to
hefp solve the problems whizh frec both the young nations and those older ones which have
net yet achieved an adequ..te level of developmant. There can be no doubt that
industrialization, if properly carri:i out, will rlay an important part. The work
Assigned to UNIDO by the iinited Hations Genernl Assembly at its twenty-first session, and
the International Symposium on Industrisl Development to be held towards the end of 1967,
should both promots this airm, o

2. In the light of pasct exporience both in _witzerland and abrnad, the Swiss authorities
are of the cpinien that industrialization prcjects to he implemented need to be svlected
witl the utmost care on the bacis of strict eriteria.

3. In this connexion, th: ‘wias Severnment fMilly shares the view expressed at the last
scssion of the fconomic Commission for Africn by the Minister of Development of an

African State that efforts should be pooled with u view to promoting wherever posaible

the 2stablishment of industries dircctly éerving the expansion of agricultural outpuu
(chemical fertilizers, agriculturnl equipment, ctc.) and its rational utilization (storage,
preservation, procsssing, etc.). Indecd, in view of the increasing acuteness of the
problam of nutrition, it would scem essentisl to pay particular sattention to the search
for ways and mc'ne of increasing the production of foodstuffs and the quantities of
foodstuffs preserved.

4s  However, this requirement does not preclude giving close attention to other sectors
of production, which in the view ¢f the Swiss authorities chould be considered as a means
of rationally using loril resources if the market is big enovgh to ensure a satisfactory
initial level of profitability, [he creation of regionsl markets seems worthy of
consideratior. as a means of solving this problem.

5. wWhile the Swiss authorities have outlined some features of their conception cf
industrial development, it is not their intention to enter here into a general survey

of the question, which they trust will be dealt with in depth by both UNIDO and the
International Symposium,
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