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DISCLAIMER

This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations
employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or
degree of development. Designations such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are
intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.

FAIR USE POLICY
Any part of this publication may be quoted and referenced for educational and research purposes
without additional permission from UNIDO. However, those who make use of quoting and
referencing this publication are requested to follow the Fair Use Policy of giving due credit to
UNIDO.
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BRIEP BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Ae THR OOUNTRY AND ITS PROPLE

le Geograchy
(a) 4Ares 43,000 8q, miles
(b)  Situation, olimste, physical features, etc.

(o)

(a)

(o)

Liberia is on the West Coast of Afrieca and has 356 miles of ghore

‘on the Atlantic. Sierra leone is on its North-West, Ouinea to the

North and Ivory Coast to the Bast. It is generally a flat country
with & few hills in the Monrovia Area such as Bomi H¥M1s and the
mountain range along the Guinean frcntier, The soil is mostly
sandy or marshy. The country enjoys tropical climate, with raing
from May to October with the maximum raing in June and September,
The dry season is from November to Pecember and from April to May .
The maximum temperature is 27° C.

Eemulation

1,100,000 inhabitants

Average rate of growth: 1,94 per anawm

Deneitys 26 persons per Sq. mile

1/3 l1ive near the coast, There are 26 ethnio groups, the most
important being: Gols, Xpelis, Krew, Bases, and Vai. 3 of the

pepulation are descendants of American negroes. 90% are annimists,
78 ohristians and € moslems. There are about 30,000 foreigners.

leaguases

Brglish is the official language, spoken bW about 20K of the population,

There are about 30 dialects,

Iia_comereial sesires

Nenrovia, the capital (population: 100 000); Buchanan (Fopulations
74000); Marper City (populations 6.0@’

(1) T™here vere in 1969 adout 2,500 niles of reads of all

of which at least 1,150 miles were surfuced, The

Min reutes oemsist of he Noarovia to Mbaraga, with one

he North-laet te Ouines and Ivery Osent

and the othor going North-dest near teo Ouinea and Sierre

ig ™bber plantations have their ewm
ite netwerk netably the read which oresses
the country frem Nerth %o South,

-
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BASIC

(ii) Reilway. There are four lines owned by the mining oompanies
with & total length of just over 300 miles. The 165 mile
Nimba=Buchanan railway, owned by lamco, is under contract
to carry general freight and luggage. There is a line
from Monrovia to the Bomi Hills and to Bonga range near
Sierra leone. There are no passenger-carrying trains in
Liberia,

(11i) Portg. Monrovia, with 620 metres in length and a harbour
of 300 hectars is the most important port. Seventeen regular
shipping lines use the pori. Buchanan ie the other port
which is being enlarged to take more iron ore exports from
Pount Nimba; and Granville which handles most of the exports
of rubber and wood; and Harper,.

(iv) Robertsfield, about 40 miles east cf Monrovia, is the
international airport used by about 12 international airlines,
A seoondary airport at Monrovia handles internal flights
and services to Sierra leone.

government

Liberia was founded as an independent republic in 1847. The exeoutive powers
are vested in the President who is also head of State and Government. There
is a strict division between the executive, legislative and judiciary
powers. The President is elected by universal suffrage, who is oommander-
in=chief of the Armed Forces, negotiator of treaties and their signatory,
and the matter of appointments. All judges are appointed by him., The
Supreme Court composed of the Chief Justice and four assessors is the
highest Appeal Tribunal. In short the Liberian Constitution is similar

to that of the U. .A. There is almost one political party.

ECONOMIC DATA

l,. Economic Indicators

(a) National currency. The currency used in Liberia is the
U.S.A. dollar,

(b) Gross National Product: US$ 240 million
Average general growth rate 1960-67: 4.7%

Per capita ONP: US$ 218

(6) Consumer prices
Average general increase 1965-67: 2.8%
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(4) lance o tg (in US$ million)
1964 1965 1966 1961

Merohandise exports f.o0.b. 126 135 151 159
Pactor payments abroad (net)=-_79 =81 =8 =90
"Net" export earnings 47 54 63 69
Merchandise imports c.i.f. =111 -105 -114 «126
Non-factor services =10 - 1 - 4 =1

Current A/c deficit -4 =58 =55 - 64
Official loans 8 21 18 17

Less repayments - - 5 - 4 - 3
Official grants 12 13 1}
Private capital, change in

reserves, errors &

omissions 30 28 kY

2, Industrial origin of OGDP at current factor cogt (in million §)

Agriculture, forestry, fishing
Mining and quarrying
Manufacturing

Building and construction
Transport and communications
Wholesale & Retail trade
Banking, insurance & real °staie
Ownership of dwsllings

Private services

Public sector agencies

Public sector enterprises

Total monetary economy
Subsistence activities
Total

Sourcet Department of Planning and Feoonomio Affairs

Main industries

l?ﬁ!
41.5
66,3
11.3
15,2
15,2
295

1.4
13,2

6.0
22,6

7S]
228.7

3
E

2597

7.3
44,
86.8
1C.4
10,6
1549
23.8
3.5
13.4
5.8

25.0
[,0
24740

278,0

13.7
19.4
17.1
3045
2.7
14.3
6.9
*27.3

3k

3o7.

H 3

There are a fow oil mills, breweriss and lemonads faotories, dried milk
faotory, shoe factory, two factoriss for conditionimg rubber, three soap
works and explosives faotory, woodworks, cement factory, iron and steel
factoriss, mining-diamends, gold, iron, ore, eto.
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4. Inveetments by mejor jnvegtors (million §)

13 1966 1967

Public sector 21,0 23,0 23,0
Mt. coffee hydroelectric pro jeot 12,9 9.7 2.7
Road construction 8.5 5.0 6.0
Monrovia water sygtenm 0.l 0.4 4.2
National medical centre 0.2 0.9 2.5
Miscellanecus 3.0 Tel 7.6
Iron ore concessionaires 22,0 21.0 45.0
Agricultural concessionaires 5.0 3.0 5¢0
Large manufacturers <4a0 ~3a0 a0

Soyrcet  Foocnomic Survey 1967
Department of Planning and Beonomic Affairs, June 1968.

5. Naturs) regources

Minerals such as: gold, diamords, iron ore, bauxite, chromite, cassiteritc,
manganese, etc, The goil and climate are idea] for such gagh crops as
rubber, pals 0il, coffee, etc, and food orops such &8 groundnuts, cassava,
Forestry with a variety of about 230 trees and fisheries,

6. oreg

Population of 1,1 million People provides labour, Apout 77.5% are engaged
in agriculture, forestry and fishing, There is a shortage of qQualified
people in many professional and scientific fields, This shortage will
continue to be met by expatriates,

o  TRVELOPMEDNT PLAN
The 1967-70 plan outlines mainly the public sector investment progremme ,

Over the plan period, publio development expenditure ig envisa;ed at an
average of 22.5 million dollars per annum. This is made up as followss

g*%tgl expenditure .
ucation 1,0

Transport 3.4
Nealth 1.2
Public utilitieg 5.9
Agriculture 1.7
Other 4.9
8.8

) Aad

Total 22,5
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FOREION TRADE DATA

l.

2,

3,

4.

Zoreign trade balance (§ million)

1264 1965

Exports f,o0,b, 128,7 135.4
Imports 104,8
Trade balance 14,5 30.6

¢ Fxocludes imports for re=exports,

Source: Department of Planning and Economic Affairs
Economic Survey 1967

Annual Reports

imports (8 million)

1964 1965

Food, beverage and tobacco 19,8 18,7
Machinery and vehicles 3.4 35.0
Manufactured goods 5.4 32.6
Chemicals 53 6.1
Puels and lubricants 10,0 8.3
Other 3.3 4e1
Total imports 111,2 104.8

b ——— b~

$ource: Department of Planning and Economic Affairs
Economic Survey 1767
Annual Reports

* Excludes imports for re=-export,

Main gources of importy (peroentage of total value)

U.s .A [ ]
West Germany

Japan
United Kingdom

Source: Boconomist Intelligence Unit, Annual Supplement 1969,

Mxports (in 8 million)

A 1965
Mubber 29,7 29,0
Irea ore 80.6 9.0
Biamonde 1.7 l.4
Malm kernels 0.8 2,1
[ “TVVY 00‘ Oe2
Oeffoe 6.0 147
Re=exporte 6.0 4.5

Other domestic exports lj‘g ﬁ

Bource: Department of Planning and Becnomic Affairs

Boonemio Survey 1967
Annval Reports,

.5
12,0
6.6
9.3

158,8
129,2%
33.6

44.0
12,0
Te4
7.0
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5. M¥ain purchasers of exports (million §)

1964 1965
1!‘ 100
66.> 82,3
(50.4) (69.7)
0.3 2,0
$7.5 50,1

(57.3) (5040)

125,7 1X5.4

1966 1967
O.4 2.%
92,0 105.1
(77.4) (89.5)
2.2 1,9
51,0 49.)

(51.0) (47.5)

s =

150,5 1%8.8

§25r0e:  Department of Planning and Beomomic Affairs: Boonomic Survey 1967.
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