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DISCLAIMER

This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations
employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or
degree of development. Designations such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are
intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.

FAIR USE POLICY
Any part of this publication may be quoted and referenced for educational and research purposes
without additional permission from UNIDO. However, those who make use of quoting and
referencing this publication are requested to follow the Fair Use Policy of giving due credit to
UNIDO.
CONTACT

Please contact publications@unido.org for further information concerning UNIDO publications.

For more information about UNIDO, please visit us at www.unido.org
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BRIEP BACKGROUND INPORMATION

THE COUNTRY AND ITS PEOPLE

1. Oecgrephy
(a) Ares 224,960 aquare miles
(v) Situation, olimate, eto.

(o)

(a)

Kenya has Uganda on the West, the Indian Ocean in the East, Somalia
and Ethiopia in the North and Tansania in the South, Above 4,000
ft. the olimate is temperate with suffioient rainfall (80 inches

& year from Lake Viotoria to Kerioho, The coastal Plain is hot
and humid and the North and North-East get very little rainfall
and are hot and dry. In the highlands, in the centre of the country,
long rains occur from March to May, and short rains from November
to December. On the coast the temperature is 20° - 30° C, In the
mountains it is 28¢ in February to 12° ¢ in June and July. As
regards physioal features, the terrain rises from the Coast to the
Western and Southern borders. The North-East hag series of plateaus,
North to South is a mountainous region (dominated by Mi, Kenya,
17,058 £t high) and is out from North to South by the Great Rift
Valley. Kenya has lakes and rivers. MNore than half of the country
is desert or semi~-desert, Particularly the North and the coastal
regions, The pPlateaus provide good land and in the West are bushes
and savannah,

Population

9493 million people (emtimate 1968). About 300,000 are non-
Africans and more than half of these are Asians, The Europeans
form a sixth sand there are Arabs on the coast,

The rate of growth is 2.9% p.a. There are about 4C different tribes
who fall into 4 main linguistio groups: the Bantu (majority), Nilow
hamitios, Nilotice and Hamitios. The most important tribes are:
Kikuyu (1.7 million), the Luo (1.2 million), the Baruhya (1.1 million)
and the Kamba (1 million). Twenty-five per cent of Afrioans are
Christians. On the coast desoendants of Arabs are Moslems. The Asiang
are hindus and moslems while Buropeans are ohristians,

language

English and Swahili are the offiocial languages. Kikuyu and Luo
Are widely spoken.
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(4)  Main commercial cenires
\

Nairobi, the capital (266,794); Yc~basa, tre main port (179,575);
Nakuru (138,000); Kisumu (23,50C); Eldcrate [15,€00): Thika
(13, 900) ;Nanyuks {10,448, 217 "tkis was iy 1362 cersus.

()  Transport

(1)  Road. There are about 26,000 riles of puplic roads of
which about 1,50C are +arres, Atout 4,000 riles of the majir
roads are gravel, Mozt rozds ir Yerva are Turram. The road
Joining Kenya (Athi Piver 1t Natarge is under construction
while the rcad Tororo tc Z.dcre- (Z;-r;r:ir:g Witk Uganda) Lag
been tarred,

(ii) Railwg. The Kenya railear sigter ¢ par: <f the E,7,
Railway Corporatior, Trhe ~air line rins frorm Nombasa to
Kampala ir Uearda, Trere are T8ry trarcres ferving the
main centres and trere ig a lire Cirrecting with Tenzania,

(iii) Water. The -air Pert iz Yomtasa, u-ere severzl rhips from
Many parts of +re wWorid call Teglilirly,

(iv)  Adr. Nairon: AT & ~iiers sirpert Liene atcut 16
internationa; airiires rzve -n8 Tichts, Eagt African
Airways flieg <. otrer Ize: lfpsass Ciurniries, West Africa,
Zambia, Malawi, Rwarda, Zurund:, Dur- Irdia, Pakistan
and the mid-Easgt, There :zre seversa’
airstrirg ir Kerya ag well ac Ceversl crarter fzcilities,

i)
n Y
£3.
]
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24 Government \

Kenya became indevendert on i2tr Dece-:er ¥ ani g rerutlic within the
Commonwealt)r a year later, Tre ruling capes .o trne herya Lfricarn National
Union (Kawu) ledby wr. Kenyatia, +ve Fresiders -f Ferva, e legislative
power is exercisged by the Xaticra: issertiy cirsisting of cne chember

and ®omposed of 158 elected merbers =rd o TE-fer: elected by tre Acsembly
for four years. The Presiders 1¢ execitive wh: .g 38cisted by tre
Cabinet, The Pregident &Prolnts ard rasve Mirigters,

Source: Africa 1969/7¢,

Lar

B.  BASIC ECONOMIC DATA

1o Economic indicators
(a) Bational currency

T™he Kenya shilling is the hationa: currercy,
£1«17.1429 Kenya shillingy,
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Rezai Drice indicer f-n lairers

durce! Tre Zcono~ies Zr.*:e:“.i;erce Un:

2288
Ware-earners! index
Jily 1964 o iec 10C.6
.V.iddle-mcome irdex
July 1964 . e 1M ,¢0

3aiavce cof Aymerte (in 8 gc:

Bzlarce of trege ‘eoiug,)
Travel

Irvestmers ircome

Cther servicee

Private transferg
Government tranefers

Balarce -» c.rrer: account

Private investment
Zcvernment loare

Bank and cther monetary institutiong

Net errors and omissiong
Balance op carital account
Ket crarge in reserves
(= indicctes increage

S2urce: The Economigt Intell
Septerber 1969,

igence Unit, Annual ¢

167 o8
111,8 112,7
109.6 11C.4
1966 1967
~74.5  ~104.4
24,6 21,5
'3409 - 36'7
57.4 63.1
O|2 - 1.8
L6 4,5
-18.6 - 53.8
5l 20,5
30.5 11,3
- 905 28.3
126 = 4,2
3807 55.9
-20.1 - 12.1
upplement,

39,2
21,2
- 11.4

13,6

62.6

- 20.2



2.

3.

4.

(e) Industri=2 origin of GDP ot factor ccsté/

1964 i 1968 4
(£.K.mn,) of total (£,Kemn) of total

Agriculture and livestock 125.4 37.8 142.9 33.0
Fishing 1,0 0.3 1.5 0e3
Forelt!'y 4,0 1,1 6.0 1.4
Mining and quarrying 1.5 0.4 2.2 0.5
Manufacturing 33,7 1042 49.1 11.4
Building and construction 12.6 3.8 21.8 5.0
Uilities 6.9 2.1 1C,0 Ce2
Transport, storage &

communications 25.1 7.7 35.9 8.3
Commerce 33,0 9.9 44,2 10.3
Ownership of dewellings 19,0 5.7 24.1 Se6
Government 43,0 13.0 571 13.3
Other services 26,2 9,0 36,9 10,7
OUDP at factor cost 331.4 100.0 430.7 100.0

Source: Economist Intelligence Unit, Arrual Supplerent,
Sertember 1969,

a/ New calculatione,

Main industries

The main industries include: food processing such as: breweries, flow.r
mille, meat canning and processing and oil rills, 3 sugar refineries,
textiles (clothing, bed-covers, table linen); chemiccls cuch as lertilizers,
rlastics, detergents; oil refinery, cement works; creameries,

Investments
Industrial investment has increased considera®“ly sirce independence anc
numerous commercial firms have been established or expanded. One of

the contributery factorse to the expansion is the setting=up of the East
African Community with some 31 million people of which Kenya is a member,

Natural resources

The climate, soil, vegatation and physical features of Kenya are ideal
for the rroduction of suct crops as: maize, sweet potetoes, rice, sorghum,
millet, beans, peas, coffee, tea, sisal, pyrethrum cctton, wheat, sugar
canes, etc. Livestock rearing is also ideal for Kenya, There are salt
deposits at Lake l'agadi which are one of the most importart in the world.
Kenya's wealth in wild game and lovely sceneries has crested a big

tourist industry.




Labour force

With a population of 9,93 millicn, Kenya has a reserveir of unskilled
labour, There is however 2 dearih of skilled or sufficiently qualified
people in the technical and scientific cadres which calls for external
ascistarce,

TEVELCPERT FLal

The Develcpment Plan 1570-1974 zirc 2t raieines the trrget rate of srowth

of <re ecoro~y fro- an aver-ge c¢f 6.3 set ir the firet plan -»d achieved

ir 1964/68 to 6.7 ver cert trr-ugh tc 1974, This rean- a growth ir *he

per carita irccre from K. £ 43 in 1967 to K. &£ 55 in 1974, and a growth

of the average family inccome from K. £ 270 to K. £ 345 nver the rlan veriod.

The General Government Budret over the five years will be some kK. £ 720

~illion. 87< of tre trerosed carital nd recurrent exrenditure will be

£iranzed frcm within the couniry. The rlan provides ar investmert of

K. £ 440 million by *he rrivote sector. K, £ 100 million will be in
ufacturing industry. The Governrent's firsgt irdusirial goal ic to

accelerate the rate of manufacturing develcpment, ccreistent with economic

viability and stable price levels for irdustrial goods. The vplar aims at

raicing the rate of srowth from 5.7% in 1964=-68 to 9 rer annum in during

«re rlan reriod., DTivercificatiorn of production ard exports and estrblighment

cf industries fcr irport subsituticn ere emphasized in the Plan, azmong many

other importart ctiectiver,

FCREIGN TRADE DATA

1, Foreign trade balance (£,K. million)

1965 1966 1967 1968

Exports 47.0 57.9 53.3 57.8
Re-exports 4.6 _4,1 6.1 5,2
51,6 62.0 ©59.4  63.0
112.3
3 7

Yet imrorts 89,0 106, 114.8
Tra-de balance -37.4 -50. -'4 01 -5108

wapm—— by ——— ===

Source: Economict Intelligence Unit, Annual Suprlenent, ‘eptember 1049,

Yain i:pcrtsg/ (£ X, million)

Machinery end transport equipment
¥ineral fuels, lubricants, etc,
Chermicals

Vetals

Textiles

Seni-marufezctures

Source: Economizt Intellipence Unit, Annual Supplement, T“epte~ber 1969.

a/ Net imports less re—exvorts,
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¥ain suppliers of imrorts (percentage of tot-1 value)

1967 068
United Kingdom 3;.3 3%.;
Weat Germany . .
Irln 8.0 701
Japan 5.4 6.9
Itll’ . 3.6 ‘01
E.E.C. 21,9 20,5

Source: Economist Intelligence Unit, Annual Supplement, September 1969,

Main exvorts (¢ X, million)

INT 1968
Coffee 15.7 12.8
Tea 1.‘ 10,0
Petroleum products 7.2 6.1
Naise 1.4 4.8
Neat and meat products 2.9 3.0
Pyrethrum extracts 2.4 2.5

Soyrce: Economist Intelligence Unit, Annual Supplement, September 1969,

tion o roen of total value)
i967 1968
West Germany 9.1 10,2
U.8.4. 7.1 T.2
Sambia 4.3 5.0
Netherlands 4.6 5.0
B.B.C. 18.5 20.4

Source: Boonomist Intelligence Unit, Annual Supplement, September 1969,

o XK, m )

1966 13.3 15.6 28,9
) § 11.4 14.8 .
13 4 26,2




Iotal
1967 33 1002 103
1968 3.7 8.7 12.4
Ialance of intexr-territorial irede
166 1961 1968
Bxports 8.9 26,2 26,4
" aTance K B v

SQurce: Noonomist Intelligence Unit, Amnual Supplement, September 1969,









