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lmiSP BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

A.     THE COÜHTRY AND ITS PBOPLI 

1. 

(*)      Arti 
î*l• "«y*1? *•• (254,000 sq. mile.) 
ö million hectare« are arable:   ISíV^nn fws u    * 
•w under cultivation. '  35(^400'000 Retare. 

(b)      S^u»tiont CUmU. phv.nn.i ^+»~n 

«0 

(f) 

etc. 

^.t^TsÎÏteh^t0fthAefr Ca"+
It ^ KthÌOpÌa *» «" **, 

to the North-Wei^ ^'^¿JT^ °f ^ AfarB and the l8»*> 
the East Coast on\»i£Z*<Z^"• ?* °Ulf of Aden «* 
continuing from Kenya «d ShiSSS"   Sí     Ì* hfB ,0me hiffh lftnds 

The average temperatures arf £ C^n tL^*    •'•h°t ^ diy' 

no. f0r the *holo y^Xlll ÏÏS^^^J^ 

(°)      Population 

2.7 million (rou^h estimate mid-1968). 
Hate of growth:   2.9* per annum. 
Density: 4 persons per square km    or in •~<,^ 

~— -.„ »^.^eiiAL s Ear 
Somali is spoken S*íííhSoííiiI¡?llan are the officiftl lM*W' 

(•)      Hain eoim-reiai 0>ntP)(. 

Ä «Sibilìi" "•nlM "",Mn" "Uh • ¿«" population 

•MrtSÜnTSJIf   """••   "»»*••«»« »«il», to ih. 



(ii) 

(ili) 

(iv) 

?•     dOYtnwênt 

Zsssàìt 

MlHUl.    Thar« are no railway line«. 

S*t«TT ?re Ì°Ur main P01**"' Mo«««iiwio» Chisimaio and Merca, in the South and Berbera in the North.    Berbera 
ini"6•"? «?°* *°""i« *nd handl.B livestock .„o*. 
while Chisimaio in the main port for banana, and   cat?le ' 
exports.    Mogadiscio is tho main import port.    There is 
a considerable coastal traffic by dhow. 

Air.   There are some 20 airstrips scattered all  over the 
country.   Only Mogadiscio, Chisimaio, Berbera and Hargeisa 
are all weather aerodrome« equipped with navigational 
control.   Mogadiscio is an international airport 

£££= SSäSä 7. zxr¿¿tt£!* 
B.     BASIC KOHOMIC DATA 

*•     Boonotnio indicator« 

(a) 

(b) 

National ourrency. Tha ourrenoy is Somali Shilling. 

S. Sh. 1 . us t 0.14 
US $ 1 - S. Sh. 7.14 

Oross National Product (estimate 1966) 

Total S. Sh. 900 million or USt 125 million. 
Per oapita S. Sh. 360 million or USI 50. 

Sowoaf Afrioa 196*9/70. 

(°)      Consumer Prie« Inda»,  Mogadiscio 
(1963 - 100, monthly averages for Deoember) 

i&L   im   m 
All item 
Food 

i£l Ittfi 
127.7 
132.3 

123.6 
120.0 

120.1 
114.8 

99.5 
97.7 

i/     Beginning 1967, base 1966 - 100 

103.1 
100.6 
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Í*)     Mmo> of payment« (s. 3h. million 

Current aooouirt 
Balano« of trade e.i.f. 
Services 
Private remittance« 
Government grants 

Balance on current account 
Carital aeeoun-t 

Private investment 
Loans to the government 
Banks and other financial institutions 
Errors and omissions 

Balance on capital account 

¿2&      i&Z      1268 

-103 
- 43 
- 3 

- 75 

11 
63 

-111 
-59 

6* 
-Ji 
- 79 

17 
5? 

- 4 

lu  zà 
fiojicst: Economist Intelligence Unit, Annual Supplement. 

September 1969. ' 

*•     Origin of oTntP. 

-115 
- 45 

4 
-USL 
- 21 

ÍSt OTÏ! PtlUble 4nf0n,6tlon Ät th* *iB* of writing on the origin 

3«     Main industries 

ÎSîar^ïînlU* •T,
4
connectad »"* processing foodstuffs.   There io a 

ô^f^^^—^^^* various canneries, a cotton ginnery, tannery, dairies, 
cement works, metal working concern.    In mid 1968,  there were 38 

^JSS^tS^9 UnltLin *****' -i^ted'mainly £ "«South and around Mogadiscio.    Of these 19 produced food products. 

4«     Batoiral r^mifo«. 

Agriculture and livestock are the main resources.    90* of the population 

SZL^iÎTw "ï •nd,colrbite ** B0M c« •* P~"t be exploited oownercially.    There is also uranium and manganese.    The land can 
permit the growing of such crops as: rice, cotton, sugar, bananas: 
as well as rearing such livestock as cattle, ct^í«, ¿o.t.r¡¡¡Mpí 

5«      Labour force 

Out of 2.7 million people, ons-third are settled.   These can provid« 
unskilled labour.    There is a oritioal shortage of skilled peopls. 
In professional »technical and scientific fields, Somalia will continu« 
to rely on expatriates for a long time to come. 
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C.  DEVELOPMENT FLAN 

The 1963-67 plan vu, for various reasons, abandoned. It er-iss-red r totPl 

S1£?;I¿ S; l'4°°miUlM tn th« >"hllc -*«• «- - *¿~¿» 
(a) improving tr^rs^ort and communications} 

(b) improve nnd errand agricultura' producting, mainly by irrigr.tinp new 
land ; 

(c)  establish new industries and mining. 

D.  FOREIGN TRADE DATA 

1 •  Foreign Trade Balance (S. Sh. jnjVMnw) 

Exports f.o.b. 
Imports c.i.f. 

Trade balance 

126¿ 1264 126S 

227.0 257.8 ?37.3 
3!2il 390.7 353.3 

-9?.l -132.9 -116.0 

AM       12§Z 

233.4 

-66.9 

?55.6 

-85.2 

Source:  Economist  Intelligence Unit, Annual Supplement,  September I969. 

2.      Imports by çommodJliejLX^62-6ll_Cyalue in million Sorbii shining 

Cereal and cereal products 
FruitB and vegetables 
Sugar and sugar products 
Coffee, tea and cocoa 
Beverage and tobacco 
Oils and fats 
Petroleum and related products 
Pharmaceutical products 
Paper and paper products 
Textiles 
Clothing 
Metals 
Metals products 
Building materials 
Electrical machinery 
Non—electrical machinery 
Miscellaneous manufactured 

articles 
Transport equipment 

Others 

Total 

1962 
Value   $ 

33   12 
16     6 
15 
8 
9 
4 

14 
4 
4 

5 
3 
3 
1 
5 
1 
1 

37   14 
10 
8 
8 
5 
6 

14 

4 
3 
3 
2 
2 
5 

mi 1264 1^5 
Value    $ Vf lue * MM  Í 

38    12 53 12 62    18 
18     6 19 5 13    4 
14     5 27 7 4     1 
9     3 12 3 7     2 

10     3 11 3 11     3 
6     2 13 3 15     4 

14     4 18 4 16     5 
6      2 7 2 6     2 
6      2 6 2 7     2 

36    11 41 10 27     8 
9      3 9 2 6     2 

13     4 12 3 12     3 
U     3 14 4 13     4 
4     1 7 2 9     3 

11     3 12 3 9     3 
29     9 31 8 48   13 

6    2 
22     8 

-J3L18 
270 100 

5     2 
33   10 

321 100 

7      2 
42    11 

-51 J¿ 
391 100 

7      2 
27     8 

-55 JÉ 
353 100 

Source:    Somali Customs Statistics* 
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frports by commodities (1962-6S1 fvalu«. i» „i:Lllon Somit1< .M114^ 

1962 
Vrlue   $ 

Bananas 
Li va animale 

Sheep 
Cattle 
Ooate 
Camela 

Hide* and skins 
Wood products and charcoal 
Filh and fiah products 
Meat and meat products 
Others 

Total 

Source; Somali Custom« Statistics. 

12âÀ 
Value   £ 

101   45 
91   40 

(56)(25) 
U6,H 7] 

1964 
Value    $ 

196? 
MM  £ 

106   46 
80   34 

(33)(14 
U4)( 6 
(20 ( 9 
113)1 5 

15     6 
12     5 

2      1 
2      1 

-IS-I 
237 100 

*•     liwotion of forai« trade (million Somali Shilling) 

Italy 
Aden 
Saudi Arabia 
U.A.R. 
last Africa 
U.S.S.R. 
U.K. 
Ethiopia 
Japan 
India 
China 
Other 

Total 

1261 

81 
10 

6 
10 
14 
9 

23 
9 

20 
18 

1 
J&2 
270 

Imports 
mi   ¿su 
88 

9 
5 
7 

20 
45 
28 
10 
21 
15 

1 
-71 
321 

96 
16 

7 
5 

31 
44 
50 
6 

25 
15 
4 

Jg 
391 

Sourest Somali Custom Statistici. 

1£2 
101 

16 
2 
1 

26 
28 
22 

7 
19 
b 

14 
122 
353 

1261     !2&     1964      1265 

93 
28 
43 
5 
2 

112 
40 
52 
12 

1 

117 
35 
66 
20 

1 

116 
35 
58 
10 

6 

1Ö0 227 257 237 
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