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DISCLAIMER

This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations
employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or
degree of development. Designations such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are
intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.

FAIR USE POLICY
Any part of this publication may be quoted and referenced for educational and research purposes
without additional permission from UNIDO. However, those who make use of quoting and
referencing this publication are requested to follow the Fair Use Policy of giving due credit to
UNIDO.
CONTACT

Please contact publications@unido.org for further information concerning UNIDO publications.

For more information about UNIDO, please visit us at www.unido.org
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-3- DAHOMEY
E2ONOMIC BACKGROUND HIGHTLIGHTS

A. THF_COUNTRY AND ITS PROPLE

1) ECONOMIC GROGRAPHY:

a) ARFA: 13,180 scquare milesy 116,000 sr, kms,

b) AFONRAPHY AND CT.TMATE: TMahomey is flanked by Nieerin and Toro.
The climate is tropical with ~verare temnerature of
200=3A°C and heavy rainfall.

c) POPULATTON: 2.5 million:mid 1960 estimste with arnual erowth
of 2,17,

d) TANOUAGFS: The official lsanrunce is french.

e) WMATN CENTR®S: The main towms arves
Porto Novo: Canital 85 000
; Cotonou:{Commercial Canital) 120,000
: Abomeys 10,000
Ouidahs 20,000
Parakous 16,000

f) TRANSPORT FACTLITTRS: = Railroads are about 395 miles. The main
line (272 miles) runs from Cotonou on the Coast to Parakou
in the enst center of the countrv. A 67-mile line connects
Cotonou with Porto Novo {Capital) and Pobé in the sountheast.

- Roads are 3,727 miles, 369 miles paved.

= Only internitional airvort is at Cotonou,

= Deep-water sort constructed at Cotenou came into operation
in 1945,

2) POLITICAL STATUS AND GOVERNMFNT

STRUCTURE. TN THF ECONOMT FTFLD: On December 1958 the Republic of
Nahomey was proclaimed. The proclamation of independence
was in Aurust 1960, Dahomey admitted to UN in 1960. She is
a member of most big international Organizations. It is
also a member of the Fntente Council, of OCAM, the OAU,
the Afro Malagasy States, the African Associated States with
FEC, the West African Customs Union and the West African
Monetary Union.
The ministries in the economic field are:
Ministry of Economy and Finance
Ministry of Rural Development and Planning.

Sources: - A.I.D. Economic Data Book = Africa 1970 i
~ The EUROPA Year Book 1969 |

- TRRN =~ Fconomic situation and prnspects |
ot Dahomey - April 1970 i

- Africa 1969/70 The editorial Staff of "Jeune Afrique"

- U.N. Year Book of Tnternational Trade Statistics 1967.
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B. BASIC KCONOMIC DATA

1) ECONOMIC INDICATORS:

a) NATIONAL CURRENCY: The principal Unit of Currency is the franc
Communauté Financiere Africaine (CFA). The exchange rate:
2795 CcFp = 11Se 1,

b) GROSS DOMESTTC PROTUCT: ~t market nrice 1064 CRA® 28,9 bhilliong
11se 192 million.
Per foratrs FHAR 10, N2, TSE 77

Primar: “ectnrg 507

Secondar. Sertnr: o
fiovermment , Tronanort,Trade,

Servicer: A
Rate n rrauth, 10 N=1068 1007

A,R' (a4 cvrrent nrinpn) iy

c) PER CAPITA INCOME: Tn 1061 JS® 64
d) BATANCF OF PAYMENTS: Rillion CFA_Francs
1968 T

Total Fxporta f,0.b, 6,00
Totarl Tmnorts c.i.f. -14,00
Trade Ralance T
Services 0.20
Totnl -6.30 .
Transfer Prvments _5.00
Balance of Current Account

"after tranafera" :-1;3Q
Private Canital (net) 2.0
Monetary Sectars (net) - 0,80
Frrors and Mmiasions - 0,70 l&;g

2) FWATURAL RESOURCES: - The apricultural 1end is about 4.9 million acres,
only 187 of total =rea,

- Subsistence fnod crops account for 707 of cultivation,
Palm kernels and oi. produced mainly in the south are the
main casherops.

- Pigheries is » major industry with pood srowth potential.
Annual catch 10,000 tons,

-~ Forests are 207 of area, mainly north.

— There is low-grade iron ors in remote north and lime stone
ieposits.

- 0il found in 196’ in offshore waters,

3) LABOUR FORCF: RA” of labour force in apriculture. There are about
79,000 salaried workers. Underemployment is a serious
problem,
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A) ORIGIN OF GDP: at current prices (CFAF billions)

Primary sector
Secondary sector
Tertiary sector

Government

GDP

C. DEVELOPMENT PLAN

DAHOMEY
1964 1965 1066 1967 1068
20,2 21,4 23,0 24.0 22,9
4.5 4.3 A2 A.6 4.6
12.0 12.6 13.2 13.9 15.0
5.9 5.7 5.2 5.4 6.4
42.? 44.0 46.5 47.9 48.9

The first plan from 1962 - 65 was too ambitious and had to
be abandoned and replaced by a five year plan 1966~1970 with the

principal objectives of improvins: the national production and after

1970, of accelerating the growth of the Dahomey economy.

There are three priority sectors: rural development, industrial
The social and administrative needs
are lower in the ascale of priorities.

develomment and infrastructure.

IRVESTMENTS: An investment code gives p~‘vileges to the medium,
small scale industry and important firms working under
agreement with the state for a period of more than 25 years.
Certain foreign firms can freely transfer their profits.
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N, FORFION TRADE NAMTA

1) RORFT O TRATE RATANCE: (in miJlion CFA Rrancs )

MHONEY

1061 1064 1065 1966 ] a6,
Tmnorts C.T.F.
Total Trade Comppe 62 f9r 261 INTAD
Prance 5110 15130 651 2973 5164
Senernl A37 366 LRy 63 164
Ni rerin 279 15 219 179 178
Tmited ¥ingdom 265 259 201 283 251
Relmium-Iuxembours 238 152 793 305 164
termany-Fed.Republic 217 227 293 781 ARQ
Fxports ".0.R,
Total Trade 32 wsa o T 20 3720
France 2255 244072 1815 1365 1301
Senesnl 11 9 50 ¥ A5
Nirerin 64 b 77 127 169
Tmited ¥Kinedom 30 61 N6 15 6
Relrsium=Tuxembours R 17 11 ) -
termany-Fed . Republic 58 210 06 119 246
>) NI O TNPORTS; MUIN PRODUCT®: (in CW1% million)
1965 1066 1067 1968
(gix months)
Food, vevernre, tohncco 16R0,1 1785,2  PN3R.A 1011.6
m™el and petrol oroducts ATO N ARTT /61,5 257.5
Rew mnrt., ~nd semi nrocessed 780,37 AOR6 61,5 336.6
Frvimment mods 1452,0  1524,2 2553.9 1900,7
winished consumntion moods  A090.7 W, A AR25,0 2111,6
Totnl RARD,0 R269,7 107446 5240.0
memmms =-mems  Szssoss B




Paim 041

Paim ¥ernel 0i1

Palm ¥ernels

P~1m enlkes
AronmdAmits (shelled)
Sheannts

Conrn

Cotton

Coffee

Others

Total
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3) VAL OF FXPORTS; MATN PRODIICTS:

1265

741.6
084 ,8
508,6
10,7
95,8
100,5
89,8
231,71
108,9
85,0

1366,R

TMHOVEY

1067

- s

263,7
871,5
10,0
250, R
223,1
170.7
254
11,1
139,41
1132.0

o m——— ——

1750.,0

1068

- e en

(six months)

2966.0









