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DISCLAIMER

This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations
employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or
degree of development. Designations such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are
intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.

FAIR USE POLICY
Any part of this publication may be quoted and referenced for educational and research purposes
without additional permission from UNIDO. However, those who make use of quoting and
referencing this publication are requested to follow the Fair Use Policy of giving due credit to
UNIDO.
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Please contact publications@unido.org for further information concerning UNIDO publications.
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-3 - RWANDA
ECONOMIC BACKGROUND HIGHLIGHTS

A. THE COUNTRY AND ITS PEOPLE

1) ECONOMIC GEOGRAPHY:

a) AREA: 10,166 sq. miles (26,330 sq. km.)

b) GEOGRAPHY AND CLIMATE: Rwanda has Uganda to the north, Tansania to the
east, Congo Kinshasa to the West and Burundi to the South.
! The climate 1s equatorial but considerably moderated by the
‘ altitude. The average temperature is 19°C, There are two dry
seasons: January to Kebiuary and June to September. Two wet
Beasons from March to May and October to December.

e) POPULATION: 3,3%0,000 at the end of '96R with rate of ,rowth of ¥.

d) LANGUAGES: The national language is Kinyarwanda. It is also the
official language with French. English is used in trade.

e¢) MAIN CENTRES: The main towns are:
Kigali 20,000 (Capital)
Butare: 2,700

f) TRANSPORT FACILITIES: - Roads and tracks 3400 miles.

= No railway.

= With no outlet to the sea Rwanda depends on the ports of
neigbouring countries; via Mombassa in Kenya and Dar-es-salaam
in Tanzania and on the Atlautic side, Matadi in Congo Kinshasa.

Lake transport links the Rwandan and Congolese ports on lake Kivu,

- There are two international airports Kigali-Kanombe z‘md Kamembe
on the shore of lake Kivu, '

?) POLITICAL STATUS AND GOVERNMENT
STRUCTURE IN THE ECONOMIC FIFLD: In '962: the proclamation of independence

and admission into UN,
In January '964: the end of the economic and monetary union
with Burundi.
Rwanda is a member of the OAU and of OCAM. It is one of the
African Associated States to the EFC.
The ministries in the economic tield are:
Ministry of Works and Power
Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock
Ministry of Finance
Ministry of Commerce, Mines and Industry
Secretary of State for Flanning.

Souvrces: - A.I.D. Economic Data Book - Africa 1970.
~ The EUROPA Year Book 969,
- Africa 1969/70 The editorial staff of "Jeune Afrique".
~ I.B.R.D. The Economy of Rwanda 1968.
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B, BASIC ECONOMIC DATA

1) BCONOMIC INDICATORS:

a) NATIO.AL CURRENCY: The Rwandese Franc (RF) equals US$ 0.01 ~inre

LIEETAR T I R TYL I A A o TAares thied

b) GCROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT: '9G60
Per Capita: RF 4,000 (US$ 40) at current prices

Primary Sector: 697 at 959 prices
Secondary Sector: 167 "
Transport, Trade,

Services: 157, 1

A.17 at constant prices (1999-66)
¢) PER CAPITA INCOME: US$ 38 (1963)

d4) CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: April 1965 = 00 "Low Income"
December 1965 December '966 December '967

169 145 *46
e) BALANCE OF PAYMENTS: US$ Million
967

Total Exports 14.8

Total Imports ~-17.0

Trade Balance -2.2

Services = 3.9

Total 5,1
* Investment Income 0.1

Balance of Current Account :é;g_

Official and Frivate trans-

fers 6.1

Non-monetary Capital (net) 0.2

Errors and Omissions 1.5

Monetary Capital -1.8 6.0

2) NATURAL RESOURCES: - The economy is agricultural, mainly at subsistence
level. Coffee, cotton and pyrethrum are the principal crops.
- Livestock is widely raised and hides and skins are exported.
~ Minerals include cassiterite (tin ore) and some gold, tantalite,
wolfram and beryl.

3) LABOUR FORCF:; The total employment in "966 are 77,088, 457 in the public
service, 11 in agriculture and 1%’ in mining.

G, af the 1abhour ferece voan asrienltnre,
A) MATN TNDHSTRTES: The mo'n industries ores
' Foods Coftee factories = ten factories = lonr mill = d=iry

5nd hrewery.
Teytilea: Nnarment f-ectory = hl-nket, weavine factory,
CheﬁiPQTc: “nan works = lahnratory of phammacentical nrnducts -

- n nnint factory,

. Ryildinse Cement works = numerons hpick and tile work~ = carrentryv

workshons,
Various: Printine presses - tronrigtor assemblv — sujtease
factory - nlestice aandnls and crvonrs,
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C. . DEVELOPMFNT PLAN

1) INVESTMFNTS: The five~year development onlan, oriminally for 1044-00
was counting on a total monetary investment amountine to
RF 8.4 billion.(RI 1.2 hillion pre=devalu-tion orices)

The Nevelooment Plan in million Rwandn france - post devaluntion is
as follows:

__Public Binancinc _____ Private Rinancine
Foreipm Natiomal Total Worcim WNationnl Total
Arriculture + Livestock 1,816 R7 2,193
Minine 200 - 200 R[01 - 821
Industry A63 7A 537 259 1R 207
Servicesn - 10 10 2?9 147 74
Infrastructure 2,51 517 3,018 602 330 932
TOTAL 5,030 9%R 5,088 1,911 515 2, A%%

?) SOURCES OF FTNANCTNG: RF 5,998 million or 71 percent of the total investment
of the plan (1964-69) were financed from public resources and
RF 2,426 million were privately financed.
The sources of finance of the Developuent Plan (1965=-69) was
as follows:

...Public Financins Private Financins
Foreign National Total Foreigm Nation~1 Total

k. In pre-devalustion prices

Apricultnre and Livesatock 991.2  256.0 1,247.2 - 16,7 16,7
Mininge 100.0 - 100,0 A25.0 - A425,0
Tndustry 254.2 41.9 29”9 142.5%  20,R 163,13
Services - R.0 8,0 130,0 Rn,0 210,0
Infrastmcture 1,477.1 3048 1,7R1.9 5.0 2000  K44,0
TOTAY, 2yR22.5  H18.6 14010 1,069,5  117,5 1 180,0
mEazII=  comss ssm=nam coossss mmsee —zmaess

B. In post-devaluation nrices

Apriculture and livestock 1,83.0 357.0 2,103,0

Mining 200.0 - 200,0 821.,0 - 8210

Tndustry 463.0  14.0  537.0  259,0 3R,n 2a7,0

Servicen - 10.0 10.0 229.0 1A7,0 16,0

Tnfrastricture 2,631.0  517.0 3,048.0 602.0 30,0 92,0
TOTAT, 5,030.0  958.0 5,988.,0 1,911.0 15,0 2,4%6.0

Lt 2 3 1.2 ] mEmmTE rooomom Esmmr 31— 4 343 4% 3
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FOREIGN TRADIS DATA

1) FOREIGN TRADE BALANCE: (in thousands of U.S. dollars)

Exports
EUROPE
E.E.C. countries
Creat Britain
Switzerland
Sweden

Total

NORTH AMER1CA
United States
Canada

Total

AFRICA

Congo (Dem. Rep.)
Burundi

Uganda

Kenya

Total

ASIA
Japan
Others

Total

TOTAL

Imports

Belgium + Luxemburg
Germany

France

Italy

Netherlands

Total E.E.C.

Creat Britain
Sweden

Norway

USA

Canada

Uganda

Kenya

Tanzania

Congo (Kinshasa)
Burundi

Iran

Japan

Pakistan

Taiwan
Hong-Kong

Rest of the world

Sub~Total

CHNERAL TOTAL_

SERTERATSTESIESE

RWANDA

1963 1964 1965 1966 1967
2,867 4,166 5,880 4,317 4,227
4 425 259 365 87
1 1 2 13 1
- - 114 118 -
2,872 4,99) 6a22]  4Bli. 4,002
408 6,706 6,697 6,295 6,769
- - 53 2 -
408 6,706 6,700 8,297 83182
110 310 282 184 109
- 197 116 84 215
20 29 86 146 280
158 89 26 3 -
288, 622 2.0 411 604
- - - - 181
2 229 138 211 13
2 229 138 21" 194
3,570  1%,55° 13,649 1',738 1,882
1,164 3,022 5,483 5,615 4,580
253 872 2,342 1,987 1,430
124 322 510 446 949
45 104 284 229 168
58 285 748 454 244
1,644 4,605 9,373 8,730 7,371
197 462 RAK 914 610
- 67 398 146 136
0 16 17 003 24
57 231 932  1,3'% 1,041
- 90 211 155 15
917 1,409 3,593 2,846 2,002
642 551 849 682 329
49 146 547 293 106
567 619 425 276 117
- 1,802 1,163 537 6135
208 191 55 64 98
07 781 925 2,192 2,088
- 27 103 229 191
- 16 29 Ro 20
- 204 184 245 270
445 791 1,091 1,760 R07
3,199 7,403 11,570 11,743 8,469
43843 12,008 20,245 20,475 ]

22540
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2) VALUE OF IMPORTS:; MAIN PRODUCTS:( in thousands of U.S. dollars)

1963
Cereals 24
Flour 47
Fats and QOils 404
Beverages 36
Cement T4
Fuel 733
Cotton + Cotton Prod. 52
Synthetic Textiles 161
Iron and Steel 178
Tools 62

Mechanical Equipment 376
Electrical Equipment 247

Vehicles 440
Other 2,009
TOTAL 4,843

1964

183
282
382
239
505
917
1,221
845
761
283
605
383
1,025
4,277
12,008

=SSSoes

1962

284
641
445
240
737
1,382
1,016
912
1,107
974
1,463
1,586
2,696
7,460

20,943

sSEmm=x

1966

337
937
386
206
539
1,398
1,508
1,402
1,452
683
1,915
737
1,947
7,026

20,473

1967

mni———

39
373
239
136
492
893
533

1,167
927
411

1,023
480

1,706

15,840

3) VALUE OF EXPORTS; MAIN PRODUCTS: (in thousands of U.S. dollars)

1963
Cassiterite 2,814
Coffee 423
Tea 3
Pyrethrum 153
Beer 64
Other 113
TOTAL 34570

1264

4,073
6,287
204
254
183
550

11,551

1965 1966
5,060 3,739
7,353 64566

222 258
111 241

14 001

889 933
13,649 11,738

1967

R
11
4é

100

1967

3,082
7,306
139
224

1,1

11,882

Value in %

26
6
1
o

10
100
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