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ECONOMIC  RACKr,ROllNJÌ_JITOmjnHTJi 

Aj__THK COUNTRY  AND ITS PEOPLE 

1 )    ECONOMIC GEOGRAPHY: 

a) AREA:     10?,?90 sa.  miles 

b) GEOGRAPHY AND TTMATF:    Gabon has F.nuatorial Guinea in the northwest, 
Cameroon to the north and Conan Brazzaville to  the south and 
east.    The Atlantic Oce.-m washes its  shores  for   '.00 miles on 
the west.    The climate is  troni cal.     There is one lonr dry 
season  »"ron- May to  September and  one  lonr rain  season  from 
mid  January  to mid May.     ^h^ average  temperature  is  ?^ centi crade. 

o)    POPULATION:     MO ,000 with  rate of rrowth  1   • 

d)    LANG"'-^S:    The official   Ian'maro in  french hut each ethnic rroun 
has its own  lan/mare. 

9)    MAIN CENTRES:    The main towns  -re: 
Libreville   ( Cani tal)   6% POO 
Port Gentil   <0,000 
Mnnnda-Monnana   11,000 
Lambarenò   10,000 

f)    TRANSPORT FACILITES:    - National roads around 1,91ft km, ReHonal 
Roads  f>,B"i   km.    There pre also about   "SOO km of track. 

- There  is no  real   railway  lines.     Rut  Gabon will   have a major 
railway linkinr Relink   with Owendo. 

- The Pror-m«4  river  is navi a* ble  for   "SO  km.     Tt  is  an important 
means of communication   particularly  in tranrnortinr wood. 

- There are two Drincioal   Tx>rts,   Port  Gentil  and Libreville. 
A   bii* mineral  port  at  Owendo  in  nroiected, 

- Libreville and Port Gentil  are international  airnorts. 
?0 other airnorts  can  + ake DC   <,. 

2)    POLITTCAL  STATUS AND GOVERNMENT 
STRUCTURE JN THE'FCONOMTC* FTVT,T):  Gabon attained independence in 

' Au<nist   '°o0.   She  is a  member of mi.   tho EEIC Associated  State«, 
•Ihe OAU,   the African W-lafasy Union,   OCAM and the Central 
African  States Customs  Union,   UDEAC. 

The ministries in the economic  l'i eld are: 
Ministry of Finance and  Budret 
Ministry of Mines and Water resources 
Ministry of Economic Affairs, Trade,   Industry and the Rural 
Economy 
Ministry of Arriculture. Livestock and Rural Economy. 

Sources! - AID Economic Bata Book Africa 1970 

- EUROPA Year Book '969 

- Africa 1969/70 The editorial Staff of "Jeune Afrlq**** 

- I.B.R.D. "The Economy of GABON" 196«. 
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B.    *ASIC ECONOMIC DATA 

OABON 

1)    ECONOMIC  INDICATORS: 

a) NATTONAI, OTTRRENCY:     1,000 Frano C.P.A.- US*   3.67 
275 francs CF.A.  = TTS^   1 

b) GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT: 

Per Capita:     TIS«  479 in  1966 
Primary Sector: 22.9^ 
Secondary Sector: 32.ft'' 
Transport,   Trade,   Services:        ^._V' 
Rate of rrowth,   19Ó0-1966 ¿OQiÔl 
9.7"*  (at  current prices) /l.}"* al~cönstant prices. 

c) PER CAPITA   INCOME:     US*   2«7 in 1967 

à)    BALANCE OF PAYMENTS; ( 1q66) in JbiJUion CPAF     Average annual 
Change ^r- 

a.o 

+2.2 

7.8<< 
10.2' 

2.7«i 
2./H 

-2.2 

Total Extorts 26.6 
Total  Imports I8.6 
Trade Balance 
Net  invisibles 
Balance of Current Account 

Transfer Payments - 3.3 
Non-monetary Capital  known 5.0 
Other r.on-monotnry cani tal and 
errors and omissions - 5«1 

Monetary Capital   (net) 1.2 

2)    KATURAL RESOURCES:  - The arri cultural  land is  less than  1 ' of total  area. 
Afri culturo is rrently undeveloped as a result ¿f the density 
of the forest,   poor ouality of the  soil,   restricted transportation. 
The cocoa,   coffee,   palmoil  and rice are the main crops.     Ecuatorial 
forests cover   'l> ' of the area and  represent  the  country's  exports. 

- 200 million ton  dexxir.it  of manganese  (,1p' metal  content)  at 
Moñuda.     The reoei.+ l.v discovered iron ore deoosit  in northeast 
Gabon is one of the larrest  deposits in thewhole world (6/1 ') ore. 
Mininr and  'in rradinr of uranium  is  done at Mounana.     Small  amount 
of £T>ld ore mined.     Petroleum accounts  1/1 ' of Gabon's total  exports. 

•^    LABOUR FORCE:   In  iQb^ the labour  force was estimated about  ^1'' of population. 
M* of labour force enrçt/red in a/riculture.    Less than 20*' in 
the modern sector. 
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ORIGIN OP ODPî The GBP is 55.3 billion CPAP ir 1966 as follows: 

at 
1963 

factor 
e* 

cost at 
1966 

factor cost 
€ 

Agriculture and forestry 29.9 22.9 
Manufacturing and energy- 6.2 5.9 
Construction 5.8 8.8 
Transport,   Storage 7.9 9.7 
Commerce 

Mines 
H.3 

U.3 

10.0 

18.1 
Others 24.6 24.6 

GDP 100.0?, 100.OÍ 

5)    MAIN INDUSTRIESt    At first Gabonese industry was mainly concerned with 
timber but it has expanded fast  since  196? with the opening 
of the port Gentil oil refinery and the brewery. 
Pood: Coffee Drocessing plants,  oil mills,   a rice mill,  brewery, 
commercial bakery,  ice factory. 
Wood:   Saw mills,   plants  for cutting and sawing Gabon timber, 
Plywood factory, Carpentry workshops and furniture factories. 
Chemicals:  Factory  for uranium concentrates,  soap factory, 
paint factory and oil refinery. 
Building:    Clinker crushing plant (cement). 
Textiles:    Garment manufacture. 
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1 )     INVESTMENTS:  The total  investments  in the Five  Year 
investments)   are 66.SÓO million CFA F and 

Plan 1966-70  (certain 
as follows: (in million CPAP) 

I•       PRODUCTION 
An-iculture,  livestock, 
fisheries 

Forestry 

Minin<- 

Induatry 

Tourism,transport and trade 

Total plnnned production 
Total  fairly certain 
Total uncertain 

II.     INFRA STRUCTURE 

Total  plnnned infrastructure 
Total   ff.irly certain 
Total uncertain 

Total  social  investments 

TV.     STUDIES 

TOTAL PLANNED INVESTMENTS 

Üncertain_inyestments 

Public Private Totr 
Domes" ,ic     Forei.'Ti 

453 442 235 1130 

AA• 797 215O 'H77 

- - 27400 27400 

372 35O 22386 23108 

36 - 1835 1871 
._—  .     

5291 
2602 
26R9 

1589 
1282 

307 

54006 
38696 
1531O 

60886 
4258O 
18 306 

fino 
7413 
717 

I8O56 
16372 

1684 

62 
62 

26248 
23847 

2401 

1244 1314 - 2558 

9 566 

21525 
16534 
4991 

- 5?5 

14674 
11268 

3406 

51068 
38758 
15310 

90267 
6656O 
23707 
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P-V- TORFTON TRADE DATA 

1)     FOREIGN TRADE BALANCE  (in million CFAP) 

Exports 1962       ^      i_963       .,,        19Ó4 1965 1966 

Prance                     «753.1  59,8 92/16.2 51.0 1MO4.4 50.5 11969.0 46.? 11277.4 43.5 

EEC  (excl.Pr. )    2464.5 16.8  3237.5  17.9 3618.1 16.1    37 38.7   14.4    468?.O I8.I 

United  States        495.2    3.4  P^l.O M.I 3630.? 16.'     5647.2 P1.fi    5873.1 22.6 

African countries 
(excl.UDE)               788.5    5.4    786.9    4.4 1H3.2 5.0    1307.6    5.1     "500.6 5.8 

Rest of World      2126.2 14.6  2473.9 13.6 2774.7 12.3    3242.7   12.5    2587.1 10.8 

TOTAL 14627.5 100.018125.5 DO.O 22540.ó DO.O 25905.2100.0  25920,2   100.0 

Imports 1962 « 196 3 "' 19_ö4 •'         1Q65 ". 1%6 ,; 

Prance 6319.6 62.8 7093.5 59.7 8O82.5 58.8 9021.6 58.5 9633.2 58.7 

EEC  (excl.Pr.) 1034.6 10.3 M22.6 12.0 17 32.3 12.ó 20^2.8 I3.2 2408.6 14.7 

United States 971.5 9.6 1404.6 11.8 1729.4 12.ó 1R02.7 11.7 1783.7 10.9 

African  countries 
(exc.UDE) 779.2 7.7 786.1 6.6 939.6 6.8 i05\9 6.8 65O.7 4.0 

Rest of World 963.0 9.6 1169.0 9.9 1258.8 9.? 15*5.8 9.8 1908.3 11.7 

TOTAL 10067.9100.0 11875.8P0.0  M//12.6W.0   15424.8 tX).0   16384.5   100.0 
-===sas   ¡staas    atnscaaasa    ssaai 

2)    VALUE OP IMPORTS;  MAIN PRODUCTS (in million CPAP) 

J162 1261 1261 12á¿ 1966 "?, 
Meat and fish, 
fresh and preserved 51O.6 552.6 605.2 5'7.4 488.3 3.0 

Dairy products and 
BgfTB 116.4 M2.6 170.0 177.1 193.8 1.2 
Wheat flour 145.4 138.1 162.1 147.8 209.9 1.3 
Vegetables + fruit, 
fresh +  preserved 196.7 251.2 253.1 266.4 301.8 1.8 
Alcoholic beverages 737.9 717.0 833.2 861.3 805.8 4.9 
Pharmac eut i cals 15O.I 181.5 166.1 167.8 206.0 1.3 
Rubber tires +  tubes 117.5 149.1 169.6 184.3 24 3.1 1.5 
Paper +  products 162.2 173.9 206.6 237.4 285.4 1.7 
Cotton textiles 267.3 380.2 374.4 368.2 336.2 2.1 
Clothes +  shoes 442.6 571.4 683.8 727.6 568.3 3.5 
Cernent 183.4 174.2 18\5 212.2 256.2 1.6 
Gasoline, pasoil  + 
lubricants 444.5 572.3 602.3 652.4 814.9 4.9 
Iron + steel prod. 872.2 963.0 1396.1 1730.° 1755.i 10.7 
Motor vehicles +parti s1 370.9 1935.2 1944.5 25O6.7 2344.1 14.3 
Machinery, electrical + 
non-electrical 1663.7 1962.1 2353.3 2971.3 3317.8 20.3 
Instruments 129.8 181.O 1C3.1 18O.8 196.9 1.2 
Other 2556.7 2830.4 3452.7 3515.2 4060.7 24.7 

TOTAL 10067.9 
11875.8 13742.6 15424.8 '6^84.5    '00.0 
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3)    VALUE OF EXPORTS; MAIN PRODUCTS (in million CPAP) 

Wood 

Minerals and metals 

Fuel 4 Lubricants 

Cocoa 

Coffee 

Other exports 

TOTAL 

1962 

8904.8 

2657.0 

2533.3 

265.0 

93.0 

174.4 

1963 

9461.0 

5368.0 

2591.3 

245.4 

88.1 

371.7 

11328.8 

7123.4 

3129.4 

305.7 

'73.3 

48O.O 

22& 

10462.4 

r2l6.0 

3386.2 

255.6 

102.1 

482.9 

14627.5        18125.5        2254O.6        25905.2 

GABON 

^966 

1OO84.9 

11149.0 

3866.2 

327.0 

132.2 

360.9 

25920.2 

$ 

38.9 

43.0 

14.9 

1.3 

0.5 

1.4 

100.0 
•&••• 






