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-3- CARON
FCONOMIC RACKGROUND HTGHLIGHTS
A.__THE COUNTRY AND ITS PEOPLF
1) FCONOMIC GFOGRAPHY:
a) ARFAs 102,790 sa. miles

b) GEOGRAPHY AMD [ TMATF: Gahon has Fouatorial Guinea in the northwest,
Cameroon to the north and Conm RBrazzaville to the south and
east. The Atlantic Ocenn washes i1ts shores for 00 miles on
the west. The climate is tronical. There is one long dry
gseason from May to Septemher and one lony rain season from
mid Janu-ry to mid May. The average temperature is 7% centisrade,

6) POPULATION: ©140,000 with rate of growth 1.

d) LANATATSe  The nfficinl lanmage is french but each ethnic rrouv
has its own lancunce,

e) MAIN CENTRFES: The main towns ~re:
Libreville (Crnitn1) 65,000
Port Gentil 30,000
Maandr=Mounana 17,000
Lembarénd 10,000

£) TRANSPORT FACILTTTFS: - National roads sround 1,918 km, Rerional

Roads 2,21 km., There ~re also ahout '900 km of track.

- There is no rerl railwav lines. But Gahon will have a major
railwav linkines Relinsma with Owendo.

- The Oronné river is navimble for %0 km, Tt is an importent
means of communicntion partienlarly in trancnortines wood.

-~ There are two princinal ports, Port fentil and libreville,
2 bies mineral port »t Owendo is nroiected,

-~ libreville and Port flentil are international ~irnorts.
20 other airvorts can +take DO 1,

2) POLITICAT, STATUS AND GOVERNMENT
S8TRUCTURF. TN THE FPﬂﬁﬂMT" “TVTD° fabon attained indenendence in
Ausust 060. She is a member of 1™, the ERC Associnted States,
“he OrU, the Afriran M- 1amsy llnion, OCAM and the Central
African States Customs linion, UIDFAC,

5 I

The ministries in the economic field are:

Ministry of Iinan~e and Rudret

Ministry of Mines and Water resources

Ministry of Economic Af‘nirs, Trade, Industry and the Rural
Economy

Ministry of Agriculture, livestock and Rural Fconomy.

———— - o e

Sources: ~ A1D Fconomic Data Rook Africa 1970
- EUROPA Year Book '969
- Africa 1969/70 The editorial Staff of "Jeune Africue"
- I.B.R.D. "The Fconomy of GARON" 196R8,
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B. _PASIC FCONOMIC DATA

1) ECONOMIC INDICATORS:

a) NATIONAL CURRENCY: 1,000 Franc C.F.A.= US8 3.67
275 Wrancs C.F.A, = UIS® 1

b) GROSS DOMESTTC PRODUCT:

Per Capita: US® 479 in 1966

Primary Sector: 22,97
Secondary Sectors 32,87
Transmort, Trade, Services:  A4.3’
Rate of srowth, 1960-'966 100,0°"

6) PFR CAPITA TNCOME: US® 287 in 1967

d) BALANCE OF PAYMENTS: (1966) in billion CFAF  Average annual
Change ©
Total Exvorts 26.6 + 7.87%
Total Immorts 18.6 + 10,27
Trade Balance 8.0
Net invisibles =5.8 - 2,74
Balance of Current Account +2,2 + 2.4%
L ¢ £ 2 ]

Transfer Payments - 3.3
Non-monetary Cavital known 5.0
Other ron-monetarv canital »nd

errors and omissions -5,
Monetary Canital (net) 1,2 -2.2

2) NATURAL RESOURCES: - The arricultural land is less than 1 of total area.
Asriculture is sreatly undeveloped as a result of the density
of the forest, poor aquality of the soil, restricted trspsportation.
The cocon, coffee, palmoil nnd rice are the main crops. Faouatorial
forests cover ' of the area and represent the couritry's exports.

- 200 million ton deposit of mansanese (47 metal content) at

Mocanda, The recently discovered iron ore devosit in northeast
Gabon is one of the larrest deposits in thewhole world (64') ore,
Minines and un fradines of uranium is done nt Mounana. Small amount
of e0ld ore mined, TFetrolcum accounts 14 of Gabon's total exports.

3) LABOUR FORCE: In '“63 the labour force was estimated about 5! of population,
847 uf labour force enraged in apriculture. Less than 207 in
the modern sector.
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4) ORICIN OF GDP: The GDP is 55.3 billicn CFAF in 1966 as follows:

1963 1966
at faggor cost at fa?;or cost

Agriculture and forestry 29.9 22.9
Manufacturing and energy 6.2 5.9
Construction 5.8 8.8
Transport, Storage 7.9 9.7
Commerce 1.3 10.0
Mines 14.3 18.1
Others 24.6 24.6
GDP 100,07, 100.07,

5) MAIN INDUSTRIES: At first Gabonese industry was mainly concerned with
timber but it has expanded fast since 1967 with the opening
of the port Gentil oil refinery and the brewery.

Food: Coffee processing plants, oil mills, a rice mill, brewery,
commercial bakery, ice factory.

Wood: Saw mills, plants for cutti. and sawing Gabon timber,
Plywood factory, C-rpentry workshops and turniture factories,
Chemicals: Factory for uranium concentrates, soap factory,
paint factory and o0il refinery.

Building: Clinker crushing plant (cement).

Textiles: Garment manufacture.
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C.__DEVELOPMFNT PLAN
1) INVESTMENTS: The total investments in the Five Year Plan 1966=70 (certain
investments) are 66,560 million CFAF =znd as follows: (in million CFAF)

Public Private Total
Nomestic ltorei/m
I.  PRODUCTION
Arriculture, livestock,

fisheries 453 AN2 235 1130
Forestry 4410 797 2150 77
Mininr - - 27400 27400
Industry 372 150 22386 23108
Tourism,transnort and trade 36 - 1835 1871
Total planned production 5291 1589 54006 60886
Total fairly certain 2602 1282 38696 N25R0
Total uncertain 2689 307 15310 18306

TI. INFRASTRUCTURE

Total planned infrastructure 8130 18056 62 26248
Total feirly certain 7413 16372 62 23847
Totnal uncertain T17 ?684 - 2401

ITT. SOCTAL TNVFSTVVNTS

Total social investments 1244 1314 - 2558

TV. STUDIES 9 566 - 515
TOTAL PLAMNNED INVESIMENTS 14674 21525 54068 90267
“TEITLy ccrleln 1nveoimebis 11268 16534 38758 66560
Uncertain_investments 3406 4991 5310 23707
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D. __FORFIGN TRADE TATA

1) FORFIGN TRADF BALANCE (in million CFAF)

Exports me2 196y, 964 4 1965 . 1966 y
France A753.1 59.8 9246.2 51.0 1'404.4 50.5 11969.0 46.2 11277.4 43.5
FEC (excl.Fr.) 2464.5 16.8 3237.5 17,0 13618,1 16,1 37138.7 14.4 A682.0 18.1
United States 495.2 3.4 23R1,0 13,1 36130,2 16.° 5647.2 21,8 58731 22,6
African countries
(excl.UDE) 7R8.5 5.4 786.9 A.4 11132 5.0 1307.6 5.1 "500.6 5.8
Rest of World 2126.2 14.6 2473.9 13.6 2774.7 12,3 3242,7 12,5 2587,1 10.8

TOTAL 14627.,5 100.018725.5 D0.0 22540.6 D0.0 25905,2100.0 25%920,2 100,0

Imports 1962 Too1963 7 1964 T 195 7 1966 Y
France 6315.6 62.8 7093,% 59,7 ROR2.5 5R.8 9021.6 58.5 9633.2 58.7
EEC (excl.Pr.) '034.6 10.3 '422.6 12,0 1732,3 12,6 2032.8 13.2 240R.6 14.7
United States 971.5 9.6 1404.6 1.8 1729,4 12,6 1802.7 1.7 1783.7 10.9
African countries
{ exc.UDE) 779.2 7.7 786,10 6.6  939.6 6.8 105'.9 6.8 £50.7 4.0
Rest of World 93,0 9.6 1'69.0 9,9 '258,8 9,2 15'5,8 9,8 1908,3 11.7

TOTAT, 10067 ,9100,0 "875.8 10,0 13742,6100,0 15424.8 00.0 16384.5 100.0

2) VALUE OF IMPORTS; MAIN FRODUCTS (in million CFAF)

1962 1963 1964 1963 1266 4

Meat and fish,

fresh and preserved 510.6 552.6 605.2 5°'7.4 488.3 3.0

Dairy products and

eges 116.4 142.6 170.0 1771 ‘93,8 1.2

Wheat flour 145.4 138.1 62,1 147.8 209.9 1.3

Vegetables + fruit,

fresh + preserved 196,7 251,2 253.1 266.4 301.8 1.8

Alcoholic beverages  737.9 717.0 833,2 861,13 80%,8 4.9

Pharmaceuticals 150, 1 '81.5 166, 167.8 206.0 1.3

Rubber tires + tubes 117.5 149.1 169.6 184.3 213.1 1.5

Paper + products 162, 2 173.9 206.6 237.4 285.4 1.7

Cotton textiles 267.3 380.2 374.4 368,2 336,2 2.1

Clothes + shoes 442.6 571.4 683.8 127.6 568.3 3.5

Cement 183.4 174.2 181.5 212.2 256,2 1.6

Gasoline, pasoil +

lubricants 444.5 572.3 602.3 652.4 814.9 .9

Iron + steel prod. R72.2 963.0 1396.1 17 30.0 1755.3  10.7

Motor vehicles +parts1370.9 1935.2 1944.5 2506,7 23A4.1 4.3

Machinery,electrical +

non-electrical 1663.7 1962.1 2353.3 2971.3 3317.8  20.3

Instruments 129.8 181.0 1£3.1 180.8 '96.9 1.2

Other 2556.7 2830.4 3452.7 3515.2 A060.7  24.7

TOTAL 10067.9 11875.8 13742.6 15424.8 '6384.5 '00.0
|| -+ 3-1-1 4§ m=_momaa= == —F—F- -1 -1 ==Lom:
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3) VALUE OF EXPORTS; MAIN PRODUCTS (in million CFAF)
1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 y

Wood 8904 .8 9461.0 11328.8 10462.4 10084.9 318.9
Minerals and metals 2657.0 5368.0 7123.4 11216.0 11149.0 43.0
Fuel 4 Lubricants 2533.,3 2591.3 3129.4 3386.2 3866.2 14.9
Cocoa 265.0 245.4 305, 7 255.6 327.0 1.3
Coffee 93.0 88.1 73,3 102,1 132, 0.5
Other exports 174.4 71,7 480.0 482.9 360.9 1.4

TOTAL 14627.5 18125.5 22540.6 25905, 2 25920, 2 100.0

b ¢ t-f-4 -1 34 oo mmmSmaT mmmaro
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