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DISCLAIMER

This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations
employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or
degree of development. Designations such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are
intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.

FAIR USE POLICY
Any part of this publication may be quoted and referenced for educational and research purposes
without additional permission from UNIDO. However, those who make use of quoting and
referencing this publication are requested to follow the Fair Use Policy of giving due credit to
UNIDO.
CONTACT

Please contact publications@unido.org for further information concerning UNIDO publications.

For more information about UNIDO, please visit us at www.unido.org

UNITED NATIONS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION
Vienna International Centre, P.O. Box 300, 1400 Vienna, Austria
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THE INTERNATIONAL PATENT INSTITUTE AND THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIESQ/

G. Finniss
Dircctor General
International Fatent Institute
The Hague

Organized jointly by UNIDO and BIRPI (United International Bureaux for
the Protection of Intellectual Property, Geneva)
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The vicws and opinions expressed in this paper are those of the author
and do not necessarily reflect the views of the secretariat of UNIDO.
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The Hague, wh-ich for twenty years has beo. carrying cut work of this kind for
member countries under article 1 of the Agrccaent of 6 June 1947 und r whic!

the International Totents ™ire wis ceotdlisnod:

"An Internationnl Fotorts Sureo. ie oot blisled te Crovide the
Governmints of the Stotos Topties 10 4 s & Toc it Wit ¢ osened
opinions rooarding the novelity o 1oy ontiens 1in respect o weaehk
applic:tions for pitonte v bLeon 1100 with th rosy ctv
natior.1 1ndustrial yro; rtyv o orvic. . Tt irtornstions] Pouwonte
Burecu niny ~lso rrovide these s rvuc s wdth o 1niens coardings the
noveltv of rnverticrs iy respect of which applic tians for ritonts

have not bee f11.3."
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The institute 1s an intorgovern. ental orcanizaticn o1 1ts ¢t vtus, from the
point of view of 1mrunitics -nd rivile xg and reproser thtion of Stotes (in
a board of administration), is comparcile iith tliot of ~th r Lt overnment il
organizations. The organiza‘'iorn's s rvices “re ploced under tl. suthori ty of

2 Director Generzl.

Any St-te moepver of the Faris Urder mayv coin the Institute by way of notification

througl "iplomatic channcls.

liembership irvelves cortiin finaneial obligations: -1 initi~l contribution and

annual contributions.
lembership confers on simniotory States the richt of nccess to =11 the services
provided by the Institute, in particul ir the "novelty oninion™ servico.
The services offered by the Instiltute are:
- PNovelty crinions; ior = set fee, aviilable only to States
members of the Institute;

- Special services availahle te 11 States o0 nbers of the Poris Union

for o charge based on the wmourt of work involved;

- Participation in infornntion—-processinge work.
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To carry out its tsks, the Institute hus at its disposnl o vest quantity of

syatematic docwrentation and ~ohihly quolified technicel staff.
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Mo Thated | oticrs Scoretoriot o ecretderasd the ossilility of setting up
roolond conutres for co=o0 rotion relatings to patenta. Ao, the functions
of such contr oo bt et eroarting A7 3 tents on o cehnlf of soveral member
souvntrios. 10 tiio ol X1, o oot 1oht e sou bt between the
Trstitute wd e ooontre woer wite. 1t oo 1o gein the Irstitute on behnlf of
its rerbers States, or the ter s 1l dowr an the 1501 revision of the 1247
Aczrcoment, te the o ftoet that, wiea the proparntion of orininns roqucsted by o
nermber State or o runizetlon invelves Jocumentary rosenarch in any angouage

other thar Engclich, Prercoh, Dateh or JGernoarn, the lnstitute ooy scetn
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decrntr lized sorvices to pooforn this task, oy cupplesentary financinal

costs 1nveolved beir,: borne b the Stote or orponizotien concorned.
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Wiotever i eirousstances the Inetitute 1o roaudr to consider tho nost
floxible e oo onts peasibl te oot tho necns to which ~ttention nay ve
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drawn, in jorticul .r 0or the trainin: of technical etaff nnd nwssistance in

gattin:s uyp resenret avaton.

The Institute 10 roodr te engyx in Fisevosions with UVIDC with a view to the

carrving cut of such co—o crative projects.
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