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STATUS OF AGRICULTURE AMD AGRICULTURAL NAC IVERY IMDUSTRY IN COLCI.BIA
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1. GENERAL STATUS OF AGRICULTUR®

A Geogra fical  jositior At ~haracte 1‘1~t1 3 o _terraln

e 4 s o
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~rregpording terprrature sores, virvin:s {roo con level to cver 4 000 e treg The
folcouing classiticill oo of temperature cones pives ur o id. of i teaperaturey

rrewalline at the variows cltitudes:

Sron Y te 1000 o above sea Levzel 23’\'0 a1 over (het sone)

Froco 1000 te 2000 aheye sea level 17.50(3 te 2300 (var temr rate zone)
rer 2000 to (000 o ocve sea leyel 12°C 1o 17,57 teorl tepporate zone)
Coar 3000 moabove 300 lovel below 1. ¢ {ccla zome or "paracnos®)

Tie territorv o Colorbra may e dividel irts foor tyes of toerraty, oanely:

(a) the Atla tis am Facific ccastal vlaina,

(b} the Andear mourtiiy zone wi th 1t three cerdilleras,
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(1) the Zast o0 Slaine (01 ~g)

™

Fer agricul+tural purjoses, 287 ~7 the soils ~ar be reserded ag mountain soils,

end TZp plainland scils.,

Studier carried out by variou bodies 1in 162 apt coverine an area of 690,000 knm,

including the whole populated area of the rourtry, showed tl t:

‘aj 90T ki, or 1.4, of the arca = tudied, are vot.ble for irtrusive a riculture and
stockralising, vith slopes off O-— ;', free from erosior, flonls nad salts harmful to

plants.
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(b) 41,157 km, or 6.0'7: of the orea studied, consist of soils notentially suitable
Do L . % - . ; s

for agriruiture and stockraising, with slopes of 0-3%, subject to occasional flooding,
but not 1iible to erosion, ardd which need to be rendered 11 for cul tivation.
(¢) 712,239 kme, or 10. 57 of the aren studied, concict of soils potentially suitable
fer agriculture anl stockraising, witl clepes of 0-1;, net liable to erosion, with
periodic flooding and salts harsful te plants, wiich wust therefere be reridered fit
for itivation.
(d) 196,670 km~, or 22.74 ot the area studied, consist ol scils liatle to moderate
erosion, with slopes of 1257 nd needing to be rerdered rit for cul tivaticn.
‘ PP 2 , , , . "
(e, LGO,THS ki y or 23.8';77 of the area studied, cons:st of roils liable to erosion,
with slepes of 25-50%.

- 2 - . . . 4 : !
(f) 205,362 km~, or 29.5% of the ares studied, with slopes of over 50, are liable to
erosion and suitable for afforestatirn.

() 15,462 kn?', 01 2.2, of the area studied, with slopes of over 60‘,3, are liable to

erosion and suitable only for afforestation.

(h) Some 28,000 kr‘, or 4.1% of the area studied, consist of unproductive soils at

hei1ghts of over 4000 m.

B. Land distribition by products

The following table shows the distribution of land by principal crops, production

and yield per hectare in 1965:




PRINCIPAL CROPS AT T FRODUCT TG

AND

vy g s
. tilvls Ais ‘ e e .
R, g ' STy
PROU,‘ ‘/‘r ! _1( i ”‘:(',‘T‘T‘; ! [P LR v
| —4
' 1
; Bezame 1 Loy . { |
!
N T 1 7 i
{ Cotton y ! Sy A
% »
§
i Tat ok y U y o .
: Rica g ' . ,
.

; -
$ farler oy . Ly
T E{\'f D% '
1 o s el R el -
? v x b M {
al . ’
p— --..._-...‘.—.—-—a-._.__-—-v._!,- - -
Y 1 At Vv 1 0
Nll Ly 1 \ i ' y
- . L - _
! i 3o - [
: Copra L, I, ,
T
. N S
i Moo y l ' ) ,

" ' : oL 01
Tucoa Doy g Oy Lo Ty

TOTA JyLh 510 1




ID/ V(. 40/ BP.5
Page 4
PERMANEXNT RCPS
irca Arn- Production Yiold
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Sugar cane ST Wy 12,700,074 1, 27
Plantuings 355, W, L0yl <
runshes tunches
Do St . 1
TOTAL VoA Lynlly 430 l

C. Land distribution

In 1961, the Colomhian Congress passed Act No. 125, dealing with Land Reform.
The object of the Act was to revolutionize land tenure and to stimulate the mechaniza-—
tion of agriculture. It was intended, Yy its means, to redistribute the land more
fairly and to bring into production vast hitherto unworked latifundia, which were

clagsified into three main groups:
(a) uncultivated land,
(b) insufficiently cultivatec land, and

(¢) land not included in either of the above groips.

The following table shows the forms of land tenure in Colombia in 1965




LAND TENURE HECTARES A
Private nTr )pi‘DT‘tj,r 1 , » ,)‘ 'r’\S .
T
Total area eoeed 'E- L . Lo
Against eney o SRS KD |
With share-—- rpning g
Agains! provicior b
sarvicen AVIRY
— o —————— - - —" - - ———-
Under othey tormo ob ;
]
agsraomernt S S A P
4
\ '
Occupled without z
title deeds | -0
- U
Other forme of tonure oyl L9

Mixed tenur:

1,010,007

o —

TOTAL

o I N el
r’w,c“}’,,ig




/0.40/7p,5
bape 6

D. Populatior and current agricultural practices

The followiis table sioum the pepulatior changes which occurred between 1938,
1951 ard 1960:

-+ — s

LOCALI 7158 \ " OF TOTAL POPULATION

v e ——— W W -

PR T

153° 1951 1960

N —— ¢ ——

URBAY (Gver 20,000 1ombi b ts) i Py 205 32.6 ;

SINI-TUHAL (trom 1500 to 195,99 1.3

L.anabitants)

i — T o2 A e —— 4 ———— —_— v e o .
¢

1.7 15.1

RURAL (Loss tioon 1506 inhe bltants) T 6l 53

T R S Sovn e S — . S—— L ——t— e % ewese s e e ey

TOTAL L1000 100 100

et ot —— . 1 3 i o e ——a——— = g—— i —

’-“--‘-v-—o — r— . - . -

From this table can 1w seexn the rovenont of tie rural jopulation into urban

arearsy, although larce arasg of the courtry are still unpopulated.

About 20 million hectares are uso:

[

| for asriculture and ctockraising (4 million
of sovn rasture—land).
mechanized nd the post

arable and 16 nillion About 24, of the arable land is
vorked with owen, mule: or by n
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Il, TIECHAMTZATION OF AMRICULTIIRD

A, Stock of wmachines

There are cotimated te be sone 24,800 tractors in Colombia, of which about 2,000
arc used 1n stockralsing, 21,000 1n agricul ture ard the rest for other purposes,
Of thie total, some 17,400 have bec: nwed for less than 10 jears sand the remainder

for betwoer 10 and @ C years,

Of the tractors used in agricu ture, 78 are bLitueern 40 an

oC hp, 4/ less than
40 hp, and 20/ more than 60 Lpe

The Fational Flamin.: Orfice has

s>

estinated that, for every 100 tractors, there

are come 00 ploughs, U . arrows, 30 seed drills anc 47 cul tivators,

hechanization is aprlied in the cultivation of cotton, nalze
cane.

'y Sesane and sugar




B. Baquipment used .

Ve give belowa list of the machines, implements and tocls 1ged i1 Colembi e ¢
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c. Denmand

Studics carried nut by various institutions suggest that, with adequate
provision for rcnewal nd for a ,radual incrcuse in the nwaber of tractors, annual

demand micht te of the order of W0ON trartors a year.
The main 1mplencts required for sucl. . gquantity would be:

200C  rlourts,
1800 ‘hrarrows,
1200  reed idrills,
1500 cultiivator:s.
III. THE AGRICULTVRAL | ACHI:IR1 AlD TOCLNAKING IFDUSTRY Il COLCINBIA

A, ae agricultural nmachinery indurtiry

1

The metal ramufacturing inlusiry 15 -xpandine and already produces various
types of inductrial epapmert, but frere ure otill 2 cunbor of obstacles to tne
manufacture »af heavy macrlarnor, wiich 1t will not be -agy tc remove in the near
future, netably iroutfioi nt marko tec to adlow ror adequete economles of scale.

Tihus there 13 gtiil no manufacture cf tractors in Colombia, thoush the rossibility
of settings up assenbly plantc has :lready ber conoidered. There 15 also some
interest in the wanufact:ire of lov-powered +ricters (up to 1¢ sz), whieh could be
rroduced ni ecornomic prices, but such muchires «ould not provide a complcte solutior

tc the psroblewm.

llost of the types of implements and iools required for soil preparation and
tillo e are being produced 1in sufficicnt quantities to cover dosestic demand.
lHarvesting and product-processing equipnent is namufactured in smaller quantities

and much of it tas to be imported,

There are ¢ up to date statistics of production, so that we are unable to ¢ive

figures., All we can do is to list the equipment, implcments and tools now being

manufactured, namely:
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mills

threshors

maize huskers

grain dryors

fibre separators for sisal
rice-processing maciiines
trailers

plouzhs

cultivators

seed drills

harrows

manure spreaders
nattocks

picks

crow-bars

spades

sickles

nachetes

pickaxes

axes

Y
B. Basic and auxiliary industries

The Colombian iror i stecl industry is able to meet the bulk of the demand
for steels for the manufacture ~f asricultural inplements and tools, except for a

runber of speciul stecls which it is necessary t~ import.

With regard to parts and spares for machires uud implements, the aetal

manufacturing industries have installed ~apacity for the manufaciure of nearly all

implerient parts and a certain number of tractor parts and spares.
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IV. POLICY FOR THE AGRICULTURAL i.ACHINRY INDUSTRY

A. Incentaives provided by the Govermmont

t
- — o s o

The ind otries producin,: implements, tools and sone types of processing equlp-
ment satisfy the condiciorns ior cocelvin, 10X concessions, iacluding 1OO7J exemption

from income tax up to this vear.

Customs protection for Colombian manufacturers is really extremely small,

A
beeause Customs dulbles on rearly 21l these products are only 2, ad_valorem.

Domestic producer. are able to obtain credits from various financial
institutions, in particular, the Industrizl Developrint 1nstitute, wiish is the

Jtute finaneinl corporation.

B. Agricultural mochinery researci. institutions

There are a number of bodies i.. Cslombin which study, promote, finance, give
technical assistance to and plan agricultural production. Some of these have
carried out studies of agricultural machinery rouireinents. The Industrial
Development Institute is now making o study oi Colombia's production and needs,

with the advice of a UI'IDO expert.

C. Futurc iceds

Since Colombia 1s essentially a farmming courtry in which agrieultural and
stockraisin/;: output coi:stitutes about 3 of the Gross Internal Product, with vast
unpopulated areas which nre only ,;redurdly beir; brougiit into production, the
attenticn vhirh has to be devoted to the mechanization of agriculture is a matter

of partiecular importance.

The State is fully aware >f the position and has set up a number of bodies

designed to help improve procduction in the future and obtain higher yields,

To achieve this aim, 1t is esrential that the country should be 2ble to count

on the possession of sufficient cgricultural nmachinery and an industiry capable of

adequately meeting requirements in tl.is field.
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