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are  large deposits of sulphur,  salt and   trona.     The markets   towards which the 

plans for development  of   the industry are directed may be   divided   in local and 

export markets.    The domestic market  for petrochemicals   is,   at  the moment,  quite 

small,   furnishing a sound Labis only   for fertiliser presets.    The export markets 

are  the basis   for most of  the projects  and   these  in  turn  are divided  in  the mar- 

ket of tne Andean Group - Colombia,   Chile,   Ecuador and  Peru -   ,   and  m  the mar- 

ket of the  remaining countries of   che  Latin American Free   Tradì   Association - 

LAFTA or ALALO. 

A regional  pe troc he m j cal agreement vías   signed last year  in the Andean Group 

region i.e.   between Bolivia,  Colombia,   Chile  and Peru,   with   the main objec- 

tive  of strengthening and  hastening   the  process  of econome   integration  of   the 

region,     Specific  objectives of  the  agreement  are  the promotion of a balanced 

development  of   the petrochemical   industry,   the   installation   of plants  of opti- 

mum size   to   take advantage  of economies  of  scale,   th*1 attainment  of   levels of 

efficiency and   productivity that   will  permit   competitive   products and  prices   in 

world markets,   the  reduction of ¿Taps   in the  degr< e   of economic development among 

participating countries,   and accelerating  the   formation   of  a Latin American 

common market.     The   outstanding  characteristic     of  the  agreement  is   the   locali- 

zation of plants   in  the  member  countries  according  to   technical   and  economic 

criteria  to  accomplish  the  specific   objectives   just mentioned.     The  possibilities 

for all  participating countries  of   the  agreement   to develop   their  petrochemical 

industries ar»    thus  greatly enhanced  ^nd  the   region is  now  at a stage  of deter- 

mining which   lines  of production  may   be  most   convenient   to   uach country. 

For Bolivia,   the  possibilities   that emerge   fron  the   regional  agreement are 

extremely  interesting l'or   ti.e  agreement has   opened doors   that wen   previously 

almost  totally   impeding any • ntranoe  of Bolivia in the  field  of petrochemicals. 

It   is  true  that   ìntra-rogionvl  competition  out  classes  Bolivian capabilities,   but 

for this very  same  reason,  my -ourtry has been  given advantages as   the   least 

developed member of  the   group which   tend   to diminish  the-   capability gaps basical- 

ly  existing.     Within  this   frame   of   reference,   it  in  tnat   the   prime   objective   is 

the  crystallization of all   those  possibilities  which are   novi  [resent,   to  I'oiivia. 

Currently  there   are  under execution various   stuuiet; winch   vali determine,  which 

concrete projects are most rewarding  to  ti.*   country. 

A third  possible market  to Bolivian petrocher.arals   is   that of   the   LAI'TA 
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related and will most likely demand   import  of raw natone!.;,   but   they have  ex- 

cellent probabilities of succi 3a be c-nib o  1 definite   markt-t   ir,  assured.     The 

principal  products  m  tbis  ^rcup -re   atyrv rn   • nd  venomi per-tic ides. 

Finally,   ¡jrojt.c'.£:• withi..   o wi'L.    U.;t   of produc. tt;  wi'lcir:  spi. c v.lized   lines 

of production  nuoti an dye stuff«  '¡ni   p. s * lcrk j ,   woi'h   repn .~t nt   v.mou3  va- 

luable  characteristics   to a tic v, lonn*-- cour try puch  as  Hciuu ¿, 

Fori  tht   rttovo-moütiono'J   projets  priorities  muct   bo  j.ivcn  '.crr-liri^   to   the 

best  evirali   < ffects on   ti *    economy   and   on   thf  : ound   Lv». lopr* r;t   of  the   vetro- 

chemical  industry* 






