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Th« Philip], inps for the  past decade has been,   ir  one way or the other,  en- 

gaged ,   in   noti,  production ana   consui.ij.-i.ior,  of petrocienoal   products.     The  trend, 

however,   has  been --ithor si-rie  extrusión   .nd  -c-pourding as   in  the  case  of 

piantici-.,   or  outrant  rv,.nu; a-turi .,.   is  ir.  the  case  of armonia.     The   industry 

is  rrosti.v,   if not   totally,   d^-nuent   on   i^crteu   oasic  raw ¡materials,   like 

narhtha,   or   inte médiat- p. -'roofer i cai   ra'.  -ateríais   for   the   plastic,   textile, 

determent   and   ether reLate;:   ine.ustrios. 

Lait-   in 1l)ü4,   tin-  Govern-.e ut  ¿:ad a fiirrc look at   the  feasibility  of estab- 

lishing ,1   petrochemical   "o; .t )i>*X however,   it   temporarily  shelved,   the  project 

after assessing  other areas   needed   for o?or.oi-ic   growth,   namely,   infrastructure, 

rice pro, rarr.e,   * ic.  whier.  turril   out  to i.ave  higher priority rating«.     In addi- 

tion,   the   apparenti-  limited   internal  market could  net   support  the  project during 

the   programad   perioda 

In October  b-oT,   the  ¡hilippines was represente--:   in   the  First Action 

iîroup meeting  on  petrochemical   inLictries  convened by  EC AFE  (Econome  Commis- 

sion   for  Asia ana   t:.e   IY»r has*)   for   the   yurpose   of discussing the   possibilities 

of eoiaiMirning  specific ] e troohemical  rroj.cts  dealing with   j'unt  venture  or 

ir.arkr tcnarmg arranger:, outs.     I;, vic-w  of   th- sophistication  am!  hig;.  cayital   ir- 

+ M--G11'-   of   d-   i*'ustry,   it  v:as   felt   that   the   cour mes  o;'   The '.CAFE  region 
'avoid   thr     -stohlishrxnt   of  s-all   non-e-cnomic  units;   they an ou Id 

cht uld/i'aYtoa,   pcoa   r-scurr-es   ro bv.il 1   largo  oooncme-size  units.     0*1 ore  actual 

m-gotiat -one  oouli   take  place   a-ncng countries  concerned   +o  establish projects 

on  a co-opnativp  oasis,   th..   .-    1";.   ¡iwp   jvcv,.:.i:.eade.:   that   a   survey mission be 

organized   bv   the As ivo   Trvbun trial   !Wh;"^t   "'our.cii   ;'- r  the   purpose   of ascer- 

taining   the   requirements  of  the   region a::,,   th»   pos.urie  ar^nr;  oí   co-operation. 

The   Philippines  VMS  again  represented   i rietine,  of senior  officials 

in  the  ptîtrocheni'\'tJ   india try  hold   in Bangkok,   Thailand,   "'*   - òr    >uly  VjC) under 

the  auspices  oh   the kVAmE.     This  ••icotig, ; as  convened   to evaluate  and  finalize 

the   finamos   • f   tfe   faet-i'inaine   tea:., on  retreche!'ice In. 

Based on a study o'' local a-ert, availability of raw materials and current 

plans for dev-lcree: t cC the- different : ou: tn-e of the region, the fact-finding 

tear sub' it;n;   ti> ir   reço::.:*>>ndat ; or.s. 

One   of   ohe   n:a ]cr   -. r erais   of   t.,->   tear. was.   the   s«ttin¿, up  of a Petroche- 

mical  Corplpx   I  cnrisistir.g  -f 'H,000  tons/year  ^tnylen-,   50,000  tons/year poly- 

ethylene,   cO,UO  tons/year  F7C  res 3:; ar,   10,000   tone/year dodecylbensene  (DDB) 
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to be  locatoci  pithor  in Sin^apor^  or   the Philippine:-,  vit;.  Suip-apor^,  Malaysia, 

Indonesia  and   tr.r-  Phiiippir-a   'i-   fartioLp   tir..-   -eayaiea. 
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