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On 21st jure,  1966,  the parties concerned decided tc 
instruct a group of five  regional experts or correspondents 
to do  the necessary preparatory vork for  setting up  an inter- 
regional  cleavii 0 -house,   a Luxembourg  expert being responsible 
for  co-02'dinatj ou, 

At. the  experts'   first meeting on 29th September,  1966, 
at Nancy,   a long-term programme and action procedures vere 
established. 

The experts vere  iaced vith a choice  between tro types 
of closring-house: 

(a) a  "speciality-oriented"  clearing-house,  vliich v/ould 
inform members  of the  addresses of firms  supplying  special 
products,  manufactures  or services; 

(b) an  "activity-oriented"   clearing-house  informing 
members whose mt.ans oí  production might prove inadequate  (either 
because  of overfull order books or for want  of special machiner"' 
or through breakdowns)  vlvrt capacity other members had available. 

, ïilf  experts finally opted   for the   second formula,  which 
nad  been particularly urged  by   cae riancy  subcontracting clearinr- 
house. c 

.'hile adopting the : fancy subcontracting clearirg-house 
as a long-tcr.a node!,   tit- regional experts  proposed: 

5        (1)  to  begin work  oy  sending a  circular neriodicelly 
to neaas of firms informing  them ox  the  capacit/ declare! bv 
other liras to  be  available; 

,      {'¿) to ¡jr-\^e at a  later  stage  the  card indexes under 
Che neadmgs  "mnchinjry"  and  "enterprises"  used by the Nancy 
clearing-house  in order   to centralise members'  availabilities 
and demand. 

^ v.    Uniort^-iat2ly,  the proposed activity had to be broken 
Off because of the economic depression of 1967-1968.     Heads 
of ;irms vere  inaeed too  concerned i;ith their economic troubles 
to take  a favourable vier; of the Drooosed interregional sub- 
conxractiiig clearing-house. 

+u     r    i'"Vrthci''llor-.   the  administrative  and  fiscal barriers  at 
tne  frontiers o.  z..c regions concerned vere   still too  substan- 
tial ana  ilj-suited TO   this  type  of exchange. 

Kot until  li    January,   1970,  vili the  States  in question 
have  aaootcu  tne T..,'.,   vftiuh vi]1 greatly  facilitate the 
in^ra-community exchange  of  subcontracting  services.     The pro- 
gramme, of activities for the interregional  clearing-house vas 
tnerefore basea on  this  date of 1st Januarv,   1970. 
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